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TESTAMONY IN SUPPORT OF HE 79

an behalf of the members of South Central Alaska Chapter of the Ruffed Grause Society and myself, t would like to thank you for the
opportunity to address this committee. We would like to exprless our conditional support for HB 78. As currently written, the bill is
comprised of fourteen noncontiguous parcels of land. We urge {(au to exparid the boundaries to include all unencumbered State

land, draining into Cock Intet, between Beluga Lake and the Southern boundaries of Denali National and State Parks.

We support a fofest designation for this area because we feeitt is Important:tc; keep th_is lan:d in public ownership for the
recreational use of cur ever expandiné popuiaﬁon centers nf South Cehtrai,'fo guarantee éontinued space far wildlife and to retain
the character of 'the land most of us c;-me to ﬁ}aska o expeﬁé;!ce. ‘In ou‘.r opinion a state forest is the least restrictive land
designation that can be managed for Eeﬁewuﬁefs béne[itl wn;h thg' éxcé.pt.ion.q':f thase w;shlgg. to r;ee tand transferred 10 private

S

cwnership. As the population in South Central increases, the recreationat demand can no longer be met by transfer of iand to

private ownership.

Historicaily, there have been numerbu;s land dlspus.al grogranis tht'.;lt;_gf! outl the area under consiﬂgmﬁon. if you review a land
ownership map lof the area, you wilt ;ée much of fhe water&&nt fand, iakes_ind rivers (thé =.as.y gc:eés paints}, has already been
ceded to private ownership. These private inholdings will maﬁe access for ti?'nber extréction extrernely difﬁcu&. Interspersing
additionat transfers of land to private 9\vnﬁr;hip within theilarrwd designated for forest management makes norsense at all. Under
the recently ena.cted .”Susitna—Matan#ska Areaj Plan” (SMAP), some of“the amas we request he designalted as state forest are slated
for land disposal for cabin sites or agri:culture'.; Transfer of lan_a intb,-pr%va;te 'éwnership as énvi;ioned by the drafter's of aur state
constitutior is taudable; however, as sﬁted by the late ;tEo\{erpar ljlam'mpnc;, itis fhe “ultimate Ioﬁkuh". Private ownérship denies

public use of that specific parcel, frequently controls access to adjacent public tands and with tha NIMBY attitude, influences

management of public tands within view of that land, This NIMBY attitude irﬁpacts the State’s ability to manage timber resources,
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wildlife respurces and mining activities. We don’t believe those who drafted our constitution ¢nvisioned the growth we've

experienced.

A forest designation for this entire area, even though we retognize it is not all productive ilmber land, will provide uniform
management guidelines throughout the area. Multiple lar.d designation; lead to contlicting use regulations. This causes confusion
on the part of the users, unintentional yioiation of regulations.or outright @mmpt and diSI-‘egard for those regulations. A forestry
designation is, in our apinion, the least cantrofling land use pa:rtern passible and will afford fuﬁsre generations tha gréatest

oppartunity to "éxperience” Alaska as those of us who have been here a day or two have.

if in the future, it is determined additiénal Wal Mart parking Igm or Munna;ld's.golden' archesare a higﬁer pricrity, the forest
designatiaﬁ can be modified to accommodate the change. %ereas, re‘tum;ng private land to Pﬂb_:liﬂ o;\rnérship is difficuit, time
consu minlg and cost prohibitive.
In summation, to our knowledge, this‘ IS the-, fast remaining l_arke pamei df state land in South Ceﬁt;a!that can be set aside for public
use and enjoyment. Effective managémem °f_ timber resources eﬁha’nc-es wildlife populations, such as moose, ruffed grouse and a
wide variety of song birds, creates a:n;fﬁdustiv utifizing é reﬁeﬂuable resoi:rcé, that improves the emMic basis of our commumty
while supporting the demang f(;r recr.e;ation areas ta hunt, ﬁsi‘n, trap, show l;'lachine, hike, and ctherwise enjt-)v the out of donrs. We

recommaeand this bitl be passed, but expanded as outlined.

South Central Alaska Chapter, The Ruffed Grouse Society

Prasented by Nick Steen
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