Founded 1975
Executive Director
Rick Rogers
2012-2013 Executive Committee
Phil Cochrane, President
L.F. “Len” Horst, Sr. Vice President
Ralph Samuels, Vice President
Eric Fjelstad, Treasurer
Lorna Shaw, Secretary
Tom Maloney, Past President
Bob Berto
Patty Bielawski
J.B. “Bill” Brackin
Pat Carter
Steve Denton
Ella Ede
Stan Foo
Paul Glavinovich
Bill Jeffress
Scott Jepsen
Wendy Lindskoog
Lance Miller
Kara Moriarty
Ethan Schutt
John Shively
Jeanine St. John
Scott Thorson
Cam Toohey
Directors
Todd Abbott
Greg Baker
John Barnes
Dave Benton
Jason Bergerson
Allen Bingham
Rick Boyles
Dave Chaput
Steve Connelly
Bob Cox
Dave Cruz
Allan Dolynny
Paula Easley
Brad Evans
Corri Feige
Jeff Foley
Carol Fraser
Tim Gallagher
Ricky Gease
Matt Gill
Dan Graham
Chuck Greene
Scott Habberstad
Karl Hanneman
Rick Harris
Paul Henry
Steve Hites
Larry Houle
Teresa Imm
Mike Jungreis
Frank Kelty
Thomas Krzewinski
John Lau
Tom Lovas
Thomas Mack
John MacKinnon
Stephanie Madsen
Karen Matthias
Sam Mazzeo
Ron McPheters
James Mery
Denise Michels
Hans Neidig
Lisa Parker
Judy Patrick
Charlie Powers
Glenn Reed
Mike Satre
Keith Silver
Lorali Simon
John Sturgeon
Jan Trigg

	
  
	
  
February 22, 2013
	
  
Senator	
  Peter	
  Micciche	
  
State	
  Capitol,	
  Room	
  125	
  
Juneau,	
  AK	
  99801	
  
	
  
Re: SJR 3, Urging the U.S. Congress to open the Coastal Plain of ANWR to oil and gas
exploration, development, and production and relating to renewable and alternative energy
technologies
Dear	
  Senator	
  Micciche:	
  
The Resource Development Council for Alaska (RDC) is writing to support SJR 3, which
advocates for opening the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to oil
and gas exploration and development.
RDC is an Alaskan business association comprised of individuals and companies from
Alaska's oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism, and fisheries industries. Our
membership includes all of the Alaska Native Regional Corporations, local communities,
organized labor, and industry support firms. RDC's purpose is to expand the state's economic
base through the responsible development of our natural resources.
RDC has consistently supported opening the “1002 area” of ANWR’s coastal plain to oil and
gas development. The coastal plain is considered America’s best onshore prospect for major
oil and gas discoveries.
SJR 3 advocates for the State of Alaska’s and, indeed, our nation’s interests in recommending
the 1002 area be opened to responsible oil and gas development, as was recommended by the
Department of Interior and Congress in the 1980s and 1990s.
The 1002 area was excluded from the Wilderness designation in a compromise struck under
the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) over 30 years ago. In
exchange, Congress doubled the size of the refuge and designated eight million acres outside
the 1002 area as Wilderness. In recognizing the 1002 area’s enormous oil and gas potential,
Congress mandated a study of the 1002 area’s petroleum resources, as well as its wildlife and
environmental values. In 1987, the Department of the Interior recommended the 1002 area be
opened “to an orderly oil and gas leasing program.” A 1987 Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) noted in its summary that impacts from “exploration and development drilling were
minor or negligible on all wildlife resources on the 1002 area” and that production would	
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directly “affect only 0.8 percent of the 1002 area.” In 1995, Congress voted to open the area to responsible oil and gas
development, but President Bill Clinton vetoed the bill.
According to the Energy Information Administration, ANWR oil and gas development could result in new domestic
production ranging from 510,000 to 1.45 million barrels per day for a period extending for approximately 12 years,
with additional production for many years following. Such production would save the nation billions of dollars in
imported oil while creating thousands of new jobs and generating billions of dollars in new revenues to the federal and
Alaska treasuries. It’s time we bring these opportunities to American soil where environmental oversight and
protection are second to none, and the 1002 area is the most prospective onshore prospect in our country with an
estimated 5.7 to 16 billion barrels of technically recoverable oil.
What we need in Alaska is more economic opportunities, and if the 1002 area is opened, not one acre of designated
Wilderness would be disturbed by development. With advances in technology significantly diminishing the footprint
of development, we do not have to choose between energy production and environmental protection. It is possible to
develop the 1002 area’s energy reserves while directly utilizing only a fraction of the area. This can be accomplished
without significant disturbance to wildlife. In fact, wildlife populations have grown or remained stable in other areas of
the North Slope where oil development is already occurring. One example at Prudhoe Bay shows the central arctic
caribou population has grown from 5,000 animals in 1970 to more than 66,000 animals today. Development and
protection of the environment do co-exist in Alaska and this environmental ethic will continue to be a priority.
In conclusion, the 1002 area of ANWR should be opened up to responsible onshore oil and gas exploration and
development. Our national security and Alaska’s economy depend on it. Moreover, we can have oil and gas
development in a very small area of ANWR while maintaining the special values of the refuge.
With Alaskans consistently and overwhelmingly supporting oil and gas development in the 1002 area, RDC strongly
encourages passage of SJR 3.
Sincerely,
Resource Development Council, Inc.

Carl Portman
Deputy Director

