Knife Definitions

Introduction

In an effort to limit the type of knives that can be legally imported into the United States, the Department
of Homeland Secretary proposed revocation of the admissibility of certain knives with spring assisted
opening mechanisms. This proposal would establish a new definition for qualifying switchblade knives.

Under the Switchblade Knife Act of 1958, a switchblade is defined as any knife with a blade which opens
automatically by hand pressure applied to a button or other device in the handle of the knife, or by
operation of inertia, gravity, or both. The proposed regulation would designate one-hand and assisted
opening knives as being switchblades, even though the federal law does not declare these knives as
switchblades.

Issue

Spring loaded knives are an important tool for hunters and anglers. According to the American Knife and
Tool Institute, there are over 35.6 million Americans, including many who are hunters and anglers, who
carry and use some type of utilitarian knife which opens with one hand. In the United States, assisted-
opening and one-hand-opening knives are 80 percent of all knives sold. Spring loaded hunting knives
should not qualify as switchblade knives.

Language

The Texas State Legislature passed H.B. No. 4456. This bill provided the state definition for qualifying
switchblade knives.

1. “Switchblade knife” means any knife that has a blade that folds, closes, or retracts into the handle
or sheath that opens automatically by pressure applied to a button or other device located on the
handle, or opens or releases a blade from the handle or sheath by the force of gravity or by the
application of centrifugal force.

2. The term (Switchblade) does not include a knife that has a spring, detent, or other mechanism
designed to create a bias toward closure that requires exertion applied to the blade by hand, wrist,
or arm to overcome the bias toward closure and open the knife.

Points of Interest

¢ Court cases in several states such as California, Illinois, Michigan, and Texas, have all ruled in
favor of assisted-opening and one-hand opening knives. These knives are not considered
switchblades because they do not possess the activating button or device on the handle of the
knife.



Explanation (see picture in package)

Switchblade — is a pocket knife whose blade is operated by activating a
multi- position switch on the handle. By moving the switch in one
direction it extends the blade, by moving it in the opposite direction it
retracts the blade.

One handed bias closed knife — the knives this legislation address are
ones that can be opened by one hand - but typically need two to close.
Like most knives (except gravity knives) they have some spring to them.
Initially that causes a bias to staying closed. However, once you reach a
certain point there is an inertia that assists in their opening. Many have
something designed into the blade to help in their opening.
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