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WHY IS ALASKA GROWN SO IMPORTANT?

Products grown or raised in Alaska are allowed to carry the state's Alaska Grown label. That means the
foods were not imported from another country, or brought in from another state. They were raised right
here in Alaska.

Why s that important? Only a very small percent of Alaska’s food is grown in Alaska. The highest
percentages of homegrown products include potatoes, some other vegetables, dairy products and meat.
The rest of the food consumed by Alaskans is brought in from other states and countries. Alaskans
called the Lower 48 or Continental United States "Outside.” Perhaps they do that because Alaska (and
Hawali) is so far from the Lower 48 states. It is 1,414 miles from Anchorage to Seattle, "as the crow
fles." That is about as far as from Chicago, Hinois, to Phoenlx, Arizona. Even Ketchlkan, the
southemmost city in Alaska, is 600 miles from Bellingham, Washington. From Barrow, Alaska, to
Tampa, Florida, it is more than 4,000 miles. That's a long way for crange juice to travel, even with the
faster means of transportetion awailable today.

Buying Alaska Grown doesn't just mean fresher foods, it can also mean foods grown with fewer
pesticides, herbicides and other chemicals. Because there are fewer diseases and crop pests in Alaska,
many farmers use fewer chemicals. Some other countries buy Alaska Grown products specifically
because of this benefit.

But there is another great reason to buy Alaska Grown. It helps Alaska farmers, ranchers and food
processors, and Alaska's economy. Agriculture is the sixth-ranked industry in Alaska, behind oil,
tourism, fishing, timber and mining. Though the nearly $53 million in total agricultural receipts in 2004
sounds small compared to other states, it is still important.

And it is important to keep a local food supply. It's good eating and good for Alaska. So look for the
Alaska Grown label. i is the pride of Alaska's agricultural producers.

Click _here for more information on Alaska Grown.

To try somse Alaska Grown Products, go to Alaska Food & Fann Product Directory.
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There's a naw crop of farmer's markets this summer.
Thera are 44 around the state this year, up from 33 In
2011. That's up from Just 13 in 2005, making Alaska
the atate with the greatest overall increase In the
number of tarmer’'s markets during the last hatf-
decade.

Its a trend that has Kristl Krusger, projact assistant for
the Alaska Grown marketng team in Alaska’s Divislon
of Agriculiure, feeling rosy about larming's future in the
stale.

Robart DeBerry
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"The indication we're getting from farmers is prelly
positive,” she said. “Aboul as fast as pecple can grow
i, people are buying iL”

The growing interest in buying Alaska-raised meat and
crops has baen nourished by the local food
movemant, sometimes called the farm-to-table
movement Thare are a lot of reasons died by aclvists
for buying local. Food bought from local fanms has a
smallar carbon foctprint, because iltakes less fuei to
transport il 0 market. I's fresher when it amives. it puts
money back into local economies. And, less tangibly, it
restores the human connection between the grower
and buyer,

In Alaska, thera's the issus of food security, as well.

“in the 30 years 've been hers, 've seen transportalion
disrupied so manytimes,” said Della Junction farmer
Brycs Wrigley, “and whan that happans, we only hawe
three to five daya’ supply of many Hems in the grocery
stores. I'd like 10 help us gatto the point where we're
able to provide a cartain percantage of a balanced diet
80 we could extend our ability to take care of
curselves.”

Food dependance
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Wriglays a big belleverin moving Aleska toward self-reliance when It comes to food. As president of the Alaska
Famm Bureau, he helped start the Alaska Food Independence Project, which eventually grew info a mult-
organiztion group called the Aleska Food Poliey Coundll. The partnership between govemmental agencies,
non-profits, end farming organizations devolops stratagies for increasing food security In Alaska.

Wrigley said there’s a wide-open fleld of business opportunities for Alaska agriculture just walting to be sewn
with antrepreneurial endeavors. He points out that Alaskans import nearly all their feod from out of atate.
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Farm Senvces Agency, Alaekans spend an annual $2.5 billion
cn foed.

15 pfoceeding
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“Most of that money goas Cutsids, where our food is coming fram,” Wrigley said. “if we were to get just 30
percent of thet food market, and fill that with products grown In Alaska, that's $750 million a year we'll be tuming
over and over in the Alaska ecanomy.”

Ly icheragepress
Potengally, there's a lot of future ag land out there: the state estimates the acreage of Aeska’s farmable land at :
batwesn 8.1 million and 18.4 milllon acres, including land for grazing.

Markets and processors

The atate nesds two things to stimulate agricultural growth, Wrigley sald. first, the development of new markets,
and second, the creation of new food-processing facillfes.

Thanks to Alaska's short growing season, those two faclors are somewhat mutually dependent. i's difficult for
farmers to expand food production for major buyers such as restaurants, grocery stores and school districts
when what they offer is only avallabls for part of the year.

That's somathing the state's Farm-to-School program is working on, with a pilot program o create the perfact
locally grown potato wedge.

The Anchorage School District serves 20,000 lunches per day, and some of those meals include a two-ounce
sening of a potato dish. The district serves up locally grown potatoes when they're available. But even though
theytand to store well, Aaska potatoes aren’t avallable ysar-round.

In a partnership with the Anchorage School District, the Aleska Chip Company and VanderWaets Farms, the
potato wedge pllot project will explore ways lo process the product, such as byflash free2ing or through a
nitrogen-flushing fresh system, so that it could be avallable o school kids all year.

"We've got to come up with a wedge that's seasoned Just right, and mostly cooked,” said Knuager at Divislon of
Agriculture's markeling team. “So when it's delivered to ASD, all they have to do is open the bag and put itin the
container, and hest itup for 15 to 20 minutes.”

Kruegar sald there are a faw local food processors coming on line, The Alaska Rhubarb Companyis planning
to make rhubarb chunks that restaurants and hotels could use for desserts, The Alaska Flour Company started
meking and selling the state’s onlylocally made barleyflour n Tate 2011 {available at Natural Pantry, for those
local-foodies who are Interested). Delta Junction farmers planted wheat for the first time this year, and the
company will atart selling flour made from wheat later this year.

Farmm-to-table enthusiasts might point out that's not the kind of local food that's In the spirtof thelr movament
But processed food could help expand Alaska's overall agricultural production, Increasing the amount of
avallable in-season fresh product, as waell.

Wrigley points out that, from a food security perspectve, food-processing facilides are necessary to strengthen
the state’s self-reliance.

“If the food supply grown In Alaska Is aweilable el year,” Wrigley said, “it doesn't matier when a disaster
happens at that point, because it's on the shelf. its available.” .

Other innovetive approaches to developing markats for Alaske-grown food indlude the production of blofuels, @
Delta Junction farmars are working with the U.S. military to develop barley production for biofuels that would be
used on bases, Wrigley seld. If the deal goes forward, It could Increase the Delta Junction's output from 5,000

acres of barley each season to 20,000 acres. Delta Junction has 50,000 acres of farmland that are currently idle,

Anchorage Press
he said. Anchocsge, AK
98501

In manycommunites around the state, farmers have started using high tunnels for their crops, some with the 907-581-7757
help of USDAgrants. Ahigh tunnel, unlike a greenhouse, is unheated. It does offer some protection from the
cold, allowing for a longer growing season, butin comparson to a greenhouse, itis relativelyinexpensive to
bulld and maintain.
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Rising fuel and petrochemical prices are eating up Alaska farmers’ profits, however, making it difficult to pay for
fransportation and fertilizer. Popuiar Ssarches | Browsa By Category

At Palmer Produce, co-owner Jerry Huppert sees oil and gas prices hiting farmers from every angle. Palmer
http/Awww.Bnchorag epress. canvnewsihe- state-of-alasika-grown/article_45668ae8-d214-11e1-6106-001ad4bcfB87a. himl 24
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Produce I3 a food distribution company that camies [ocally grown food to retallers such as Cams Safewayand
Fred Mayer. It uses a rafrigarated trucking fleet to keep the food fresh.

“That's what's driving up the cost of the (fcod) product, is the cost of fuel,” Huppert sald. “And it drives up the cost Facebook s _t'f‘f‘
of fartlizer. Eventhing gets higher. The oll companlies have record profits, and here we are Just tning to break —=
awn’ RSS 4 Moblle

Palmer Produce alwaya tries to pricae lts product to match vegatables shipped up from cutside, Huppert sald. So
it's mostlythe farmer that's sating the added expanse. Huppert is alsc a farmer himaelf, raising mostly

potatoes.

“T've bean farming over 40 years,” he sald. "l don't do it’cause it's fun. You do itto make a IMng. if you can't
make a living, there's gonna be less farmers around. They gotia be able to make up the expense.”

Aa fuel prices go up, the price of food shipped in from far-awaylocations goes up too, potentially making the
price of locally-grown food more competitive. ButIn Alaska, that's not necessarilytrue. it costs more to truck
food from Seatie to Anchorage, then It also costs more to transport It among the hundreds of communities that
dotAlaska's 585,412 aquare miles.

Famning and ranching Is booming evarywhere from Nanana to Kodiak, but uniike many Lower-48 countarparis,
there sren't @ bunch of major metropolitan areas naarby to market agricultural products to, With few food
processors, there's minimal in-atate infrastructure for distributing local food to markets.

“There lsn't a food hub or a central processing location that farmers can go fo, to get things out,” Kruager said.
"And we're such a big state. I'm sure Kodiak beefwould be a big hitin Falrbanka. But even getiing it to
Anchorage is a challenge. I{'s a loglstics problem.”

Disappsaring farmiland

Paul Ruppert, the elder Ruppert farmer at Palmer Produce, has been In the game for decades, and he sees a
simple equation reducing Alaska agriculiure’s production potential In the future.,

“We need more land, and more farmers,” he sald.

An aging farmer population Is affscting U.S. agriculture nation-wide. According to the USDA, the average age of
the Alaskan farmer was 45.8 in 1982, and has risen steadily ever since. The age of the average farmar was 56.2
In 2007, the last ime an agricultural census was taken.

Atthe same time that Alaskan farmers age and fewer young farmers get Into the business, Alaska's best
famning land Is disappearing, Ruppert said.

The state's estimated 8.1 milion to 18.3 million acres of farmable land might seem like a lot. But itincludes
potantal pastureland for grazing, notjustland for crops. And, Ruppert sald, some of the state’s arable land Is
made of shallow soll only suitable for growing hay and grasses. The good, deep rich soll needad to grow
vagetiablas and grain Is harder to come by, he sald, and once it's gone, i€'s gone.

“The best land there was In agriculture In Aleska was thera In the Matanuska Valley,” Ruppert said. "1 would say
almost B0 percent of that land 1s in subdivsions.”

There was some good deep soll cutin Sand Lake in Anchorage, he said, but that's all houses now. The
shallow soils out In Point MacKen2ie could be used for hayand grass, and the state was supposed to hawe set
it aside for agriculture uses. But then, over ime, he sald, the stats has cut the parcels down to sizes thatlend
themselves more to the development of ranches for parsonal enjoyment, rather than for production of crops.
Meanwhile, Ruppert aaid, the rallroad Is bullding a routs right through the middle of Point MacKenze's ag land,
where theyll also bulld a switching yard.

“Theycould've awided It,” Ruppart said. “The stata itself is the biggest abuser of using the land for other than
agricultural purposes. If you can't get the state to protect it and live up fo It, there's notmuch hope.”

Still, Ruppert said, there is some hope for the future of Alaska agriculture in the fertile solls of Nenana Valley
near Falrbanks, butitll take commitment and legislative oversight to protect it for future generations.

“It has the deeper solls,” Ruppert sald. “The state should 5et a high priority to protect that for future use. | think
the daywill come when itll be needed, and | think |71l be the most important thing people will have at that time
for using the land, Is to feed themselves.”

©2014 Anchorage Presa All Aghts ressrved. Thiamaterial may not be published, broadcast, mwittan or redistributad.
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Local movements to reclaim Alaska food production have been on the rise in recent years, but Alaskans still have
a long way to go. In 1955, 55 percent of the food consumed in Alaska was produced in the state. Today, however,
the amount has shriveled to just 5 percent, according to the Redoubt Reporter.

“In 1955 we were pretty self-sufficient, but from 1955 to 2010, we have gone from being self-reliant and
independent to completely vulnerable, completely dependent on the next plane,” Danny Consenstein, director of
the Alaska Farm Service Agency of the United States Department of Agriculture, told the Redoubt Reporter.

Why does Alaska produce so much less of its food in 20127

The Redoubt Reporter cites a complex web of factors, including decreased fuel costs and a heightened supply
chain that allowed for cheaper and more convenient food than one could grow in a family garden. Increased
convenience led to demand for non-seasonal items, such as exotic fruits from across the world, while large
corporations began to dominate the market over local business.

Yet as fuel prices increase, and concerns over carbon emissions and food security follow suite, Alaska is looking
to produce more of its own food.

"We have gone from being self-reliant and independent to completely vulnerable, completely dependent on the
next plane,” Consenstein tells the Redoubt Reporter.

Increased food production will mean a healthier, more stable and economically sound state, he says.

One U.S. Department of Agriculture survey notes that Alaskans spend $2 billion annually on food, but only 2-3
percent of that food comes from within the state.

“Imagine if just 10 percent more stayed here...That 10 percent is like $200 million dollars that would be bouncing
around local communities,” Consenstein told the Redoubt Reporter.

Read much, much more from the Redoubt Reporter,

Read more about eating local in Alaska here.

RELATED:
Bristol Bay salmon land on Dillingham school lunch menus

Cold Alaska summer hurting farmers and fresh produce lovers
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Alaska Dispatch uses Facebook's commenting system. Add your comment to the box below, then follow
the steps to log into Facebook. To report spam or abuse, click the "X" in the upper right corner of the
comment box. Review our commenting guidelines
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GRANTS SECTION

NUTRITIONAL ALASKAN FOODS IN SCHOOLS

The Nutritonal Alaskan Foods in Schools was first funded as a pllot program In fiscal year 2013. The program's purpose s to encourage every Alaskan
school district to purchase nutritious Alaska Grown/caught/harvested foods.The Department of Commerce, Comimunity, and Economic Development,
Divislon of Community and Regional Affairs (DCCED, DCRA) administer the appropriation and distribute the money to the individual school districts.

The fiscal yeer capital bill (SB 18) has once again awarded $3 million dollars to the program in fiscal year 2014,

« Fifty-three percent (53%) of the funding will be allocated according to the 2012-2013 school year Average Dally Membership of each school district.
« Forty-seven percent {(47%) of the funding will be allocated according to the 2012-2013 School District Cost Factor.

The sum of these two amounts equals the total funding avallable to each school district for reimbursement of purchases under this program. Click hare
fi i | di jndivi i L

Each sthoo! district is responsible for making its purchases and submitting a reimbursement request and documentation to DCCED, DCRA. The request
and documentation must detail the quantity purchased, cost, proof the products were Alaska Grown or caught/harvested in Alaskan waters. Once
approved, raimbursement payments Wil be paid to the school districts up to the amount of the school district’s allocation. School districts will have until
June 30, 2014 to purchase items and July 15, 2014 to request reimbursement.

Each school district must enter Into a grant agreement prior to requesting relmbursement of funds. Click here for 2 sample grani agreament,
Food items which qualify for reimbursement under this program are:

« Finfish or shellfish caught or harvested in Alaskan waters
« Livestock raised in Alaska

+ Vegstiables, berries and fruits grown in Alaska

+ Poultry and poultry praoducts grown in Alaska

« Grains harvested in Alaska

« Milk produced from livestock In Alaska

How does the Alaska Grown Certification Program work with the Nutritional Alaskan Foods for Schools
program?

It works great! The State of Alaska, Division of Agriculture launched the Alaska Grown agriculture products certification
program in 1986; It is designed to highlight and promote farm products in the marketplace. Farmers and producers are
required to fill out a one-time, no cost application In order to join the program. The application is avallable online at:

i | . AKG Anoicali f

Food offered under the Alaska Grown logo are eligible foods for the Nutritional Alaskan Foods for School program.
Check out this information for purchasing tips!

Grant Documents And External Resource Links
» Signatory Authority Form
» School District Information Form
+ NAFS Financial Report Reimbursement Request Form: PDF Varsion Word Version Exgel Version
« FEinancigl ReportRelmbursement Request Form ingtructions
. Seafood Markel .
« Alaska Grown Soyrce Book
» Resources for School Food Service Professlonals
» Fiscal Year 2014 Capltal Bill Citation
+ Alaska Farm to School Program

For more information about NAFS Grants contact:

Debi Kruse, Grants Administrator Ml

Departrnent of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development
Division of Community and Reglonal Affairs

550 W. 71 Ave., Suite 1640

Anchorage, AK 99501

hitp:/icommerce.alasia.govdnn/dera/GrantsSectionMNutritional Alasianf oodsinSchools.aspx 12
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“Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed people con
change the world. Indeed, it is the only
thing that ever hes.”

thmamet Head

Community

Eat Local

Are you hungry for more renewables? Good newsl! You can eat renewable too! Help strengthen Alaska’s food system by eating
local meats and vegetables.

Alaska Is geographically isolated and has a limited growing season, which makes Alaskan’s heavily dependent on food imports.
Approximately 95% of the food we eat comes from outside Alaska. Our food imports are based on a transportation system reliant on
unstable fossil fuel prices. Additionally, Alaska is vulnerable to natural disasters {such as large-scale earthquakes and velcanic eruptions)
that threaten food shipments into the state. According to the Alaska Farm Bureau, if Qutside food sources were cut off, Alaska would only

have a 3-5 day food supply. MORE

To find farmers markets in your regicn check out the Alaska Division of Agriculture’s “Alaska Grown Source Book™,

Quick Facts:

Alaskans spend an estimated $2.5 billion per year on food. (Alaska Food Policy Council)

Alaska agriculture §upp|ie§ approximately 5% of the state's food needs while 95% is imported from other regions around the globe. {UIS
Department of Agriculture

if Alaskan's doubled local food purchases from 5% to 10 % the multiplier effect of $250 million in food dollars would remain in Alaska.
Policy C i

Recycling

Alimited market for recyclable materials has made the implementation of recycling programs difficult in Alaska. However, many options for
recycling do exist in Alaska's major communities. Because Alaska does not have a sorting facility, it is important to properly sort your
recyclables by material. Curbside recycling is available in some areas of Anchorage. For more information on curbside recycling in
Anchorage contact Alaska Waste,

For more information about what you can recycle and where to recycle it, refer to the following pages:
id W, Progr

hitp://alaskarenewableenergy.org take- action/eat-local/ 27



