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Safe Horizon moves victims of violence from crisis to confidence

Which children are most likely to suffer abuse or neglect?
Age otmost children who become 4clIma of abuse and neglect 18 months

Otile Vlctkns Nellie.: or younger

Number of children in the United States who died because of abuse or negiectin
2010:1,537

Of the numberof children wto died because ofabuse or neglect..

• 79.4% were oungerthan fouears of age
TDD phon. number for all
hotilnes: • 47.7% were ounger than one bear in age

866 6045350
Rats etwhlch bos become lctlms .. girls: Nearly the same (46.5% male
ss. 512% female)

How rmny reports of child abuse are rmde?

Numberofreports of child abuse erear In the United States: 3.6 million

Numberofchiidren inked In child abuse reports: 6 million

Who reports child abuse?

Report. that came from teachers, law
enforcement or legal representatt’es. or

social aeriAce pro’.4ders: 60%
(teacher. 16.4%; law enforcement
16.7%; social serke 11.5%)

Mon>mous (9%), otherrelaves of the child (7%). parents (6.5%), and fTiends or
neIghbors of the child (4A%) made up the remaining total.

Who is most likelyto abuse or neglect children?

.1 Call for hep (lr’ enos pca at2)

1 llrnl I wactusl

safehorizon
alt. search

[siSi 1UiL About Us WlwtWe Do Donate Hope Shop Get bwolved Newsroom Publications

What We Do

Domestic \olence & Abuse

Rape & Sesiai Assault

Child Abuse & Incest

Child Abuse Facts

Child Mvcacy Centers

10 Signs of Child Abuse

Stalking

Mb-Traffid’ing Program

Helping Youth

Counseling & Support Groups

Cou rt & Cam m unity

Legal Assistance

Our Stories

Child abuse can hake damaging effect. not only on the children who suffer it, but
on communities that mustaddress the aftamath of abuse. Learn the fact. about
chIld abuse and how)cu can help chIldren in need.

0 (J FE Share This

DONATE NOW>>
Give to families r. crisis

Donate

Tell-a-friend about us

Make a restitution paoi ant

Hotline Phone Numbers

Domestic Violence Hotilne:

t I

Ipe a Sexual Assault
Nadine:
212 .227.3000

sign up for email. I news

sIGN UP>>
Get news and updates on Safe Hodn

Mditional Links

tj Corporate Support

SafeWork

Online Community

j Hope Shining

hftpfsafeharizon.orghndSwhat-vs-do-2/cflld-abuse--incest-5Wohild-abuse-staUstics--facts-3G4.hUd
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Percentage of abusers who are
someone the child knows (a
parent’caregiver, other relatives,
neighbors, Mends, or persons

considered famliy: 81.2%

Age of most perpeb’atote of child abuse

(36.3% of cases): 20 to 29 years

C(the reports, 45.2% of the

perpefltors were male and 53.6%
were female.

What can happen to children who are abused or neglected?

As children

Babies who are 4cilms of shaken babysyndrome can suffer bleeding In the eys
orbraln: damage to the spinal cord end neck; rib and bone fractures. These
injuries can be fatal.

Child physical abuse can result In the maiformaton of the brain, reauitng in
Impaired mental development and lack of growth In ‘4taI areas.

Child abuse ctims es oung as three ysars of age have shown signs of
depression and withdrawal sptms.

Child abuse 4ctJms are more Ilkelyto e,Ibitantl-sodaI behalors. induding
borderline personailtydleorders and 4oientbehalor.

Child abuse 4ctims placed in faster or kinship care becauee of abuse or neglect
were found to SC’ lowerthan other students in tests of cognitive capeolty,
language development, end academic achievement

As teen..rs

In e ebidyof ysung adults who suflèred

child abuse or neglect, dO% met
criteria for at least one ps)vhiablc
disorder byage 21, indudlng
depression, an,dety, eating disorders,
and suidde attempts.

In a U.S. Deperbnent of Health and
Human SerMoes studycf homeless

cuth,ltfoundthat of those
eurveysd had escaped a home where
theysuffeced physical abuse, and

left because cfseiel abuse.

Young peeple who were 4cUrns of child abuse and neglectare 25% more
likelyto eerlence teen pregnendes, delinquencies, end to suffermental health
problems. Theyare mole Ilkelyto perfonn lower in school, to engage in high-risk
seniel beha(or, and to use alcohol and Illiclidnigs.

According toe NatIonal institute of Justice study, abused and neglected children

were 11 times more Ilkelyto engage In criminal beheoras teens, era 2.7 F
times more llkeiyto be arrested fon4oient and criminal behatoras en adult,
and are 3.1 tImes more likelyto be arrested forone of manyforms ohiolent
clime.

As adults

Adult, who suffered child abuse end neglect can develop allergies, arthritis,
asthma, bronchitis, high blood pressure, and ulcers, in addition to other physical
dIsabIlities because of poor health caused bythe abuse.

Child abuse and neglect have been aseodetad with panlcand dIssociative
dlsordem. attention deficit andlor h)peracthilydlsorder, depression, anger, and
post4aumetlc efress dlsorderin chIldren end in adults who suffered ebuse.

Adult, who were abused orneglected as children are more Ilkelyto abuse
alcohol ordrugs during thelrlifetimes. Aettdyfound thetas menyas two-thirds
ofindMduals In dwg boabnentprograms reported being abused as children.

ContMubg the cycie Webuse

Researchers estimate thatone-thlrd of abused and neglected children will grow
up to abuse theirown children when theybecome parents.

How much can child abuse cost?

htpfl,safehorizcn.orgRndesWiat-’Ae-do-2/child-abuse--Incest-5Wchlld-abuse-staUs6cs--facts-304.htn1
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$124 biIlior:Eafirnated minimum
annual costof child abuse to U.S.
communities to prrndde

.

Heeithcaretobeatmentai
Illnesses, substance abuse,
mental and physical disabilities,
and other health-reletad issues

.

Child weifare and protection

Law enforcementand court
systems aflocation to handle
juwnile and adult criminal cases

SpecIal education costs

• Unempioyrnentand underampioymentserlces end benefits

Low-end estimated costpercase of child abuse: $210,012

Total cost of public education fcr5o million chlidren in the United States (2007-

2008): billion

Cost per pupli for a public education: $10,441

TAKE
ACTION: Help save young lives and young futures

Racognlze the Signs: Safe HoriDna 10 Si;ns ef Child Abuse ( orBflE
wrsion) can help you learn to recognlm when a child Is being abused.

Report chid abuse: Find out eoort a case in your stats.

laIp a chid In adsis: Safe Hortmns Child Mvcacy Centers prrn4de healing,
hope, and justice to more than 5,000 children each year. to
gibe chiid ticlima of abuse comfort

Retum to our .&a& page.

Resources
Get informed. Get more facts and steUsU abcutchfld abuse end neglect

institute of Education Sciences, National Centerfor Education Statistics:

much

mu
schools?

U.S. Centers for Disease Contiti and Pmendon: Economic Burden of Child
Preenn.

U.S. Deparenentof Heeith and Human Ser’.lces, Administration for Children &
Families, Office of Pianning. Research 8 Eisiuation:

] and

U.S. Deparfrnentof Health and Human Ser4ces, Administration for Children &
Families: 2010 Child ktiweabnent
Report

U.S. Departinentof Heath and Human Ser4ces. Administration for Children &
Families.

U.S. DepartnentofHeaith and Human Serces. Administration for Children 8
Families: Se and N

U.S. National Libraryof Medicine, National fristitutas ntHsalth: ‘The Reaonso

__________

s of Hpmep
Adolescents (Johnson. Raw. Stamgian; 2006)

U.S. Netionai institutes of Health, National institute on Drug Abuse:
(Swan. 1998)

SIie orzorS ‘rSs o’- a to ,nft scocot p’eventiolence end oce:sdce ,.-v,i’c_ ofci’e en 58, theirfarnfl:s and conr
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