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Safe Horizon :: Child Abuse: Statistics & Facts

Safe Horlzon moves victims of violance from crisis to confidence
Call for help (ll&menos para ayuda) | 00067 HOPE (46730

What We Do
Domastic Violance & Abusa
Rape & Sexual Assault
Chiid Abuse & Incest
Child Abuse Facts
Child Advocacy Cantars
10 Signs of Child Abusa
Stalking
Anti-Trafficking Program
Helping Youth
Counseling & Support Groups
Court & Community
Legal Assistance
Cur Stories

e Home ) Jobs | ContactUs | Siamap
Safe Horizon 90 Eapafial
stosearch
Donate Hope Shop Publications

Donate
Tell-a-friend about us
Make a restitution paymant

Hotline Phone Numbers

Domestic Viclence Hotline:
AOGGZ1 HOPE (4673

Crimo Victims Hotline:
BEE.689 HELP (4357}

Rape & Sexusl Assault
Hotline:

2122273000

TDD phone number for all
hotiines:

BEG.604 5350

Get involved

Child abuse can have damaging effects not only on the children who suffer it, but
on communitias that must address the aftlarmath of abuge, Leamn the facts about
child abuse and how you can help chlidren in need.

Which children are most likely to suffer abuse or neglect?
Age of most children who become victims of abuse and neglect 15 months
or younger

Number of children in the Unitad States who dled becauss of abuse or neglectin
2010: 1,537

Of the number of children who dled because of abuse or nagiect...

¢ 79.4% wers younger than four years of age
* 47.7%, wers younger than cne yoar In age

Rets atwhich boys become vicims vs.ginis: [N early the same (48.5% male
v8, 51.2% female)

How many reports of child abuse are made?
Number of reparts of child abuse every year In the United States: 7.6 million

Number of children involved in child abuge reports: & million

Who reports child abuse?

Reports that ceme from teachers, law
enforcement or legal representatives, or
social senice providers: 60%

{teachers 16.4%; law enforcement
16.7%; social senvce 11.5%)

Anonymous (8%), othar relatives of the child (7%), parents (6.8%), and friends or
neighbors of the child {4.4%) mada up the remaining total.

Who is most likely to abuse or neglect children?

hitpwww.safehorizon.org indexwhat-we-do-2/chlld-abuse—-Incest-55/child-abuse-statistics--facts-304.htmi

DONATE NOW >>

Give 1o families in cnisis
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Percentage of abusers who are W

asomaone the child knows {a b
parentcaragiver, other relatives,
nslighbors, friends, or persons

considered family):

Age of most pampetrators of child abuse
{36.3% of cases):

Of tha reports, of the
perpetrators ware male and
wera female.

As chiidren

Babias who are victims of shaken baby syndrome can suffer bleading In the ey
orbraln; damage to the spinal cord and neck; rib and bone frachires. These
Injuries can be fatal.

Child physical abuse can result In the malformaton of the brain, resulting in
Impalred mental development and lack of growth in wtal areas.

Child abuse victims as young as three years of age have shown signs of
depression and withdrawa) symploms.

Child abuse victims are more likelyto exhibit anti-social behaviors, including
borderiine parsonality disorders and violent bahavior.

Child abuse victims placed in foster or kinship care because of abuse or naglact
wers found lo scora lower than other students In tests of cognitive capacity,
language developmaent, and academic achievement.

As tesnagers

In a study of young adults who suffered

child abuse or naglect, met
critaria for atleast one psychiatric
disorder byage 21, including
depression, anxdety, eating disarders,
and suicide attempts.

In a U.S. Department of Haalth and
Human Senices study of homeless
youth, itfound that of those
surveyed had escaped a home where
they suffered physical abuse, and

BN - W | T, 1eftbecause of amusl abuse,

Young people who were vicims of child abuse and neglect are more
likslyto experience teen pregnancies, delinquencies, and to suffer mental health
problems. They are more llkelyto perform lower in school, to engage in high-risk
sexual behavior, and to use alcohal and lllicit drugs.

According to a National Instituls of Justice study, abusad and negleciad children
were more likelyto angape In criminal bahavior as teans, are

mors llkelyto be amested for violant and criminal behavior as an adult,

and ars 3.1 timas more likely lo be ameated for one of manyforms of viclent
crime.

As sduits

Adults who suffered child abuse and neglect can devalop ellargies, arthritls,
asthma, bronchltis, high blood pressure, and ulcers, in addition to other physical
disabliities because of poor health caused by the abuse.

Chiid abuse and neglect have been assoclaled with panic and dissociative
disorders, attention deficlt and/or hyperactivity disorder, depression, anger, and
post-raurnatic stress disorderin children and in adults who suffered abuse.

Adults who were abused or neglecied as children are morm likelyto abuse
alcohol or drugs during thelr lifemeas. Astudyfound thatas manyas two-thirds
ofindividuals In drug trestment programs reportad being abused as children.

Continuing the cycle of abuse

Researchers estimate that one-third of abused and negleciad children will grow
up to abuss thelr own children when they bacome parents.
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1 Estimated minimum
annual cost of child abuse to U.S,
communities to provide

Healthcars to treat mantal
liinesses, substance abuse,
mental and physical disabllities,
and other health-related issues

Child welfare and protaction

Law enforcemant and court
systams allocation to handle
juvenile and adult criminal cases

Special education costs
Unemployment and underemployment senices and benefits

Low-and eatimaiad coat pet case of child ebuse:
Total cost of public educalion for S0 million children in the Unliad States (2007-
2008):

Cost per pupll for a public education:

Recognize the Signs: Safe Horizon's 10 Signs of Child Abuse { or
version) can help you laam to recognize when a child Is being abused.

Rapott child abuse: Find out in your state,

Help & chiid in crisle: Safe Horizon's Child Advocacy Centers provide healing,
hope, end justice to more than 5,000 children each year, to
give child icims of abuse comfort.

Retum to our page.

Getinformed. Get more facts and statisics about child abuse and neglect.
Institute of Education Sclences, National Center for Education Statiatics:

U.S. Centers for Dissase Control and Prevention:

U.S. Depariment of Health and Human Senvces, Administration for Children &
Famllies, Office of Planning, Research & Evaluation:

U.S. Departmant of Hoalth and Human Senices, Admintstration for Children &
Familles: 2010 Chlid Maltreatment
Report.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Senvices, Administration for Children &
Familles.

U.S. Depariment of Health and Human Sendces, Administration for Children &
Familles: L,

U.S. National Library of Medicine, National institutes of Health:
(Johnson, Rew, Stemglanz, 2006)

U.S. National Institutas of Haalth, National Institute on Drug Abuse:
{Swan, 1998)

Sa’e Honzon's miss on is to provide suppor, preverivio'anca and promote justice o7 vishms o' crime and abuse, theirfarm’l es and cormmuniigs.
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