
Background for HJR 1 

They're named for James G. Blaine, who proposed such an amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution while he was Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives in 1875. The 
amendment passed overwhelmingly (180-7) in the House, but failed (by 4 votes) in the 
Senate. Although the amendment failed narrowly, state-level versions were wildly 
successful. And in several states, adoption of Blaine Amendments was made an explicit 
condition for entering the Union.  

Thirty-Seven states have provisions placing some form of restriction on government aid 
to "sectarian" schools and their equivalents that go far beyond any limits in the U.S. 
Constitution. 

“No State shall make any law respecting an establishment                     
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; and no                
money  raised by taxation in any  State for the support of public 
schools, or derived from any public fund therefor, nor any public 
lands devoted thereto, shall ever be under the control of any         
religious sect; nor shall any money so raised or lands so devoted        
be divided between religious sects or denominations." 

Sheldon Jackson v. State 599 P. 2d 127, 1979 
 
In May of 1976 the attorney general issued an opinion declaring tuition 
grants to be invalid as a direct benefit to private schools in violation of 
article VII, section 1. The Department of Administration then stopped 
paying tuition grants. Appellant Sheldon Jackson College, a private 
educational institution, filed suit to enjoin the department's termination 
order, but agreed to dismiss the suit without prejudice when a proposition 
to amend article VII, section 1, to permit tuition grants was placed on the 
ballot to be voted on in the general election of November, 1976. *fn2 
 
The ballot proposition was rejected by the voters 64,211 to 54,636. Sheldon 
Jackson then renewed its lawsuit and another private university, Inupiat 
University of the Arctic, filed a complaint in intervention. The superior 
court concluded that the tuition grant program provides direct benefits to 
private educational institutions and thus violates article VII, section 1. 
Summary judgment was thereupon granted in favor of the state. 
We affirm. 
 



Alaska Financial Aid to Students Amendment 
(1976) 
The Alaska Direct Financial Aid to Students Amendment ballot question was on 
the November 2, 1976 statewide general election ballot in Alaska as a proposed 
legislatively-referred constitutional amendment to the Alaska Constitution, where it was 
defeated. 

The ballot summary said, "This is a proposal to amend Article VII, Section 1 of the 
Constitution of the State of Alaska to allow public funds to be used to provide direct aid 
such as scholarships and tuition equalization grants to students attending private 
educational institutions. The Attorney General of the State of Alaska has interpreted 
Article VII, Section 1 of the Constitution, as it now reads, to prohibit the State from 
giving tuition equilization grants to students attending private colleges or universities in 
the State." 

 


