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March 19, 2014 
	  
Senator Cathy Giessel, Chair, Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 
Re: Senate Bill 28, Susitna State Forest 
 
Dear Senator Giessel: 
 
The Resource Development Council (RDC) is writing to support SB 28, which would create the 
Susitna State Forest on 763,200 acres of state land west of the Parks Highway.  
 
RDC is a statewide, non-profit, membership-funded organization founded in 1975. The RDC 
membership is comprised of individuals and companies from Alaska’s oil and gas, mining, 
timber, tourism, and fisheries industries, as well as Alaska Native corporations, local 
communities, organized labor, and industry support firms. RDC’s purpose is to link these 
diverse interests together to encourage a strong, diversified private sector in Alaska and expand 
the state’s economic base through the responsible development of our natural resources. 
 
The Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR) currently manages 9.5 million acres of 
state land in the Matanuska and Susitna Valleys. The bill would establish the Susitna State 
Forest from land classified for forestry – lands managed by DNR for timber harvest and other 
multiple uses. Remaining land is designated for other uses, including land sales, recreation, 
water resources, agriculture, and fish and wildlife habitat. Over 3.1 million acres is protected in 
legislatively-designated state parks, refuges, and public use areas.  
 
The establishment of the Susitna State Forest would ensure that large tracts of land would 
remain available for long-term forest management that maximizes the sustainable supply of 
timber from the state timber base; develops access and encourages a broad range of uses on state 
forest land, including motorized uses; and provides economic and recreational opportunities to 
communities, businesses, and residents.  
 
It would allow the Division of Forestry to more actively manage lands and vegetation to 
promote a variety of forest ages, which in turn would maximize the sustainable supply of timber 
from the state timber base and provide for more diverse and healthy habitats for wildlife. In 
addition, active management would also help reduce wildfire risk. 
 
The Division of Forestry would manage the state forest for a long-term supply of timber to help 
meet growing regional demand for state timber sales and personal use firewood harvesting. The 
state forest would also help meet increasing demand for logs, chips, and biomass feedstock for 
commercial, public school, residential space heating, and wood pellet manufacturing.  Local 
processors depend on a stable long-term supply of state timber for their raw materials. In fact, a 
dependable long-term supply is required to justify major private investment in processing and 
manufacturing facilities or expansion of such facilities.  
 
An enhanced long-term timber supply would not only help support the forest products industry, 
it would create new jobs, and provide important economic opportunities to local communities, 
businesses, and residents.  
 

Founded 1975 
Executive Director  

Rick Rogers 
2013-2014 Executive Committee 

Phil Cochrane, President 
L.F. “Len” Horst, Sr. Vice President 

Ralph Samuels, Vice President 
Eric Fjelstad, Treasurer 
Lorna Shaw, Secretary 

Tom Maloney, Past President 
Bob Berto 

Patty Bielawski 
Pat Carter 

Steve Denton 
Ella Ede 
Stan Foo 

Paul Glavinovich 
Bill Jeffress 

Scott Jepsen 
Wendy Lindskoog 

Lance Miller 
Kara Moriarty 

Hans Neidig 
Ethan Schutt 
John Shively 

Jeanine St. John 
Cam Toohey 

Directors 
Anna Atchison 

Greg Baker 
John Barnes 
Tom Barrett 

Dave Benton 
Jason Bergerson 

Rick Boyles 
Jason Brune 

Dave Chaput 
Steve Connelly 

Bob Cox 
Dave Cruz 

Paula Easley 
Brad Evans 
Corri Feige 
Mike Ferris 

Jeff Foley 
Pat Foley 

Carol Fraser 
Tim Gallagher 

Ricky Gease 
Matt Gill 

Dan Graham 
Scott Habberstad 
Karl Hanneman 

Rick Harris 
Rock Hengen 

Steve Hites 
Teresa Imm 

Michael Jesperson 
Mike Jungreis 

Frank Kelty 
Thomas Krzewinski 

John Lau 
Tom Lovas 

Thomas Mack 
John MacKinnon 

Stephanie Madsen 
Karen Matthias 

Sam Mazzeo 
Ron McPheters 

James Mery 
Eddie Packee 

Lisa Parker 
Judy Patrick 

Charlie Powers 
Shannon Price 

Glenn Reed 
Mike Satre 

Keith Silver 
Lorali Simon 

John Sturgeon 
Jan Trigg 

Doug Ward 
 

Ex-Officio Members 
Senator Mark Begich 

Senator Lisa Murkowski 
Congressman Don Young 

Governor Sean Parnell 
 
 
 



Page 2, RDC comments on SB 28, Susitna State Forest 

There has been some concern expressed by local residents and user groups that the proposed forest may block public 
access and traditional uses. RDC would not be supporting this bill if that were indeed the case. RDC has a long history 
of fighting for and preserving access to both federal and state land for the responsible development of natural 
resources, economic development, job creation, recreation, and traditional uses, including motorized uses. We would 
be writing in opposition to the bill if it were yet another impediment to access.  
 
DNR is serious about developing access to a newly-designated state forest in the region, including an all-season road 
to the Little-Su, as well as a permanent bridge crossing. Clearly, the forest would be open for public use and enhance 
access, wildlife habitat management and harvest, and recreational activities.  
 
Public access on state forests is typically greater than on other state land because active timber management requires 
expansion of the road system. Access is a major focus of the state forest planning process as plans provide detailed 
guidance on road design, construction, and maintenance. In fact, DNR has a demonstrated track record of providing 
access in state forests, with design and management tailored to the resource management needs of each forest.  
 
It is important to keep in mind that SB 28 would establish a new state forest from state lands presently designated for 
forest management. The Susitna State Forest would be managed consistent with the management intent under the 
current Susitna Matanuska and the Southeast Susitna Area Plans. Alaska’s Forest Resources Practices Act would apply 
to management activities on the forest and is designed to protect both fish habitat and water quality.  
 
If established, Susitna would be the fourth state forest in Alaska after the Haines, Tanana, and Southeast State forests. 
These land units have demonstrated that legislatively-designated forests are a desirable means of ensuring timberlands 
are available for management while allowing access for other uses.  
 
RDC supports SB 28 and believes the proposed state forest will be of much benefit to the local economy – creating and 
sustaining much needed jobs in the forest products industry while providing many other opportunities, including public 
access that doesn’t exist today for other multiple uses. We urge the committee to pass SB 28. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Carl Portman 
Deputy Director 
 
cc:  Chris Maisch, State Forester  
 Sen. Mike Dunleavy 
 Sen. Charlie Huggins 
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