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Senator Michaeal Dunleavy
Chairman Senate Labor and Commerce Committee
State Capitol Room 510
Juneau AK, 9980
(907) 465-6011

Subject: SB 190
March 17, 2014

Dear Senator Dunleavy,

My primary concern is with (b) of Sec. 08.54.635. The wording of this section empowers a guide-outfitter or 
class-A assistant to create an “instant” guide. Understanding that (b) of Sec. 08.54.635 states this “power” can 
only be exercised if the “...licensed registered guide-outfitter or a class-A assistant guide is physically present...”, 
the scenario of a guide having two hunters in the field then placing one client with the “freshly minted” packer 
turned guide while he takes the other hunter within the prescribed distance is possible. Guide and one client in 
one location - packer and other client in another location within a distance defined by the Big Game Commer-
cial Services Board.

The “loop-hole” created by (b) of this committee substitute is of even greater concern when the following is 
considered:

1.  The Legislature has mandated that non-resident hunters be accompanied by an indi-
vidual licensed by the State to perform guiding services when hunting certain species. How-
ever, the supporting regulatory structure does not require the individual doing the ac-
tal guiding have ever hunted the animal for which the non-resident is being guided.

2.    The Big Game Commercial Services Board, after two plus years of committee meetings, 
defined the possible area of “supervision” (pages 3&4) illustrated in fig.1 (page 2). Though the 
revision facilitates certain guiding practices it did nothing to aswage some of the serious train-
ing issues facing the guiding profession.  (Note: A review of the sheep harvest data, for the years 
2006-2010, indicated the monetary value of guided non-resident sheep hunts resulting in the 
harvest of sub-legal sheep, exceeded ONE MILLION DOLLARS.)

The major concerns with section (b) could be addressed in part by:

•	 replace the term “designate” with phrasology that will permit particiption 
with “direct supervision”, but disallow directing activities requiring a guide          
license of any class;

•	 clearly define “direct supervision” in legislation;
•	 maintain legislative oversight.

Senator Dunleavy and members of the Labor and Commerce Committee, thank you for taking the time to re-
view these comments regarding the CS for SB190.

Joe Want
907-750-4736
wantj43@gmail.com
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