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2014  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO.

FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

Section 1:  Amends existing statute to expand the duties of the Department of Public Safety to transmit information 
regarding a person’s adjudication as mentally ill (i.e., an involuntary commitment) to a U.S. Department of Justice 
database for inclusion in its criminal background check system (NICBCS).    
  
Section 2:  Amends current statute AS 47.30. 845 to make clear that the only information to be reported by Public Safety 
to the national criminal background check system is the adjudication not specific patient diagnostic or clinical 
information.   
  
Section 3: Amends an existing statute (AS 47.30.850) regarding the expunging or sealing of patient records to including a 
mechanism for a person to petition/motion the court to have the actual adjudication for mental illness (i.e., an involuntary 
commitment for up 30, 90, or 180 days) expunged or sealed. 
  
Section 4: Creates a new section to AS 47.30.850 related to the sealing or expunging of patient records by setting out the 
grounds on which a superior court judge may erase a person’s previous adjudicated as mentally ill from that person’s 
record.  This decision would effectively take this person out from under the federal law that prohibits a person 
adjudicated mentally ill from possessing a firearm or ammunition.  The decision to deny or grant the request to expunge 
or seal knowledge of the adjudication is appealable to the Alaska Supreme Court.  
  
Section 5: Creates a new section (AS 47.30.907) that will require the Alaska Court System and Department of Health and 
Social Services to report to Public Safety when a person is either adjudicated mentally ill and involuntarily committed for 
treatment or when the superior court allows the record of an adjudication for mental illness to be expunged or 
sealed.  The report requires identification of the person and a number of details regarding the adjudication or judicial 
seal.  This section also makes it clear that an adjudication for mental illness does not include emergency detention or 
hospitalization for evaluation (i.e., the 72-hour hold).   
  
Section 6:  Amends AS  47.30.915 to include a definition of “adjudication of mental illness or mental incompetence” and 
“disabilities of a record of an involuntary commitment or an adjudication of mental illness or mental competence.”   
 
 
The cost of HB 366 to the Department of Law is indeterminate.  The inclusion of sections 3 and 4 to this bill that allows for 
a person to petition the court to seal or expunge their records will result in increased work by the Department of 
Law.  Each of these matters will be noticed to the Department of Law, who will need to take a position and in many 
instances litigate whether the request to seal or expunge the records should be granted.  This could result in participation 
at the hearing by attorneys from both the civil and criminal divisions. At this time there is no way to estimate how many 
persons would seek this judicial relief and as such we cannot estimate the overall cost to the Department of Law. 
 


