
For
years,

w
e

have
re

searched,
interview

ed,
w

ritten,
photographed

and
laid

out
the

latest
new

s
about

the
F-35

L
ightning

II
and

w
hat

it m
eans

to
L

uke
A

ir
Force

B
ase’s

future
and

econom
ic

vitality
w

ith
its

arrival
T

hat
day

is
alm

ost
here.

A
nd

it all
cam

e
aboutthrough

focus
and

hard
w

ork
of F

ighter
C

ountry
P

artnership
and

its
supporters.

T
here

w
as

)
L

u
k
e

F
orw

ard
cam

paign
t

it
drew

support
from

all
over

the
V

alley
and

state.
G

ov.
Jan

B
rew

er
helped

kick
offthe

initial
cam

paign
at the

state
capitol.

T
hrough

it
all,W

est V
alley

m
ayors,

the
A

rizona
C

ham
ber

of C
om

m
erce

and
Industry,

and
G

reater
Phoenix

E
conom

ic
C

ouncil
gave

their
full

sup-
port.

T
rips

to
W

ashington,
ftC

.
arid

calls
to

the
nublic

during
environm

ental
im

pact
statem

ent
hearings

resulted
in

overw
helm

ing
support

for
the

F-35
training

m
ission

at
L

uke.
W

hat
w

as
view

ed
as

a
daunting

task.
how

ever,turned

into
a

stream
lined

w
ork

ofart,
a

com
ing

together
for

a
corn-

m
on

cause.
T

his
past

sum
m

er, the
D

c-
partm

entof D
efense

m
ade

its
decision:

L
uke

A
FB

w
ould

be

the
prim

ary
pilot

training
base

for
the

country’s
fifth-gen

eration
fighter jet.

It
is

a
great

honor
to

be
the

hom
e

ofthis
m

ission.
Itm

eans
a

revitalized
eco

n
o

m
y

in
the

W
estV

alley,
a

signal
of a

brighter
future

for
even

sm
allbusinesses

w
ho

m
anu

facture
the

m
ost

com
m

on
parts

ofa
futuristic

aircraft.
Itm

eans
jobs

for
people

w
ho

live
not

only
in

the
largest

m
etropolis

ofP
hoenix,

but
in

the
sm

allest
cities,

such
as

E
l

M
irage

and
Y

oungtow
n.

So,
as

a
gesture

of thanks
to

the
D

oD
,

and
to

salute
the

m
en

and
w

om
en

atL
uke

A
FB

,
w

ho
w

ill
be

w
orking

w
ith

the
F-35

on
a

daily
basis

som
e

day
soon,

W
estV

alley
m

ayors,
G

PC
and

A
rizona

C
ham

ber
officials

have
w

ritten
their

opinions
about w

hat
the

expansion-of
the

F-35
program

m
eans

for
the

V
alley

and
state.

W
e

at V
ISIO

N
S

hope
these

com
m

entaries
w

ill
enlighten

everyone
about

the
significance

ofthe
F-35’s

flighthom
e

to
T

,ukc
A

F
T
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T
o

serve
an

d
su

p
p

o
rt

the
m

en,
w

om
en,

fam
ilies

an
d

m
issio

n
o
f

L
uke

A
ir

F
o
rce

B
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F
all2013

c
_
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F
-3

5
ex

p
an

sio
n

th
e

rew
ard

of
focus

and
hard

w
ork

P
hoto

courtesy
L

ockheed
M

artin

S
oon,

the
W

est
V

alley
m

ay
see

the
sam

e
vision

as
seen

here
in

a
photo

of
the

first
nightflight

of
the

F-35A
,

Jan.
18,

2012
at

E
dw

ards
A

ir
F

orce
B

ase,
C

alif.,
piloted

by
L

ockheed
M

artin
test

pilot
M

ark
W

ard.


