Article V

The Founders Gave us a Solution: A Convention of States




Washington Won't Tie its Own Hands
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Bankruptcy is Here.
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Source: Heritage Foundation calculations based on data from the Congressional Budget
Office, Updated Budget Projections: Fiscal Years 2013 to 2023, May 2013,
http:/www.cbo.gov/publication/44172 (accessed May 15, 2013).
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This is Not Sustainable.
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The Congress, whenever two thirds of both houses shall
deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this
Constitution, or, on the application of the legislatures of two
thirds of the several states, shall call a convention for

proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid to
all intents and purposes, as part of this Constitution, when
ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of the several states, or

by conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the
other mode of ratification may be proposed by the
Congress; provided that no amendment which may be
made prior to the year one thousand eight hundred anad
eight shall in any manner affect the first and fourth clauses
iNn the ninth section of the first article; and that no state,
without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage
in the Senate.
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Authority granted 2/3 Trigger 3/4 Trigger
in Article V:

A1-- 2/3 of each house of congress
to "propose” amendments

Amendment
A2: 2/3 of state legislatures power to make\:onvention

"application” for a convention for purpose of
proposing amendments.

Ratification A6, A7,
or A8

A3: of congress to "call’ that convention A2+

- Proposed amendments
A4: of convention authority for "proposing - 0\ P
amendments". ' g
- \ IVE A5:
Ab: of congress to decide whether -
ratification shall be by state / A3
legislators or state conventions.

AG: If Congress selects the former method, authority to state legislatures to ratify or reject;
A7:. If Congress selects the latter method, implied authority and a mandate to each state
legislature to call a ratifying convention;

A8: Authority to three fourths of those conventions to ratify; and
A9: Authority incidental to the foregoing, such as the authority of all Article V assemblies to
establish their own rules, and the power of state
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Convention of States Timeline
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Convention of States Timeline
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Convention of States Timeline
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2015 Goal End of Year
24 states pass COS All ArticleV organizations
application get behind a single effort
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Convention of States Timeline

2016 Goal
Any remaining states pass COS Application

& Beyond
Proposed amendments are ratified by 38 states and
become part of the Constitution
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