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BLM Holds its First Meeting for New Central Yukon Land Plan
and Extends Comment Period Deadline

The Bureau of Land Management announced the start website at www bim goviak as this Information bacomes
of its public meeting series for the scoping period for the available,
Central Yukon Rescurce Management Plan / Environmen- During the scoping period for this plan, the BLM is seek-
tal Impact Statement. The first meeting was held at the ing input from the public and interested agencies on the
Morris Thompson Cultural and Visitors Center in Fair- nature and extent of issues and impacts to be addressed
banks on Monday, Oct. 28 and will continue as follows:

in tha RMP. which will provide future direction for approxi-

mately 16 miilion acres of BLM-administered public land in
central and northem Alaska. This Includes the Dalton

IN THIS ISSU

BLAM-AK snnouncas Public Mesting Schadule snd Scoping
Comment Patiod Deadiine Extanslon n tha Central Yukon -

New Date for the Close of Scoping Comments
for the Bering Ses Western Interior Plan -

[

Highway Comidor, Bi.M-managed lands in the central
Yukon River watershed, and the Central Arctic Manage-
ment Area Wilderness Study Area. Development of the
plan will take several years,

There is also a new dale for the close of the scoping

period for this plan. The BLM initially scheduled 180 days
for scoping, and the original date for the close of the scop-

Community Date/Time/Location
Tues. Oct. 28, 1:30 p.m.,
plgs Cemmunity Center
Thurs. Oct. 31, 2 p.m.,
e Community Center
Nenana |Mon. Nov. 4, TBD
Nulato Tues. Nov. 5, TBD

ing period was December 11, 2013. Due lo the lapse in
appropristions and the resulting Federal govermnment

Istevens Village

Wed. Nov. 6, TBD

shutdown, the documents were not available on the BLM
website from October 1 through October 16. 2013, Ag-

Ruby

Thurs. Nov, 7* (tentative)

cordingly, the new date for the close of the scaping period
for the Central Yukon RMP/EIS is January 17, 2014
Public involvement is an essential and required part of

the planning process. and comments submitted by Jany-
ary 17, 2014 will be incduded in the BLM's scoping raport

TBD
" A Mon. Nov. 18, 2 p.m.,
iLake Minchurmina Library
Anchorage Week of Dec. 2, Campbell

Jtract Scienca Center

for the RMP,
For more information on the plan, the process and

Meelings in another six communities, as well as specific
meeﬁm placas and times, will be posted on the BLM's

haw to provide comment, visit the BLM planning web-

site at: yww.bim,aoviakiplanning, ¢

Reminders -

BLM fulfllls finsl ANCSA Entitlement

for Oceanside Corporation -

BLM-AK Travel and Transportation
Planning and Process Meeting -

State of Alaska Requests U.S. Supremae Court
Review of Federal Reserved Water Rights Case -

The Changing Face of Visitation on the Tongass
Natlonal Forest: Cabin Program -

White Sulphur Hot Springs Bathhionse COMPLETE! -

USFS Considers Closure of Twelve Public-Use Cablns:
Some Vol are F d by the Regulations

Rural Determination Process
Rulemaking Comment Period Extendad

Collectively, the US Foresi Service and the US Fish and
Wildlife Service have msunced n the Frdenyf Regisier an
of the penod i 4 proposed rdemaking on

Naw Date for the Close of Scoping Comments for the Bering Sea—
Waestern interior Plan as a resuit of the Feders! Governmaent Shutdown

The Bureau of Land Management announced on October 25 the new date
for the close of the public scoping comment period for the Bering Sea West-
ern Interior Resource Management Plan (BSWI RMP). The BLM initiaily
scheduled for the close of the public scoping comments to be December 16,

the rural determinztion process. The Foderal Subsi
Board 13 extending the comment period through December 2,
20t3, on ua earlier request for zamments. The Federal Subsist-
ence Regronal Advisory Councils, through the Board, has
rescheduled public mesiings 1o receive commenis and make
recommendations (o the Federal Subsisience Board

C. may be suly lly to

To reviaw the announcement in \he Federal Register visit:

weece sl pav
Search Docket [D. FS_FRDOC_0001 - 1693

2013, but due to the (apse in appropriations and the resulting federal gov-
ernment shutdown, the documents were nat avallable to the public on the
BLM website during that time. Therefore, the deadiine has been extended
to January 17, 2014,

Public involvement is an essential and required part of the ptanning process,
and comments submitted by January 17, 2014 will be Included In the Scop:
ing Report

Lomments may be submitted to BSWi_RMP_Comment@bim gov. For more

infarmation, visit our website at www bim goviak/olanning. ¢
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State Does Good, Sustainable Work In Managing
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USFS Conslders Cabin Closures ...
{contiued from page 3) +

State Does GoOd _icnvnuat prem page 4 -

Hawadax Island recovery exceeding
expectations — the RatIsland makeover
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Science Center Back in Business -
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8. For more information visit the planning website ar: ;

®  ‘The USES propuses to issuce 2 peemanent
{IFSM) 2020 and is accepting comments until

project website at: :
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*  State of Alaska—IDNR’s new Land Records Site: hitpe/ /dng.alasha goy/tandrecords/,

and Reminders

erior Resguy 3 Plan hes opened public scoping
information and to submir comments visit the project website ar:

oli
For morc information visit the

y the Institure of the North—a ewice annual training “...at the
request of Congress, the Instituee of the North created a detafled and in-depth training curriculum on
the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act
the Alaska context for this sweeping and historic lands act and exphains, in detail, its unique aspects.”
i . 1'or more informanion, visit the Insti-

[ANILCA]) of 1980. The curriculum ilfuminates

Agency Websites:

4. lorinfor-

National Park Service

Jnps.gov/state/ak/index. htm

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

http://alaska.fws.gov/

U.S. Forest Service - Region 10, AK
httg:{{www.fs.usda.gov{rlog

Bureau of Land Management

http://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en.htmi

Department of the Interior

http://www.doi.gov

1st Avenue, Door

in [Forest Service Manual

L4 = .

a” Alas-| N o tional Marine Fisheries Service

http://www.nmfs.noaa gov/

BLM-Alaska Travel and Transportation Planning
To hold Agency Meeting to Discuss BLM’s Process

BLM-Alaska invites the public and
agencies to attend a discussion oppor-
tunity focusing on the BLM Travel
and Transportation Planning process
and access to and across BLM-
managed lands.

This meeting will be at the BLM
Anchorage District Office located at
Campbell Tract off Elmore Road on
November 21, 2013 1-4pm.  This
discussion: is open to the public bu
seating is limited. You should consid-
er attending if you are interested in
leaming about how BLM plans for

BLM fulfills final ANCSA entitlernent
for Oceanside Corporation

The Bureau of Land Management an-
nounced on October 28 that it had made an
important land transfer to Oceanside Corpo-
ration, compieting the corporation's land
entitiement under the Alaska Native Claims

Setflement Act of 1971 {ANCSA). Oceanside
Corporation was formed under ANCSA lo
fepresent the Alaska Native wilage of Per-
ryvillo,

The signing ceremony was heid in An-
chorage. Oceenside's comporate board was
prasent, a» well as atiomey Sam Fortier and
Frandisca Demask from Bristol Bay regional
corporation. BLM-Alaska State Director Bud
C. Cribley signed the final patent for 6,880
acres

Oceanside Corporation received Its first
conveyances under ANCSA from BLM in
February, 1978. With this patent, Oceansids
Comoralion recelved just over 93,926 acres
of land In the vicintty of Pamyville on the
Alaska Peninsula

access to across its lands,

The discussion will cover the basics
of BLM Travel Management Planning,
focusing on:

* An overview of the BLM Travel
and Transportation Management
poiicy;

¢ The BLM Travel and Transporta-
tion Planning process;

« The distinction between land use
planning and implementation level
decisions;

» The scope of public, local, and
edministrative use that is evaluated
during the Travel Management
Planning Process, and;

* The discussion will not cover spe-
cific or individuel property issues
but Staff will be on hand after the
discussion;

For more information, please contact
Mr. Randy Goodwin, Alaska Travel
Management & OHV Coordinator at:
(907) 474-2369 or by email: taood-

k A

RECENT CACFA moetings have
been streamed LIVE, In real time,
on Alaska Legislative Telovision:

¥erw.aklty, Thank you very
much to the State of Alaska Staff
that make this avallable and to

‘360North’ and ‘Gave]ALASKA'

who manage the archive for
CACFA at:

arghiveyt
f= il S

of_BRbrcheCitiampt Aovigory+Commissl
enten+PpdernitArpas. Thank youl
*

State of Alaska Requests U.S. Supreme Court Review of
Federal Reserved Water Rights Case

On November 4, 2013, the State of Alaska filed a petition for writ of cer-
tiorari with the United States Supreme Court in State v. Jewell. The peti-
tion requests review of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals' decision ex-
tending control over fishing and hunting to the federal government on
state-owned navigable waters not only in, but also adjacent to federal
lands,

The case involves fundamental questions of control and authority over
navigable waters in the state. When Alaska becama a state, it was granted
the same sovereign rights as all other states, including title to the lands
underlying navigable waterways within its borders, and the right to con-
trol those navigable waters and the resources in them. This right applies
regardless of whether the waterway goes through federal land.

According to Attorney General Michael Geraghty, “This decision not only
threatens the principle that Alaskans should manage their own fish and
game, which was the impetus for Alaska statehood, but also the ability of
the State to conserve its resources for future generations.”

A federal regulation promuigated in 1999 took away control of navigable
waters from the State and placed them under the authority of the federal
government. Relying on an unprecedented extension of the federal re-
served water rights doctrine, the Ninth Circuit upheld the regulation ex-
tending federal subsistence jurisdiction to navigable waterways not only
in, but adjacent to federal lands under the Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act (ANILCA). This has led to conflicts and confusion about
whether federal or state laws relating to fishing, hunting, and resource
conservation apply on state-owned navigable waterways,

"Confusion and uncertainty for user Eroups do not serve Alaskans. That
confusion, and the potential for future conflicts and litigation, will only
increase,” stated Attorney General Geraghty, in explaining why the State
is seeking appellate review. To review the State's petition visit: http:

ov,alaska mell media/resources files/petifon110413.ndf. ¢
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The Changing Face of Visitation
on the Tongass National Forest: Cabin Program

Commission Members

The changing face of visitation on the Tongass National Forest, along with the reality of shrinking
budgets, has prompted Tongass managers to begin strateglcally planning for the future of the forest's
152 recreatlon cabins. Increasing costs and declining funding resulted in a $600,000 budget shortfall
in the forest’s cabin program this year. In the strategic plan, managers aim to Identify cabins that are
underused, dilapldated, or otherwise unsustainable, and explore how the forest can refocus available
funding on those cabins which are most heavily used and valued by the public. Another goal {s to
build partnerships with Tongass cabin users to sustain more cabins through volunteer work projects
and philanthropy.

“Cabins on the Tongass are some of the
forest’s most unique and popular visiter desti-
natfons, and they are a valued part of our rec-
reation offerings,” says Forest Supervisor For-
rest Cole. "Pubilc recreation cabins on the Ton-
gass are important to all of us in Southeast
Alaska, because we use them for family recrea-
tion, hunting, fishing, and sometimes for emer-
gency shelter. Unfortunately, we are faced
with the challenge of sustaining a program we
cannot afford.”

The forest’s most popular cabins—generally
those on or near the road system, such as the
Starrigavan cabin In Sitka or the john Mufr
cabin In juneau, are often booked 100 to 270 nights per year. However, some cabins are used far less
often—particularly those accessible only by floatplane or helicopter, as rising fuel prices have made
charter flights increasingly costly. Of the 152 cabins managed by the Tongass, 21 of those saw less
than 10 nights of use In 2012,

T
% b

Representative Wes Keller, Wasilia

Chairman - (H)

Mark Fish, Anchorage

Vice Chairman - (G)
Rod Arno, Palmer {S)

Executive Committee
Charlie Lean, Nome (G)

Executive Committee
Senator John Coghill, Fairbanks (G)
Teresa Hanson, Fairbanks (G)
Kathleen Liska, Anchorage (G)
Mike Meekin, Palmer (H)

Warren Olson, Anchorage {S)

Ron Somerville, Juneau (H)

Susan Smith, Chokosna (G)

Frank Woods, Dillingham (G)

(S) SENATE APPOINTMENT
(H) HOUSE APPOINTMENT

..due to sequestration and other reduc-
tions, federal funding received by the Tongass
§ for recreation facilities has dropped nearly
50%, from a late-2000s average of $2,1 mil-
lion per year to just $1.1 million this past
year. Further reductions are projected in
2014 and beyond, therefore the forest Is plan-
ning to adjust to these financial constraints

Commission Staff

Stan Leaphart while supporting as many facilities as feasi-
Executive Director ble. Declining funding has already con-
907-374-3737 strained the forest’s ability to keep up with

deferred cabin maintenance, meaning that
little-used cabins have been allowed to deteri-
orate. Many cabins are already considered to
be in “poor” or “very poor” condition and need significant rehablilitation or even reconstruction to
remain safe for use. Rather than exposing the public to unsafe facility conditions, the plan is intended
to develop a smaller, sustalnable cabin program.

More details will be provided as they become availabie. For more information, contact Hans von

Rekowski, Recreation, Heritage, and Wil- . » .
: e eart Offtcer at 907.747.4217 or | The White Sulphor Bathhouse is
e-mafl a¢ hvonrekowski@fsfedus. For | The staff on the Tongass is very proud to announce that the bath-
house at White Sulphur Hot Springs has been completed and is

Karrie Improt
Commission Assistant

907-451-2035

For more information, visit our website:

[FAO NIt 5000000t e00adtnsdttntososnstdintsnae

AS 41.37.160 The Citizens' Advisory Commis-

sion on Federal Management Areas in Alaska | 078 information on Tongass Natlonal

is established in the department [Natural Re- |Forest  cabins, go 0  hyp.// . o s . .
sources]. In the exe:chiEfl of its responsibil absolutely beautiful. The site is open for business (see pictures
ties, the commission consider the views . b L

of citizens of the state and oo or n: |Cabins. To rent a cabin, go to hupi// a!:qve.) We agree, the building is spectacular and worthy of a
i) www.recreation.gov. ¢ visit. Thank ou! +

Forest Service Considers Closure of Twelve Public-Use Cabins - Some Volunteers Frustrated by Regulations

Faced with a shrinking budget and low usage num-
bers in remote locations, the Forest Service is evaluat-
ing the removal of 12 of its 152 cabing in summer
2014, converting three of the 12 into three-sided
shelters. Even after the cabins’ removal, however, the
organization will continue to face challenges related
to funding. Meanwhile, rule changes involving chain-
saws have driven away the Territorial Sportsmen, a
Juneau-based organization which built and main-
tained cabins on Admiralty Island for more than 50
years for free,

Michelle Putz, Team Leader for the Tongass National
Forest Sustainable Cabln Management Project, said
the Forest Service plans to release an environmental
assessment {EA) within the next month evaluating the
12 cabins along three alternatives: first, doing noth-
ing; second, the “proposed action,” on which the ser-
vice received comments in fall of 2012; and third, an
alternative based on those comments and internal
discussion,

The cabins slated for removal under the “proposed

Page. 3

acton” are Beaver Camp, Binkiey Slough, Checats
Lake, De Boer Lake, Maksoutof Lake, McGilvery, Red
Alders, Rezanof Lake and Square Lake. They're near
Ketchikan, Petersburg Sitka, Thorne Bay, Wrangell
and Yakutat. Those slated for conversion to a three-
sided shelter are Big Goat (Ketchikan), Distin Lake
(Admiralty) and Harvey Lake (Petersburg).
Each cabin slated for removal has different circum-
stances, she said. (For a full description of the cabins
involved and the cir¢cumstances behind removal visit
{continue on page 5.}
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Issues
Emergency Closute of Brown Bear Sport
Hunting on Kenai National Wildlife Refuge

The Service announced on October 25 there would be an emex-
gency closure of sport hunting of brown bears on the Kenai
National Wildlife Refuge effective October 26, 2013 at 12:01
am. The emergency closure is issued pursuant to federal regula-
tons at 50 CFR 36.42.

Operating under the assumption of lagging indicators, the
known human-caused brown bear mortalities on the Kenai
Peninsula in 2013 now total at least 66 bears. This includes a
munimum of 43 brown bears taken during spring and fall hunt-
ing scasons, and 23 bears killed through defense of life and
property takings, illegal takings, agency kills of problem bears,
and vehicle collisions. Total mortaliies now represent more
than 10 percent of the best available estimate of a total Kenai
Peninsula brown bear population, numbering 624 bears.

“This
level of
mortal-
ity 1w
n ot
scien-
tifically
sustain-
able,”
satd
Refuge
Manag-
e r

Andy

Loranger in announcing the Refuge emergency dosure.

In addition to the total aumber of mortalities, 2 high number of
reproductive-age female bears have been killed. Prior to 2013,
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game limited the annual
number of human-caused mortalities of adult female brown
bears at 10. At least 22 adult females, or 33 per cent of all
known mortalities, have been killed so far this year, more than
double the previously established limits.

The Service believes that this level of mortality, which includes
a high rate of loss of adult female bears, will result in a substan-
tial reduction in the Kenai Peninsula’s brown bear population.
‘This would create a conservation concern for this population,
which in tum would negatively impact hunters and many other
Refuge visitors who value and enjoy viewing and photo-
graphing bears.” Actual human-caused mortalities are higher
than the documented number. “Unreported human-caused
mortalities ace also occurring at an unknown rate, and must be
considered when identifying sustainable harvest levels,” said
Morton.

While this emergency closure is only temporary under applica-
ble regulations and will last for 30 days, the Service intends to
develop and implement a longer term brown bear harvest man-
agement strategy on the Refuge.

“As it has in previous years, the Service envisions developing
and eventually implementing harvest parameters after appropri-
ate public input and review, in an effort to ensure that harvests
remain sustainable, and which focus on adequately protecting
adult female bears for the healthy reproduction of the brown
bear population on the Kenai Peninsula,” Morton said.

The Service will hold public hearings in the near future at which
this strategy will be presented to the public. Hearing dates will
be released at a later date.

“We do not ke this closure lightly and will work with the
Alaska Department of Fish & Game to develop a strategy to
collaboratively manage brown bear populations that is con-
sistent with the mandates of both agencies,” said Loranger.

For additional information, please contact the Kenai National
Wildlife Refuge office dusing regular business hours at 907
262-7021. &

State Disappointed with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Decislon
to Close Brown Bear Hunting on the Kenai Peninsula

The Slale of Alaska released a statement on are consistent with the state constitution's re-
October 25, 2013 slating ils disappointed with quirement for sustainable populations.” Vincent
the U.S. Fish and Wildiife Services declsion to -Lang added, “The current harvest of bears this
use emergency authority to close national wild- year Is not unexpected and does not represent
life refuge larwis on the Kenal Peninsula to the a viability concem. Once agaln we are faced
taking of brown bears. with overreach by the federal government Into

“This action {s an unnecessary and unjustified the management of Alaska's wildlife.”
preemption of state hunting regulations,” said Because viabliity of bears is not a concemn, non-
Doug Vincent-Lang, Dirsctor of the Division of refuge lands on the Kenai Peninsula nommally
Wildlife Conservation. *The stale regulations open to hunting will remain open to brown bear
were developed by the Alaska Board of Game harvest.
in an open public process and addressed In- For more information o the reach Mr. Vincent-

creasing numbers of bears, public concems
over increased human-bear Interactions, and

Lang in Anchorage, call: 907-267-2339.¢

State of Alaska Does Good, Sustainable Work
in Managing Kenal Brown Bears

In an Oct. 30 Compass piece, former
governor Tony Knowles and Dr. John
Schoen inaccurately insinuate that the
Alaska Board of Game and the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game are mis-
managing brown bears on the Kenai Pen-
insula and putting their long-term conser-
vatton at risk. This is simply not true.

At its meeting in Kenai fast spring, the
Alaska Board of Game heard from the
Department that brown bear numbers on
the Kenai Peninsula have increased sub-
stantially over the past decade and are
continuing to increase. They also heard
testimony from many people, a majority
of whom stated that this Is causing in-
creased human-bear interactions and
safety concerns. Iindeed, there have been
some serious bear encounters on the
Peninsula and the number of bears killed
in defense of life and property is signifi-
cant. In response, the Board of Game
chose to temporarlly Increase brown
bear harvest opportu-
nities for a year or two |
to stabilize bear num-
bers and allow legal
harvest of the bears
most likely to be caus-
ing problems. Using an
economic analogy, this
could be viewed as a
"market correction” in
bear numbers. The
Department reviewed
the Board's proposed
approach at  the
meeting, and con-
curred that this short- .
term strategy would have no adverse
impact on long-term wviability of the
brown bear population. If there were
concerns, the Department would have
stepped in to prevent over-harvest, Also,
the Department of Fish and Game retains
the authority to restrict hunting at any
time if our biologists believe it is neces-

Page. 4

sary to ensure conservation. Simply put,
our professional biologists agree that
there is no long-term conservation con-
cern with the number of bears killed this
year.

The Department is constitutionally
bound to actively manage our wildlife to
provide for the maximum benefit to Alas-
kans while maintaining sustainability. We
practice active ecosystem management,
which recognizes that humans are a sig-
nificant part of the ecosystem, with the
uitimate goal of providing economic op-
portunity, recreational benefits and food
security while keeping wildiife popula-
tions healthy.

In contrast, national Refuge and Park
lands within Alaska are managed using a
passive management approach. Under
the Federal system, "natural diversity" is
paramount and wildlife numbers are al-
lowed to fluctuate widely. To give you a
real life example of this management

- e e
philosophy put into practice, the Fish and
Wildlife Service considers it acceptabie
for an entire caribou herd to die out on
Unimak Island, eliminating an important
food source for subsistence users. The
Alaska Department of Fish and Game's

mandates don't allow for populations to
feontinue on page 6)
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the Juneau Empire at ww.junsausmpirs com. Foot-
note citation provided)

To volunteer or not to voluntesr; Putz said they
would “love” to have volunteers working on their
cablins, but many cabin locations are remote and ex-
pensive to get to. There are other obstacles, as well.
Volunteers are essentially considered employees, and
are required to have the same training as emnployees.
"We have a lot of rules and regulations on safety... just
making sure people have all the training they need to
g0 out in the woods with brown bears, to be on top of
ladders, to use power tools,” Putz said, “It's not easy to
get through the red tape that protects us.”

Forest Service Supervisor Forrest Cole said training
isn't a “rigorous process.” Aviation safety tralning, for
example, is required for everyone on a Forest Service
flight, from the Chief of the Forest Service, to a volun-
teer, to, recently, Sen. Lisa Murkowski, he said. Me
said that particular training takes between 30 minutes
and an hour. A larger Issue for at least one volunteer
group is that, several years ago, the Forest Service
disallowed the use of chalnsaws in designated wilder-
ness areas. “They fired us,” said Tom Donek, who was
in charge of the group’s Admiralty Istand cabin
maintenance. We used to go out and maintain the
cabins. They decided a few years ago that they no
longer wanted us to cut firewood, and they took our
chalnsaws away. They told us if we wanted to contin-
ue... we'd have to use misery whips [a two-man cross-
cut saw.] Quite frankly, [ couldn’t get any volunteers,
50 we basically had to quit” Donek said the Territori-
al Sportsmen maintained every cabin on Admiralty
Island at one time or another.

In the earlier days, the group provided “everything”
= transportation, food, supplies, and labor.

Later, the Forest Service would sometimes provide
one aspect of the project — transportation, for exam-
ple — and the Territorial Sportsmen would provide
everything else, depending on the project,

“Gambier Cabin, in Gambier Bay... some of the last
times we did it we'd take our own boats down there
and work off our boats,” Donek said. “We provided
basically everything” The group did complete some
training, but Donek sald the Forest Service "avoided”
others, “"Having a 20-year-old kid tell somebody
who's been running a chainsaw for the last 30 years
how to run a chainsaw just didn’t seem like something
they wanted to take on,” he satd.

The Territorial Sportsmen are now working with the
state, something member Jack Manning ts in charge of.
“We put our energy where it was welcome,” he said,
Cole said when he became supervisor about 10 years
ago; there was a variety of regulations and allowances
regarding chainsaws, Sometimes they could be used
for firewood, sometimes not; sometimes volunteers
could use them, sometimes not. “We had the same
folks volunteering or doing work on one district they
couldn’t do on another,” he said.

When assessing disparities, they realized the Alaska
National Interest Lands Conservation Act (passed in
1980) and the Wilderness Act (passed in 1964) say
chainsaws need authorization, he said,

So they disallowed it for firewood, in part because
cabins with wood-stoves were developing widening
clear-cut areas around them. They also converted
several cabins from wood stoves to oil.

“For the sake of consistency, and resource damage
around the cabins, we basically curtailed it [in wilder-
ness areas],” he safd The Forest Service now allows
some motor usage and disaliows others on a case-by-
case, site-specific basis. Cole said he expects volun-
teers will take a bigger and bigger role as the Forest

Service's budget shrinks. According to Forest Service
calculations, from Oct. 1, 2012 to Sept. 30, 2013, 365
volunteers and interns worked 36,277 hours valued at
$803,171.

Manning said the Terrltarial Sportsmen aren’t
against working with the Forest Service. He added,
however, that disallowing power tools "is how you kill
a cabin. Nobody can work on It; there's no wood; peo-
ple stop using it

Recreation Program Manager for the Juneau Ranger
District Ed Grossman sald even the least popular cab-
Ins in the area are used frequently enough that he
anticipates they’ll stay above the threshold for closure
and removal. Many Juneau cabins got more use last
year, which Grossman attributes to cabin and trail
upgrades, “getting the word out,” and rising fuel pric.
es. “The cost of getting to more remote cabins has
gone up, 50 more and more people are enjoying our
walk-in cabins,” he said. Several Juneau cabins set use
records last year. Dan Moller set what Grossman be-
lieves is a Tongass-wide recard at 280 booked nights.
Eagle Glacier exceeded 200 for the first time, John
Muir was rented 250 nights, and Peterson Lake set a
new record at 199 nights. The district’s lowest use
cabin, East Turner Lake, saw 26 rented nights. West
Turner Lake, which is maintained on the same trip,
saw 73 nights,

Despite high use, Grossman said the district may

need to reconsider some of the amenities it provides.
At five high-use cabins — Dan Moller, John Mulr, Pe-
terson Lake, Windfall Lake and Eagle Glacier — the
Forest Service provides propane and, every two to
three years, flies out human waste.
“I'm not sure how we could handle (waste) any differ-
ently because of the volumes invoived, but it is a very
expensive service offered,” he said. *In cabins near
lakes or in the alpine, you can't have 1,000 people
doing thelr thing every year and not expect a long
term impact.”

The Juneau Ranger District isn't a designated wilder-
ness area, so there's no ban on power tools, but train-
Ing requirements for much of the work can be an
impediment to finding volunteers, said Grossman.
Some of the work that requires less tratning 1s more
"unpalatable,” like pumping outhouses.

Given a still-declining budget, Grossman sald the
only options left are to raise fees or remave amenties
like propane heat. °I don't know what the future
bears for that,” he sald. “Peapie would be pretty disap-

-
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USFS Cabin Closures...(continued from page 3.}

pointed not having a heat source in a cabin, but it
could be we have to go to where you have to take a
sweater. | don't know how we’re going to dea) with it,
but somehow we're going to have to dea) with it."

Emergency use is one concern some people mention:

they've heard stories of people using a cabin during an
emergency. “We understand some of the time people
use these cabins because they're in a fix, and they
need somewhere to stay that's going to keep them
safe, warm, and dry,” Putz said. She's been in that
situation herself: she and her husband once ended up
using a cabin “when we didn't intend to take a dip In
the water, and the water intended for us to take a dip
init" she sald.
Friends of Admiralty Island President K.J. Metcalf, who
spoke on a personal level since the organization had-
n't yet recelved detalled information, sald he can't
think of a specific Instance where someone has used a
cabin during a “"desperate” situation, but said he
knows it has happened, particularly on ocean-front
cabins, “There’s the recreational aspect and also the
fact that it could be a matter of life or death if some-
body were in real need of shelter,” he sald.

The Territorial Sportsmen’s 2006 letter also refar-
enced cabins’ Importance “In uncounted emergency
situations.” The Territorial Sportsmen also took issue
with the Forest Service's switch from wood stoves to
ofl stoves, as people can gather wood, but not oll, in an
emergency, Manning said.

Putz said the upcoming environmental assessment
wiil provide more information about estimated costs
of removal versus maintenance, among other things.
She sald people can help make sure the Forest Ser-
vice’s other 140 cabins remain by helping with up+
keep and spreading the word about them. They can
also help by conserving firewood at remote locations,
bringing their own firewood, packing out trash and
paying for reservations,

“We don't have estimates... we Just know colloquially
that it happens,” she said of cabin “poaching.” “We use
the cabins too, with our familles, for recreation, hunt-
Ing, fishing, safety... and we are sad, too, that we are tn
this dilemma.”

(Martin, Mary Catharine. "Forest Service Considers
Closure of 12 Public Use Cabin; Some volunteers frus-
trated by Regulations.” funeau Empire {Juneau, AK] 8
11 2013, n. pag. Web. 8 Nov. 2013 <htip:/f
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State Does Good - Continued from page 4

disappear in the name of "natural diversity."
Returning to the Kenai brown bear, under this pas-
sive management philosophy, no human influence can
be allowed on wildlife that would alter their natural
variation. Thus, the State’s strategy to address human-
wildlife conflicts and provide harvest opportunity
while reducing or stabilizing bear numbers is unac-
ceptable to the Fish and Wildlife Service. Interestingly,
b 2 Ll _- sl gL L L e VLT T, TR .|
managed brown bear hunts remain open on the ref-
RE. Uniy state-managed (NONE Oppo LIes Nave
been foreclosed,

Afaskans should be concerned with a movement

Hawadax Island recovery exceeding expectations;

The Rat Island makeover more than just a name change

“When | first landed on what was Rat lsland in 2007, it was an eerily silent place. A typical Aleutian island is leeming
with wildiife, swiding with nolsy, pungent binds. Not this place, It was crisscrossad with rat trails, littered with rat scat,
scavenged bird bones, it even smellad.. wrong,” reports Stacey Buckelew, an lsland Conservation blologist. Buckelew
first visited the istand to help document centuries of damage fo nalive birds and plant species from introduced invasive
Norway rats (Raftus nonvegicus).

Flash forward to today—five years after the sucoessful removal of nvasive Norway rats by the 1.5, Fish and Wildiife
Servics {The Service), The Nature Consarvancy (The Conservancy) and lsiend Gonsarvation (1C), Much has changed.
“The island is hardly recognizable among the cacophony of birds calling everywhers; it's alive with bird fladglings-
toals, eiders, wrens, spamows, eagles, peregrine falcons, gulls, sandpipers, The island is transforming,” says
Buckelew, wha has just 1etumed from the now renamed Hawadax lsland where she is helping docurent early stages
of &n extraordinary recovary

For the firsl time over, breading tufled puffing (Fratercua cimhate) have been documented on the island in the Alas-
ka Maritime Nafional Wildlife Refuge. Spacies thought in have been extimpated becauss of the rats, such as Leach's

toward passive management. Alaskans depend on the
state to actively manage its wildlife and habitats for
harvest opportunities to feed their families and for

economic oppertunity. Providing for these uses re-
quires active, engaged management that recognizes
humans as a part of the ecosystem. This is especially
critical in our rural areas where wildlife provides for
subsistence, and where we have been strongly en-
couraged by residents to actively manage Alaska's
wildlife. it is why the Department conducts programs
such as habitat enhancement, predation control and
harvest management. Interestingly, these tools are all
allowed for use under existing federal policies and are
commonly used on federally managed lands in the
Lower-48 but go largely unused in Alaska.
Understanding that the current Kenai brown bear
hunting regulations are intended as a temporary
"market adjustment,” the Department and board are
developing a long-term harvest strategy for brown
bears. This strategy will ensure the long-term conser-
vation of brown bears in a manner that addresses hu-
marn and ecosystem considerations on the Kenai Pen-
insula as well as meeting the needs of its residents.
Written by Ted Spraker, Chair of the Alaska Board of
Game; and Doug Vincent-Lang is director of the Divi-
ston of Wildlife Conservation for the Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game as published in the Compass—

slom-perels (Oceanodroma kucorhos) and fork-lailed storm-petrels {Oceenodroma furcale), hava been recorded on-
e e == island. Ground-nasting and shorebirct num-

| bers are increasing s well. A 2008 survey
docurmiented 9 glaucous-winged gull (Larus
glaucescens) nests. This summer, an identi-
¢al survey discovered 28 nests, a three-fold
increase. Black {Haemalopus
bachmeni) and rock sandpiper (Cafidris
plilocnemis) nests have also increased
significantly,

Song sparows  (Melospiza melodia)
thought to be neer extipaled by rats and
snow buntings (Plectrophenax nivalis) also
\ by rets are rebounding as well,
\8 "During monitoring surveys in 2007 and

< T ; 1 2008, we didn't recond a singls song spar-
el ! o A A ™, row. This summer, hardly 3 minules would
pass without hearing e sparrow * said Buckelew. “Tha retum of bird Fe to Hawagax Island ts an inspiring example of
what we can accomplish when we work logether to fix a longstanding problem. Its a win for people, and it's a win for
nature,” said Rendy Hagenstein, Alaska stats director for The Nature Conservancy.

Norway rats were spiflad onto the island's focky shores in a 1780's shipwreck, Since then the rals had decimated
native bird species by eating ggs, chicks, and adult birds and by ravaging habitet. In earfy Oclober, 2008, aftsr many
years of intensive planning the project pariners successfully removed the rats using rodanlicide bait.

For several yaars leading up to implementation, Drojact pariners collecisd pre-removal baseline dala on the fsland's
bird, plant and intertidal species. Since the removal of rats, pariners have been hack several timas t monitor these
game species. Thase early increases in native bird poputations are expected lo faad to more ecosystem recovery.
Seabirds drive the vegetation communifes on ral-free islands by delivering marine based nutrients to the soil. As
seabirds increase on Hawadax, scientists expect plant communities to retumn to this natural state.

“What a joy # was to visit Hawadax Island this summer.” said Alaska Mariime National Wildlife Manager Stave Delo-
hanty. There were birds everywhere, There iz no more valuable action we can take on a National Wildlife Refuge than
making it once again a haven for wildiife."

To read more, vislk . For more information, contact Heath Packard, lsland Conserva-
tion, 360-584-3051: Dustin Solborg. The Nature Conservancy in Alaska, 907-424-5101; Steve Delshanty and Poppy
Benson, .S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 907-235-6546. ¢

T T
e
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Anchorage Daily News on November 1, 2013. The
article can be found online at: hitp://

Science Center Back in Business

There was an odd silence at the BLM Campbell Creek Sclence port provide critical additional funds to pay for Intermittent
Canter during the goverrment shutdown betwean Oct. 1and instructars for the 900 annual programs serving nearly
Oct, 16. Thare ware no sounds of children. As a result of the 37,000 annual visitors. The shutdown resulted in lost reve.
shutdown, 19 school programs and 6 meetingt wars canceled, nues of nearly $12,500 from program fees and rentals.
affacting nearly 1,200 students, teachars, parents, and commu- “Unlike full-time federal employees, our 9 intermittent
nity members. Those afected included: sclence Instructors did not receive any back pay,” said Jeff
L Brune, manager of the Sclence Center. "These hard-
ones who had been scheduled to come for field trips, working, talented staff took 2 real hit to their income.”
after-school programs, and weekend family days on  Efforts are being made to reschedule a5 many of the
energy, ecosystems, Alaska animals and plants, and school programs as possible in the already packed calendar
other autdoor toplcs: of fleld trips and events, “It is so wonderful to hear the
350 community members planning to use the Sei- laughter of children again,” says Brune. “We're thrilled to
ence Center rooms for trail and club meetings, lead- be back in business - helping to connect kids and adults to

3 L the natural world around us|”
ership development training, nonprofit meetings, .
government training, chickadee ressarch, and a For more information or 1o contact Mr. Brune, call: 907-267

-1241; or email: jbrynsf@bim.gov, +

850 schoal children, teachers, and parent chaper-

public [ecture serles;

“The government shutdown was a reminder to us of how
many people value the Campbell Creek Science Center and
how many citizens benefit from the amazing education
programs offered by the 8UM,” says Amanda Smith, presl-
dent of the Friends of the Campbell Creek Sclence Center,
“Hundreds of students were not able to explore hands-on
sclence education during some of the most beautiful weeks

GREAT INFORMATIONAL SITE
FOR BLM PLANNING!
Visit: 1

btgpi o Bl v akistien progiplannieg biml,
for a complete BLM Planning and NEPA Schedule,
Area Boundaries and an Overview of the BLM

of the year.” Planning Process.
The Bureau of Land Management provides the salaries of | There are LINKS to ongoing planning efforts and
Planning Documents

three full-time employess as well as maintenance of the
Science Center facllity. Visitor fees and Friends group sup-

Page. 6
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Notice to Terminate EIS
on Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve
General Management Plan Amendment

IN THIS ISSUE:

%3700 RirportWay Fairbanks, AK 99709

The National Park Service (NPS) is teminating
the Wildemness Study and Environmenta Impact
Statement (EIS) on a General Managemant Plan
Amendment (GMPA) for Gates of the Arctic Na-
tional Park and Preserve. The NPS published a
notice of intent to prepare an EIS on a GMPA/
Wilderness Study EIS for Gates of the Arctic Na-
tional Park and Preserve in the Faderal Register
76 FR 4413, on January 27, 2010. Public scoping
occurred in the spring of 2010, a preliminary alter-
natives newsletter was distributed to the public in
the fall of 2010, and a Wilderness Study newsletter
was sant to the public in the winter of 2011. One of
the key areas of focus for the EIS was a Wilder-
ness Study for lands in the pressrve that are pres-
ently identified as eligible but that have not been
proposed for wildemess dasignation.

Under the enabling legistation, Section 201 (4)(b)
—(e) of the Alaska National Interast Lands Conser-
vation Act (ANILCA}, Congress provided for a right
-of-way across the Kobuk Unit of the preserve for
access to an adjacent mining district. In 2011, the
State of Alagka, at the raquest of a project propo-

nent, began preliminary field studles in preparation
for the application for a right-of-way. if a complete
application is received. the Secratary of the Interior

Notice to Terminate the EiS on
Gates of the Arctic Natlona) Park and Praserve
General Managemant Plan Amendment

1

and Secretary of Transportation will jolntly agree
on the route for issuance of a right-of-way, after
completion of an environmental and economic
analysis prepared in lieu of an EIS which would
otherwise be required under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act.

Funding by the Alaska Industrial Development

Reminders -

Tongass Sustainable Cabin
Management Project EA -

BLM announces New Gleunsllen Field Manger

and Export Authority to study the faasibility of a
road has accelerated the schedule for potentially
filing a right-of-way application. Dus to the possibil-
ity that a right-of-way application may be filed, the
NPS decided to defer the Wilderness Study and
complete the GMPA with an environmental assess-
ment. The GMPA will include a wilderness stew-
ardship plan and update the GMP to reflect current

USFWS Proposes information Collection
Special Use Permit Applications and Reports -

Wildlife Refuge Plang to Address
Cattle Damage to Islands -

iditarod National Historic
Trail featured in New Movie -

planning standards, including zoning, capacity, and Proposed Information Collection; Visi-
desired conditions for management. The alterna- bility Valuation Survey -
tives under consideration in the GMPA do not in-

Mountainous Gates of the Arctic in Summer (USFWS 8/1/1980)

bl

clude any new facilities or substantial staffing Kachemak Bay Water Trail £

changes, and are not expected to have significant Adventure Beyond the
impacts on the human environment, "

.| For more Information please contact Greg End of the Road" -

Dudgeon, Superintendent, Gates of the Arctic
National Park and Preserve, 4175 Geist Road, Wolf Viewing Declining in
Fairbanks, AK 99709-3420; telephone {907) Denali National Park - 5
457-5752. ¢

businoss meeting Juneau on Friday, January 24 and Saturday, January 25,

The Citizens’ Advisory Commission on Federal Areas, (CACFA) wilt have I's next regular

-.Just like previous meeting, the proceadings will be streamed LIVE, In roal time, on Alaska
N Legisiative Television: » Thank you very much to the State of Alaska Staff that
make this avallable and to ‘360North’ and ‘GavelALASKA' who manage the archive for CACFA

#
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. BLM-—Beripe Sea
though January 1
a A i
. (IS pkon Planning Area SCoping T jo L) S Ay . lFor infor-
ation at www.blm gov/ak or email the projeet Manager at j05cole@blm.gov;
¢ The Chupach National Forest Plan Revision Phas gecasment is well underway. 1or more
information visit the planning website at: i s i i
. ILCA TRAININGS conducted by the Institute of the Northe—a rwice annual training “._at the

request of Congress, the Institute of the North creared a detailed and in-depth training curriculum on
the Alaska National Incerest [ands Conservation Act (ANTLCA} of 1980. The curticulum illuminares
the Alaska context for this sweeping and historic lands act and explains, in detail, its unique aspects.”

This is a pwo-day coutse, in Anc
rute of the North online at:

tincng;

4. For more information, visit the Inst-

* 2014 ALASKA STATEWIRE TRAILS CONFERENCE will be held at the Alaska Pacific Univer-

sity

i . Tor morce information contact Steve Cleary at

scve.cleacy@alaska-mils.org; or visit online at: hip:/ /wwrw alaska-tmails.org/;

LY

L The next

QNP ASS EETAINA DN L1 s
lines, visit online at: hitp://go uza.gov/WOEK (case sensitive);

i o (g

meeting infor-

mation will be available as the meeting date approaches.

December 2013

Agency Websites:

National Park Service

I_';;;g,ggmtgE.gnv,{gatg{ay;nggg.htm
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

h;;g:;j,{alaska.hvs.gov{
U.S. Forest Service - Region 10, AK

http://www.fs.usda.gov/r10

Bureau of Land Management

7 .blm.gov/ak/st/en.html

DRepartment of the Interior

http: .doi.gov

National Marine Fisheries Service

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/

Tongass Sustainable Cabin Management Project
Environment Assessment

The Tongass National Forest Sustainable
Cabin Management Project Environmental
Assessment is available online at htip://
£0.usa. goviWOEL (case sensitive), to find the
associated maps and appendices, navigate the
website to “Project Documents — Analysis”.
This EA explains the current conditions of
the cabins, summarizes public involvement
and public input, and fully explains the Pro-
posed Action, the no-action and a third alter-
native. The health and safety analysis con-
ducted for this project is attached as Appen-
dix C.

Many people, groups and agencies com-
mented on this project during the first 30-day
comment period which began October 13,
2012. To give the public additional oppor-
tunity to learn more about the cabins and
comment on the alternatives, there will be a
second 30-day comment period after this EA
is released. Once a legal ad is published in the
Ketchikan Daily News in early December,
2013, an additional 30-day comment period
will begin.

The Forest is seeking your input on how to
manage the 12 cabins addressed in the EA. It
would be most helpful if your comments are
site-specific, detailed, and specific to the Pro-
posed Action and alternatives in the EA.
Please provide the reason(s) you are con-
cemned or have suggestions. Individuals who
have submitted specific, written comments

during either 30-day comment period will |

have standing to participate in the pre-
decisional review and objection process.

For more information, please contact Victo-
na Houser, Recreation Planner, at (907) 826-
1614 or by email at: vhouser@fs.fed.us. If
you would like to receive further information
about this project via email, please sign up at:

; v (case sensitive) by
clicking the *“Subscribe to Email Updates™
link. #

BLM Names New
Glennallen Field Manager
On November 18, the BLM announces the selection of
Dennis Teitzel as Glennallen Field Manager. Taitze!
comes to BLM-Alaska from the BLM's Montana State
Office; he joined the BLM at the Butte, Montana Field
Office following 2 thirty
year military career.
Mr. Teitzel received a
great deal of his natural
resource  rmanagement
exparience working as the
Range Management Of
ficor for 6 years on the
Twentynine Palms Maring
Corp Alr Ground Combat ¥
Center In the Mojave E&E
Desert, and he is looking forward lo living the rural
Alaska [ifestyle.
For more information about Mr. Teitzel and the oth
BLM Field Managers visit: hiip:/fwww.bim.goviakisian
fofade/ meet_our_managers.himl. ¢
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iditarod Natlonal Historic Trail featured
in New Movie

A documentary titled, "ICEBOUND” has re-
cently been release. The 100 minute movie is
about the true story of the 1925 "Serum Run,” in
which 34 men and their dog sled teams rushed
anti-toxin across the frozen landscape to save
the children of Nome, Alaska from a diphtheria
outbreak, The documentary premiered at the
Anchorage International Film Festival held at
the Bear's Tooth Theater August 6, 2013. The
documentary will be shown again at the Anchor-
age Museum at Rasmuson Center 2p, Sunday
December 15.

Narrated by Sir Patrick Stewart, the documen-
tary brings to light compelling new information
and insights into the life-saving "mush across
Alaska," which followed the old Iditarod Trail on
a section now designated as part of the Iditarod
National Historic Trail. BLM's Iditarod National
Historic Trail Program provided technical sup-
port for the production, and the Iditarod Histor-
ic Trail Alliance provided both technical and
financial support. For more information on the
movie, visit hitps://www facebook.com/pages/
Ieebound/130720382708019; or call KJ Mushovic
at:  9o7-271-3322  or email at kimusho-

i +*
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Commission Members

Representative Wes Keller, Wasilla
Chairman - (H)

Mark Fish, Anchorage

Vice Chairman - (G)
Rod Arno, Palmer (S)

Executive Committee
Charlie Lean, Nome (G)

Executive Committee
Senator John Coghill, Fairbanks (G)
Teresa Hanson, Fairbanks (G)
Kathleen Liska, Anchorage (G)
Mike Meekin, Paimer {H)
Warren Olson, Anchorage (S}
Ron Somerville, Juneau (H)

Susan Smith, Chokosna (G)
Frank Woods, Dillingham (G)
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(G) GOVERNOR'S APPOINTMENT

Commission Staff

Stan Leaphart
Executive Directaor

907-374-3737

sesnssted

Karrie Improte
Commission Assistant

907-451-2035
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Proposed Information Collection
National Wildlife Refuge Special Use Permit Applications and Reports

The Refuge Recreation Act of 1962 atlows the use of
refuges for public recreation when 1t is not inconsistent or
does not interfere with the primary purpose(s) of the refige
The Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act
{ANILCA) provides specific authorization and guidance for
the administration and management of national wildlife
refuges within the State of Alaska. its provisions provide
for the issuance of permats under certamn circumstances We
issuc special use permits for a specific period as determined
by the typea  The U/ S Fish and Wildlife Service will ask
the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to approve
the information collection (IC) described below As re-
quired by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 and as part
of our continuing efforts to reduce paperwork and respond-
ent burden, we invite the general public and other Federal
agencies to take this opportunity to comment on this IC
This IC is scheduled to expire on June 30, 2014 We may
not conduct or sponsor and a person is nol required to re-
spond to a collection of information unless it displays a
currently valid OMB control number Comments on this
IC, must be receive by January 13, 2014

Send your comments on the IC to by mail to- The Service
Information Collection Ciearance Officer, US Fish and
Wildlife Service, MS 2042-PDM, 440] North Fairfax
Drive, Arlington, VA 22203, or by email 1o hope

. please inctude *“1013-0102"" in the subject
Itne of your comments. For more information on this pro-

Ject contact: Hope Grey at fhepe_grevilfirz.gov or 703-358
-2482

The National Wildlife Refuge System Administration
Act of 1966, as amended by the National Wildlife Refuge
System Improvement Act of 1997, cansolidated all refuge
units nto a single National Wildlife Refuge System
(System) Tt also authorized the System to offer visitor and
public programs, including those facilitated by commercial
visitor and management support services, on lands of the
System when we find that the activities are appropriate and
compatible with the purpose for which the refuge was es-
tablished and the System’s mission and location of the
manhagement activity or visitor service provided

These permits authorize activities such as

-Agricultural activities:

-Beneficial management tools that can be used to provide
the best habitat possible on some refuges;

-Special events, group visits and other ane-time events,

-Recreational visitor service operations;

-Guiding for fishing, hunting, wildlife education, and
interpretation;

-Commercia! filming and other commercial activities;

-Building and using cabing to support subsistence or com-
mercial activities (in Alaska) (50 CFR 26.35 and 36 41);

-Research, inventory and monitoring, and other noncom-
mercial activities,

The forms serve as both the application and permit and

the currently approved forms may be viewed at fup./
]

For activities such as, commercial visitor services, fe-
search, etc. that might have a large impact on tefuge re-
sources, the Sysiem may require applicants to provide more
detail on operations, techniques, and locations. Because of
the span of activities covered by special use permits and the
different management needs and resources at each refiige,
responidents may not be required to answer all questions
Depending on the requested activity, refuge managers have
the discretion to ask for less information than appears on
the forms. However, refuge managers cannot ask for more
or different information.

The System issues permits for a specific period as deter-
mined by the type and location of the use or service provid-
ed, and use these permits 1o ensure that the applicant is
aware of: (1) The requirements of the permit, and (2) his/
her legal rights. Refuge-specific special conditions may be
required for the permit. We identify conditions zs an adden-
dum to the permit. Most of the special conditions pertain to
how a permitted activity may be conducted and do not
require the collection of information.  However, some spe-
cial conditions, such as activity reports, before and after site
phetographs, or data sharing, would qualify as an infor-
mation collection.

Comments concerning this information collection specific
1o

-Whether or not the collection of information is neces-
sary, including whether or not the information will have
practical utility;

~The accuracy of the estimate of the burden for this col-
lection of information,

-Ways to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected: and

-Ways to minimize the burden of the collection of infor-
mation on respondents.

Comments submitied in response to this notice will be-
come a matter of public record; and a summary of each
comment will be included in the request made to OMB for
approval of this IC. You should be aware that your entire
comment, including your personal identifying information,
may be made publicly available at any time. ¢

For more information, visit our website:

b'l...‘...‘..l......l.Il..l..l.l.l.....l.l‘..
AS 41.37.160 The Citizens' isory Commis-
sion on Federal Management Areas in Alaska
is established in the department [Natural Re-
sources]. In the exercise of its responsibili-
ties, the commission shall consider the views
of citizens of the state and officials of the
state,

Bull on Wosnesenski Islend: Photo Credic - USFWS / Steve Ebert

Wildlife Refuge Plans to Address Cattle Damage to Islands

Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge
manager, Steve Delehanty, has announced
the start of a public scoping process to
identify issues and alternatives to address
damage from unauthorized cattle on Wos-
nesenski and Chirikof Islands. Scoping will
include meetings with interested federal,
state, and local agencies, Federally recog-
nized Tribes, stakeholders and the general
public. After the close of scoping, in ac-
cordance with the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA), an Environmental As-
sessment or Environmental Impact State-
ment will be prepared for each island.

§ These documents will lay out the issues,

alternatives, analysis of impacts, and the

{ preferred alternative.

Wosnesenski and Chirikof are remote,

- uninhabited islands located in southwest
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Alaska, and both islands have deteriorated
wildlife habitat caused by cattie left behind
when ranchers left the islands years ago.
Chirikof Island was first stocked with cattle
in the late 1880s when the island was leased
by a large fox ranching enterprise. Cattle
were introduced on Wosnesenski Island in
1938 for personal use by a resident family.
Without management or predators, the
cattle have multiplied. Today, there are
roughly 8oo cattle on Chirikof Island and
200 on Wosnesenski Island. “I have been to
both islands” said Delehanty. “It's a sad
sight. The vegetation is short, some areas
have been turned into bare sand dunes,
there are cattle carcasses scattered around,

and cattle are trampling wildlife habitat,
archaeological sites, and sensitive wet-
lands.” Island salmon streams, (continues. p.s)
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Kachemak Bay Water Trail
"Adventure Beyond the End of the Road"

The Kachemak Bay Water Trail is a 125-mile route that
extends from the Homer Spit to the City of Seldovia; It pro-
vides a wealth of conservation and outdoor recreational op-
portunities.

The Kachemak Bay Water Trail Steering Committee is
working to design, develop, and maintain a water trail with
the focus on the exploration, understanding, and stewardship
of the natural treasure that is Kachemak Bay. The water trail
encompasses communities throughout Kachemak Bay. Many
organizations are halping create this trail, including: the Na-
tional Park Service - Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assis-
tance Program, Alaska State Parks, Kenai Peninsula Bor-
ough, Cities and Chambers of Commerce of Homer and
Seldovia, Cook Inlet Keeper, Kachemak Bay Conservation
Society, NOAA Kasitsna Bay Lab, Kachemak Bay Research
Reserve, Kachemak Bay Wooden Boat Society, HoWL,
Friends of Kachemak Bay State Park, Alaska Department of
Fish and Game, Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, Homer Soil
and Water Conservation District, and Alaska Trails,

Through this vast partnership effort, the Kachemak Bay
Water Trait will provide an opportunity for visitors to experi-
ence the diverse habitat, spectacular wildlife, and scenic
beauty that Alaska has to offer. The Kachemak Bay Water
Trail was also recognized by the American Society of Land-
scape Architects as one of several ‘Year of Public Service'
projecis! See the Map at the left for an overview.

For more information visit: p:h
Trail of the Month, as printed in
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Consarvation + Recreation

Newsletter by the NPS, is a free monthly publication to share
activities and successes of National Park Service Conserva-
tion and Outdoor Recreation programs and partners. Use
this link to Subsczibe or contact the National Park Service -
Conservation and Recreation Programs; 1201 Eye Street,
N.W.; Washington DC, 20005, ¢

Kachemak Bay
Water Trail Area

Fi

Location Map © Tundra Technologies

Proposed Information Collection; Visibility Valuation Survey

The National Park Service will ask the
Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
to approve the information collection (IC)
described below. As required by the Paper-
work Reduction Act of 1995 and as part of
the continuing efforts 1o reduce paperwork
and respondent burden, the NPS invites the
general public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity te comment on this IC.
The National Park Service may not conduct
or sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond te, a collection of information un-
less it displays a currently valid OMB con-
trol number.

The Clean Air Act charges the NPS with
an “‘affirmative responsibility to protect air
quality related values (including visibil-
ity).”” The NPS believes that the value of
visibility changes should be represented in
cost-benefit analyses performed regarding
state and federal efforts that may affect
visibility (including the Regional Haze
Rule, 40 CFR Part 51). Updated estimates
of visibility benefits are required because
the studies conducted in the 1970s and
1980s do not reflect current baseline visibile
ity conditions in national parks and wilder-
ness areas.

The NP8 plans to conduct a nationwide
stated preference survey to estimate the
value of visibility changes in national parks
and wilderness areas. Survey development
and pre-testing have already been conduct-
ed under a previous IC (OMB Control
Number 1024-0255). The purpose of this
IC is to conduct the full, national survey,

The NPS invites comments conceming
this information collection on;
®  Whether or not the collection of infor-
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mation is necessary, including whether
or not the information will have practi-
cal utility;

® The accuracy of our estimate of the
burden for this collection of infor-
mation;

® Ways to enhance the quality, utility,
and clarity of the information to be
collected; and

®  Ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on respond-
ents.

Comments submitted in response to this
notice become a matter of public record and
will be included or summarize in the re-
quest to OMB to approve this IC. Before
including your address, phone number,
email address, or other personal identifying
information in your comment, you should
be aware that your entire comment, includ-
ing your personal identifying information,
may be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment to
withhold your personal identifying infor-
mation from public review, the NPS cannot
guarantee that it will be able to do so.

Please direct all written comments on this
IC to Phadrea Ponds, Information Collec-
tion Coordinator, National Park Service,
1201 Oakridge Drive, Fort Collins, CO
80525; or pponds@nps gov. Please refer-
ence Information  Collection  1024-
COLORIV in the subject line or Bret Mel-
drum, Chief, Social Science Program, Na-
tional Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive,
Fort Collins, CO 80525-5596;
Meldrum{@inps gov; or 970-267-7295.

Comments we must received on or before
January 13, 2014.¢
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...Cattle Damage
Continued from p.3

lakes, and wetlands are particularly hard hit.

“We want to hear from people who have con-
structive ideas and a willingness to help us solve
this problem,” said Delehanty. “It's time to restore
these islands and finally help them fulfill their
congressionally mandated destiny as a wildlife
refuge.”

The deadline to submit ideas on issues and al-
ternatives that should be be considered in the
NEPA documents is January 31, 2014. Submis-
sions will be accepted by:

E-mail: fw7_akmaritime@fws gov

Letter: Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge;
95 Sterling Hwy, Suite 1, Homer, AK 99603
Phone: 907-235-7835, or Fax: 907-235-7783

Or at open houses:

Homer - December 16, 2013, 4 to 6 p.m., at the
Islands and Ocean Visitor Center, 95 Sterling
Hwy.

Kodiak - January 7, 2014, 4t0 6 p.m., at the Ko-
diak National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center,

402 Center St.

Opportunities to comment on the draft Envi-
ronmental Assessment or Environmental Impact
Statement documents will also be provided. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Alaska Region) is
committed to ensuring access to this open house
for all participants. If you need an accommoda-
tion (i.e. sign language interpreting, large print
materials, etc.), please contact Steve Delehanty
(907-226-4627 or with
your request by close of business December g (for
the Homer open house) or December 31 {for the
Kodiak open house), or as soon as practicable.

All comments received, including those from
individuals, become part of the public record, and
are available to the public upon request in accord-
ance with the Freedom of Information Act, NEPA,
and Departmental policies and procedures, Name,
address, phone number, e-mail address, or other
personal identifying information, if attached to a
comment, may be made available to the public
upon request. Withholding personal identifying
information from public review can be requested
but cannot be guaranteed.

To get on the mailing list for the unauthorized
cattle issue, please contact the refuge by any of
the methods listed above.

More information and project updates will be
posted online at: i

akmar/grazing.htm e

According to an NPS News Release:
Wolf Viewing Declining in Denali National Park

For a third consecutive year, Na-
tional Park Service researchers have
found that visitors traveling in bus-
es on the Denali Park Road have
had significantly declining opportu-
nities to see wolves. In a random
sample of 80 bus trips this summer,
wolves were seen on three occa-
sions, or about 4 percent of the trips.
By contrast, in the three previous
years the percentages were 12 per-
cent (2012), 21 percent (2011) and 44
percent (2010).

NPS biologists gather data on the
wolf packs that range on the north
side of the Alaska Range by radio
tracking, and have documented the
decrease in the number of wolves
that den and roam in closer proxim-
ity to the road in the eastern half of
the park, as well as a decline in the
overall number of wolves in Denali
north of the Alaska Range.

The relationship between the de-
cline in wolf populations and the
decline in viewing opportunities is
complex. “We are just beginning to
learn about the factors, such as pack
disruption, that play a role in mag-
nifying the impacts of individual
wolf losses on viewability,” said Dr.
Philip Hooge, Assistant Superinten-
dent for Resources, Science, and
Learning.

Sport hunting and trapping are
legal in Denali National Preserve,
located on the far western
edges of the park. Subsist-
ence harvests are legal in
the preserve and the 1980
additions to the national
park. Most of the com-
bined hunting and trap-
ping efforts take place in
the western areas of the
new park lands, but docu-
mented wolf harvest is
quite small. “We generally
don’t see the wolves in the ;
western portions of Denali 5%
moving to den near the
park road,” Hooge said.
“The wolves commonly
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seen by visitors often leave the park
to follow migrating prey species
such as caribou,” Hooge said. “Prior
to 2010, one of the areas at the
boundary of the park most frequent-
ed by wolves was closed to hunting
by the State of Alaska”. In 2010, the
National Park Service asked the
Alaska Board of Game to expand
the buffer zone, which would have
prohibited hunting and trapping in
additional areas where many of the
most-viewed wolves winter. The
board declined this request, and
voted to also eliminate the existing
buffer zone along the park’s north-
east boundary.

The wolf viewing data is available

on-line at www.nps.gov/dena/
naturescience/wolfviewing.htm,
Researchers will be explaining the
data more thoroughly in a peer-
reviewed paper expected to be
available in the spring of 2014. The
NPS will continue to gather wolf
viewing data.
The park has a total annual visita-
tion of over 400,000. Approximately
200,000 visitors travel on buses to
Toklat (Mile 53) or beyond each
year.

For additional information on the
Park, visit their website at:
www.nps.gov/dena or by phone at
907-683-9532 from 9:00 am to 4:00
pm daily. ¢




