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Commercial Motor Vehicle (CMV) 

 
Any self-propelled or towed vehicle used on highways in intrastate or interstate 
commerce to transport passengers or property:  

 if it has a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 or more pounds; or  
 if it is designed to transport more than 16 passengers, including the driver; or  
 if it is used to transport hazardous materials (as defined in 49 U.S.C. App. 1801 et 

seq.) in quantity requiring placarding under federal regulation [2] 

Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act (CMVSA) 
Requires all states to meet the same minimum standards for testing and licensing 
drivers of commercial motor vehicles. The act also mandates uniform penalties and a 
central reporting system.  

 

 

 


