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Sheriffs will not enforce Obama gun control laws; List reasons for
defiance

CIVIL LIBERTIES | JANUARY 19, 2013 | BY: ANTHONY JAY BLAGKWELL |

A growing number of sheriffs will not enforce President Obama’s gun control proposals, should they become law.
Credits: Ethan Miller / Getty Images

In the past 24 hours, sheriffs in Arizona (http:/reason.com/blogf2013/01/18/arizona-sheriff-wont-
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publicly and explicitly stated that they will not enforce proposed federal gun_gontrgl
* Gun control * gun laws ) {htip /hwww examiner. comAopic/gun-conirel} [aws sought by President Obama. Speaking directly to the
(fatp:t -examiner.com/(hitp: OxAMminer.com/ Prasident's Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2013 proposals, these sheriffs have made their support of Second

topleigun-control} topicigun-taws}) Amendment rights unequivocally clear:

« List
(http:twww.examiner.com/ + El Dorado County, Catifornia Sheriff (http:/iwww.examiner.com#opicisheriff) John D'Agostini, according
topieftist) to local news station KRNV {httn:/iwww.mynews4.com/news/story/El-Dorado-County-Sheriff-D-
Agostin-Guns-Biden/TkFZd mfvkyinl TsdseWnA cspxi on Jan. 19, 2013 {"The purpose of this letter

is to go on record of re-affirming my oath of office and making it clear that | and my staff will never
violate [our cath of office] by being pressured into enforcing any unconstitutional provision, law or executive crder.");

= Fresno County, California Sheriff Margaret Mims, according o Jocal news station KFSN (http:/fahclocal.go.comikfsn/story?
section=news/local&id=8960102) on Jan. 18, 2013 {"So | have sent a letter to the White House saying | will not enforce any unconstitutional
gunr control laws.");

+ Yavapai, Arizona Sheriff Scott Mascher, according ta a Jan. 18, 2013 internal Sheriff memorandum published by media outlet Reason
[hitpoiireason.comiblogl2d13/01/ t8/arizona-sherifi-wont-cooperate-with-any) ("As Shariff, | refuse to participate or cooperate with any
unconstituticnal order that will infringe upon our 2nd amendment rights."); and

+ Larimer County, Colorado Sheriff Justin Smith, according local television station KIWGN (ittp:/ikwan.comi2013/01/18arimer-county-sheriff-
threafens-not-fo-enforce-new-qun-laws-9/)., also on Jan. 18, 2013 ("As Sheriff, [ will not: Enforce unconstitutional federal laws; Obey
unconstitutional laws; Allow others fo violate the Constitutioral Rights of those in my county."}

This brings the total, verified number of sheriffs who have specifically pledged not enforce President Obama's proposed federal gun laws
{http:/iwww examiner. comfopic/aun-laws) to 39. To a person, they consider President Obama's current gun control preposals unconstitutional and an illegal
infringement of Second Amendment rights. We provide that list (http:/iwww.examiner com#opic/list) to you below. The sheriffs on the list have made their
comments affer the President officially anncunced his proposals on Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2013, This list does not include sheriffs who have voiced
general opposition to gun control or who have made their statements before the President's official Jan. 16, 2613 propcsals.
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Note: We are constantly searching for and updating our list with verifiable "non-enforcement” sheriffs. If you know of other sheriffs in and arcund your
community who should be included hers, please add & comment below with an appropriate link for inclusion and credit on the list.

The compiete, verified list as of Saturday evening, Jan. 19, 2013, is as follows:

Oregon sheriffs {9) (as reported by Fox News {http:iination.foxnews.comigun-controlf2013/01/17/across-heartland-sheriffs-vow-fight-obamas-gun-ban} ,
online newspaper OregonLive (http:fiwww.oregonlive.comipolitics/index.ssf/2012/01/coos_curry, crook and linn, coun.himh) , local radic station KCMEB
{hitp:ifpro.kemb-fm.tritonflex.com/common/more.phe?m="15&r=4&item_id=30801) , local television station KMTR

{http: i kintr. cominewsflosalfstoryDouglas.County-Sheriff-opposes-gun-control/lBHYBxR6s U2n2VRQPTGsTg.capx) and gun rights organization Oreqon
Eircarms (http:iforegonfirearms.org/2013/2013g.. Jmerletter.pdf} );

Linn County Sheriff Tim Mueller
Douglas County Sheriff John Hanlin
Baker County Sheriff Mitchell Southwick
Josephine County Sheriff Gil Gitbertson
Crock County Sheriff Jim Hensley

Coos County Sheriff Craig Zanni

Curry County Sheriff John Bishop

Grant Gounty Sheriff Glenn Palmer
Washingtor County Sheriff Pat Garrett

*

*

.

Colorado sheriffs (4) {as reported by local television station KMWGN (nttp:/ikwgn.com/2013/01/18flarimer-county-sherifi-threatens-not-to-enforce-new-gun-
faws-8f} , the Ei Paso County Sheriff's Official website {(http://shr.slpasoco.comi} , the Mesa County Sheriffs Official Facebook page

{hitps:iiwww. facebook.comiMesacountys.. 40668432620211) and the Denver Post {hitp:ffanww. denverpost cominewsiei 224068443 fweld-county -sheriff-johr-
cooke-deflant-obama-gun-violence} );

+ El Paso County Celorade Sheriff Terry Maketa
= larimer Couniy Sheriff Justin Smith

« Mesa County Sheriff Stan Hilkey

« Weld County Sheriff John Cooke

Alabama sheriffs (3) (as reported by jocal news station WHNT {http:/iwhnt.com{2013/01/16/madison-sheriff-gun-control-laws-that-violate-constitution-wont
-be-antorced!t , gun rights organization Qath Keepers {http:fioathieepers.orgloath/2013/01/...onal-sheriffs) and media outlet Dothanfirst
{htip:fidothanfirst comifuiltext?nxd id=282212}),;

+ Madison County Sheriff Blake Doming
+ Morgan Ccunty Sheriff Ana Franklin
+ Houston County Sheriff Andy Hughes

Califonia sheriffs (3) (according to The Modesto Bee (hitp:fwww.modbee.com/2013/01/17/2837626/sheriffs-lefter-decries-gun-aw.himl) , and local news
stations KRNV (hitp:itwww.mynewsd.cominews/story/El-Dorado-County-Sheriff-D-Agostini-Guns-Biden/7kFZd mFyky1ni TsJseWnA.cspx) and KFSN
ihttp:fiabclocal.go.comi/kisnistory ?section=news/local&id=8960103) );

« El Dorado County Sheriff John IXAgoestini
* Fresno Gounty Sheriff Margaret Mims
« Stanislaus County Sheriff Adam Christianson

Missouri sheriffs (3} {as reported on BeforelisNews {hitp:iibeforeitsnews.comfopinion-conservative/2013/01/an-open-letter-sent-to-obama-from-mo-sheriff
-charies-heiss-about-2nd-amendment-rights-2562216.htm|} and rews siation KOAM {http:/www.koamtyv.com/story/20606623...he-white-house) and KCTV
(http: www. ketvS.comistory/20617 27 9/missouri-county-sheriffs-voice.opposition-to.obama.gun.control-efforts) };

+ Johnson County Sheriff Charles Heiss
+ lawrence County Sheriff Brad Delay
+ Llivingston County Sheriff Steve Cox

Arizona sheriffs (2) (according to news outlets TPM (http:Mivewira.talkin wnot-enforce-new) and Reason

{http:/ireason.comiblog/2013/01/18/arizona-sheriff-wont-cooperate-with-any} );

+ Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio
+ Yavapai County Sheriff Scott Mascher

/news/region martin county/stuartfmartin-co-sheriff-says.his-

Florida sheriffs (2) {according to local news station WETV (http:fwwe. wptv. comid
department-cant-support-federal-gun-rules) and Sheriff McKiethen's personal Facebook (hitp:iwww.tacebook.com/pages/Frank-.. £/198347663515) page);

+ Martin County Sheriff Bill Sriyder
+ Bay County Florida Sheriff Frank McKiethen
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Georgia sheriffs (2) (as reporied by the Cherokee Tribune (hitn:licherokeetribune.com/pagesifull story/push?article-Gun+Control+%E2%E80%
S4+Sheriff+reaffirms+SecondtAmendment+rights%20&id=21444621) and MinnPost Christian Science Monitor {http:fwww.minnpost.comlchristian.

5C.../ma-gun-contrel} );

= Gherokee Gounty Sheriff Roger Garrison
« Gilmer Gounty Sheriff Stacy Nicholson

Idaho sheriffs (2) (according to news station KiFi {hitp:/iwww.localnewss cominews/Eastern-idaho.sheriff.Gun-control-is-out-of-control/./1308662/181461 721
1d8dvv8!-findex.htmi} and riewspaper Idaho Statesman (http:/www.idahostatesman.com/2013/0...f-says-he.htmi) );

* Canyon County, Idaho Sheriff Kieran Donahue
+ Madison County Sheriff Roy Klingler

Ohio sheriffs (2) {according to radio station KyPost {attn:ywww.kypost.comidpp/newsfiocal...i1358574726750) );

= Boone County Sheriff Michael A. Helmig
» Clermont County Sheriff A.J. Rodenberg

South Carolina sheriffs (2) (according {0 The Post and Courier (http:iiwww. postandeourier.comiarticle/20120118/PC 1611301192511 165isheriff-cannon-
says-hewtl-ignore-any-gun-control-measures-he-sesms-uncenstitutional and news station WYFF (httpriim wy Tt cominews/President-s-gun-controel-

proposals-spark-reaction-in-Upstate/+/17443806/18160420/-fymsswil-findex.htmi Pchannelid=9324882#.UPgL Ys3chi8.facebook) };

+ Charleston County Sheriff Al Cannen
« Spartanburg Couniy Sheriff Chuck Wright

Johnson County, Kansas Sheriff Frank Denning, according to the Kansas City Star (http-fiwww kansascity.comi2013/01/18. is-highiy himl) ;

Jackson County, Kentucky Sheriff Denny Peyman, as reporied by NBC News {hitp:/fusnews.nbenews.com/ newsf2013/01/16/16547 387 -some-sheriffs-
vow-notto-.enforce-obamas-qun-plan-anti-violence-groups-praise-measures?lite} '

Pine County, MinnesotaSheriff Robin Cole, according to Newsh©Max (http:ffwww newsmax.com/Newstront/Gun-Control-
Pushbackf2013/01/17d/471825%ix2221G0kniwd} ;

Humboldt County, Nevada Sheriff Ed Kilgore, as reported by local news siation KRNV (http:iwww.mvynews4.cominews/iocalistorviGun-Laws-Ed-Kilgore
-Humholdt-Joe-Biden-L etter/l vUBRVKYJUKsIxOL NhDs-g.cspxtrss=3298) ; and

Smith County, Texas Sheriff Larry Smith, as reported by local news station KLTY (hitp:www kitv. comistory/20608795/smith-county-sherifi.speaks-out.
about-gun-controi) .

UPDATE: On Jan. 19, 2013, Roosevelt county sheriff Darren Hooker {hitp:fhwww examiner comlarticle/dDth-sheriff-refuses-to-enforce-assault-weapon-
ban-obama-gun-control-laws?cid=rss) of New Mexice declared that he will not enforce President Obama's propesed gun contrel laws or assault weapeons
ban, according to the Portales News-Tribune (http:/fwww.pntonline.comir Isheriffsayshewonu201Stenforceproposedgunban.htmi) .

WWe work hard on articles thaf are imporfant to you. Please follow us and share this article on Twilfer, Google+ and Facebook. You can also comment
and click on the "SUBSCRIBE" button above for more cutfing-edge articles via email.

To become a writer for Examiner.com, piease click here - hitp:/fexm. nriVHOV QS (http:Hexm.nilVHOVQS) .
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Anthony Jay Blackwell, Eong Island Civil Liberties Examiner
Anthony Jay Blackwell an experienced advocate, civil liberties defender, accomplished writer, educator and public speaker. You can
follow Anthony for updates and comments @ajayblackwell. In 1993, he received his J.D. degree with honors frem NYU School of Law
and began practicing law. He received. ..
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