


3415 Wentworth St. 
Anchorage AK 99508 
 
February 19, 2011 
 
Dear Representative Gara: 
 
I support increasing the amount and quality of publicly accessible land for fishing.  The 
area’s which are now publicly accessible are often overcrowded which leads to conflict 
between users, reduces the quality of the experience and results in the degradation of 
the land.  For example, in the mid 1980’s the Kenai River when the runs of salmon were 
heavy was crowded in the area of the old Sportsman Lodge and ferry crossing.  
However, a short walk either up or down stream would result in far fewer anglers.   Now, 
during the same time periods, the river is often crowded on nearly every available space 
between the Kenai Lake and Jim’s Landing for between June and September.   This isn’t 
isolated to this fishery. 
 
If we were systematically to review opportunities to acquire land which has a high value 
for fishing through a process that insures land owners rights are not violated, it would 
both improve the access for Alaskans and the quality of their lives.   I believe HB 144 
would do that. 
 
I have been involved as a volunteer in a number of aspects of resources in Alaska.  I 
served for over 10 years on the Anchorage Fish & Game Advisory Committee, 
approximately 5 years on the Southcentral Regional Advisory Council for Subsistence, 
and one term on the Board of Game.  During that time access for the average Alaskan 
was a consistent issue.  I am currently a member of the Alaska Fly Fishers and have 
served numerous terms as an officer of that organization.  Again,  AFF members have 
made many contributions to habitat restoration and to enhance our public fisheries.  We 
often hear about the lack of access to fisheries which they can reach within a reasonable 
distance of their homes. 
 
Based on my experience, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game does a very good 
job of maintaining and enhancing our fisheries.  However with a growing population in 
Alaska, it becomes critical to do what we can to increase the amount of public lands 
available.  We, as a state, have an obligation under Article 8 of our constitution to make 
the resources of Alaska available for the maximum use consistent with the public 
interest.  Further the legislature has an obligation to make these resources reserved for 
to the people for common use.   
 
HB 144, in my opinion, would be consistent with and assist in meeting this obligation. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bob Churchill 



 

 
 

 

February 9, 2011 

 

Representative Les Gara 

State Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99801           

  

Re: HB144 

 

Dear Representative Gara: 

 

The Kenai River Sportfishing Association (KRSA) supports the legislative objective of House Bill 144, an act 

requiring the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, in conjunction with the Alaska Department of Fish and 

Game, to annually deliver to the legislature and the governor a report on fishing stream access.  

 

Alaska is home to some of the best sportfishing, personal use and subsistence opportunities in the world. HB144 

provides the Legislature with a reporting mechanism to ensure monitoring of public access to important fishing 

streams in the state. Protecting and enhancing public access to the hunting, fishing and recreational uses along 

the state’s waterways is of primary importance to many people and a wide variety of user groups.   

 

KRSA is a non-profit 501 ( c ) 3 conservation organization dedicated to ensuring the sustainability of the 

greatest sportfishing river in the world – the Kenai. Our goals are to conserve and rehabilitate fisheries habitat, 

promote predictable and meaningful sportfishing opportunity, encourage and foster fisheries research and 

provide public aquatic education. Over the past fifteen years we have raised and invested over $10 million 

towards these goals.    

 

We appreciate your efforts and those of your colleagues in regards to HB144.   

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
 

Ricky Gease 

Executive Director 



 

 

 

Representative Les Gara 

ATTN: Mindy O’Neall 

State Capitol Building, Ste 500 

Juneau, AK 99801 

 

 

SUBJECT:  Support for HB144 

 

Dear Representative Gara, 

 

I strongly support passage of HB144.  This is legislation that is long overdue and I want 

to thank you for your efforts over the years to get this important piece of legislation 

passed. 

 

Public access to our public waters is an important issue that many who use this resource 

take for granted until lost.  I spent many years as a member and chair of a local fish and 

game advisory committee and attended many Board of Fisheries and Board of Game 

meetings.  During this time access issues come up several times in submitted proposals 

and public testimony.  Lost access was always a very contentious issue and was one that 

should have been foreseen prior to becoming an issue. 

 

You legislation is sorely needed to help prevent these problems from occurring and I ask 

the Alaska State Legislature to pass this important legislation, HB144, during this 

session. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Willard E Stockwell 

PO Box 721 

Cooper Landing, AK 99572  

 



 

 
PO Box 243963 

Anchorage, AK 99524-3963 
 
 

February 17, 2011 
 
 
 

Representative Les Gara 
State Capitol 500 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 
 
Dear Representative Gara:  
 
I’m writing you today in support of HB 144, which would direct the Department of Natural Resources to 
report annually to the legislature on its efforts to maintain or enhance access to and along fishing 
streams as well as its objectives for enhancing and maintaining access to and along fishing streams by 
the public in the upcoming year.  
 
As the owner of a licensed fly fishing guide service in Alaska, I believe that the Department of Natural 
Resources should play an active role in assisting the public to have access, wherever possible, to a wide 
variety of fishing opportunities. The bill would put in place a mechanism for voluntary land exchanges 
(or purchases) between the State and private owners along important recreational rivers. This would 
help us avoid the purchases of such lands for development, thus denying the public’s use of them. Other 
efforts could involve working with riparian land owners to identify sections of bank access that could be 
utilized by the public either free or through a paid access corridor would certainly be worthwhile to 
pursue as well. “Enhancing access to fishing streams,” might also mean identifying areas where people 
are trespassing on either public or private land to get access to various waterways, which would also 
provide valuable information on where the Department should direct efforts in opening or developing 
fishing opportunities to the public.  
 
I would urge members of the House Fisheries Committee to support HB 144. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Cecilia “Pudge” Kleinkauf 
 
 
 















From: Alan Batten [mailto:alanbatten@acsalaska.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2011 2:53 PM 
To: Rep. Les Gara 
Subject: Re: HB 144 
 
Dear Representative Gara, 
 
Thanks for sponsoring HB 144, and thanks for specifically mentioning "boaters".  
I am a recreational canoer and am very concerned about attrition of access points 
along our rivers.  A case in point is the Chulitna River bridge at approximately 
134 mile Parks Highway.  This area is a commonly used takeout for people who put 
in at the Parks Highway bridge over the East Fork Chulitna at (very 
approximately) mile 
185 Parks Highway (I believe you rafted this section last summer).  The land on 
both sides of the river above and below the bridge is privately owned, and I 
understand that access to the 2 landings just upstream of the bridge on river 
left were closed off last summer.  This is not a huge deal to someone in a canoe 
or kayak since our gear is light enough to just carry it up the right of way 
under the bridge to the highway.   
However, a friend of mine rows a dory that is a bit too heavy to manhandle easily 
(as I imagine your raft was also), so he can no longer use that area as a 
takeout. 
 
Similarly, access to the Nenana River at McKinley Village/Crabbe's Corner seems 
to be secure for right now, but has been a recurring issue in the past. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Alan Batten 
 

mailto:[mailto:alanbatten@acsalaska.net]
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