SUPPORTING DATA
· A recent article in the Associated Press outlines findings that more people smoke and die young in Alaska than the rest of America.  The percentage of people who smoke nationally is estimated at 15%; however in Anchorage the percentage of people who smoke is 19%.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  “Report: Smoking, drinking more common in Alaska.”  The Associated Press. 30 March 2011. http://juneauempire.com/state/2011-03-30/report-smoking-drinking-more-common-alaska ] 

· In 2007, tobacco use cost Alaskans $314 million in direct medical expenditures and an additional $177 million in lost productivity due to tobacco-related deaths[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Alaska Tobacco Facts, 2009 Update.  September, 2009  http://www.hss.state.ak.us/DPH/chronic/tobacco/alaska_tobacco_facts.pdf
] 

· Alaskan Native adults are twice as likely to smoke as non-native adults
· Alaskans with less education, with lower incomes, and who live in rural areas of the state also smoke more than their peers
· The majority of Alaskan adults who currently smoke want to quit; three out of five tried to quit in the last 12 months
· Tobacco addiction kills more people in Alaska per year than suicide, motor vehicle crashes, chronic liver disease and cirrhosis, homicide, and HIV/AIDS combined
· An additional estimated 120 Alaskans die each year from lung cancer and heart disease caused by exposure to secondhand smoke
· In total, $491 million is lost due an estimated $314 million annually in direct medical expenditures and an additional $177 million annually in lost productivity due to tobacco-related deaths.   (Lost productivity due to tobacco-related illness and costs due to second-and smoke exposure related illness or death are not included)
Percentage of Smokers by Race

· Alaskan natives are twice as likely to smoke as non-natives
· Smoking prevalence has remained relatively stable among Alaska natives over the past decade; among non-Native adults, there has been a small but significant decrease in smoking from 1996 to 2007
Percentage of Smokers by Region
	Region
	Percentage

	North/Interior
	36%

	Southwest
	34%

	Mat-Su Borough
	26%

	Fairbanks
	22%

	Gulf Coast
	20%

	Anchorage Borough
	20%

	Southeast
	19%

	All Adults
	22%


Regional Definitions:
· Anchorage Borough
· Mat-Su Borough
· Gulf-Coast – Kenai, Kodiak, and Valdez Cordova Boroughs and Census Areas (as well as part of Denali)
· Southeast – Yakutat, Skagway, Juneau, Sitka, Haines, Wrangell-Petersberg, Ketchikan Gateway Boroughs and Census Areas
· Fairbanks – (North Star) – Fairbanks North Star Borough
· North/Interior – Nome, Northwest Arctic, North Slope, Yukon-Koyukuk, Southwest Fairbanks, and Denali Boroughs and Census areas
· Southwest – Bristol Bay, East Aleutians, West Aleutians, Dillingham, Lake and Peninsula, Bethel, and Wade Hampton Boroughs and Census Areas (plus part of Yukon-Koyukuk)
Percentage of Adults Who Smoke, by Socio-Economic Status and Race, Alaska, 2005-2007[footnoteRef:3],[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Alaska Tobacco Facts, 2009 Update.  September, 2009  http://www.hss.state.ak.us/DPH/chronic/tobacco/alaska_tobacco_facts.pdf]  [4:  Source: Alaska Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, combined Modified and Standard BRFSS Surveys] 

	SES Status*
	Alaska natives
	Alaska Non-Natives
	Total

	Lower
	48%
	34%
	38%

	Higher
	33%
	16%
	18%

	All Adults
	41%
	20%
	22%


*Lower SES is calculated as those persons with less than a high school or less than 185% of the Alaska Poverty Level Guideline
· Nearly half (42%) of adult smokers live in households earning less than 185% of the Alaska Poverty Level Guideline
· Although unemployed adults and those who are unable to compromise about 11% of the overall adult population, they are disproportionately likely to smoke; 43% of unemployed adults and 46% of those who are unable to work are smokers, compared to 20% of employed adults who smoke
Alaskans Covered by Percentage[footnoteRef:5] [5:  A chart showing the health care coverage of the Alaskan population is available upon request.  The origins of these statistics are from the Division of Insurance and were obtained through Premera in 2010.] 

Based on health coverage of the Alaskan population, approximately 49% of Alaskan’s would be affected by the passage of this mandate.  Per statistics provided by the Division of Insurance, approximately 34% of Alaskans are self-insured, and 15% of Alaskans are insured through state regulations.  Remaining Alaskans are covered by Medicaid, Medicare, IHS, the military, or are uninsured.  Those Alaskans who are self-insured or are insured through state regulated insurance may be affected by this mandate and would therefore have access to tobacco cessation treatment.  
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