
ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATWES. INC.

2OII ANNUALRESOLUTION

RESOLUTION II.O8

TITLE: RECOMMENDATIONS ON H.R.2714 TO AMEND THE MARINE
MAMMAL PROTECTION ACT OF 1972

wIIEREAS : The proposed legislation intoduced by Representative Don young to amend the
Marine Marnmal Protection Act of l9?2 to allow the traDsport, p.ichasg and sale
ofpelts of, nnd ftaa{icrafts, garm€ots and art ptoduced &om Sou6centai and
Southeast Alaska northem sea otters that are takea for subsistence; and

wHEREAS: The Alaska Federation of Nativcs supports the prinoiple of maximum sustained
yield harvests; and

WIIEREAS: The Alaska Federation of Natives recognizes that sea o$er resorrEes can
conkibute to the economic well-being of Alaska Native hunters, artists,
craftspeople and Alaska Native-owned small businesses, and communiiies
through the hawest and sale oftaditional and contemporary handicrafts,
garments and art and is altercd significantly; and

WIIEREAS: The Alaska Federation of Natives believes that co-management reFmes that
allow tribcs and other Alaska Native organizations to manage resources benefits
both the resource population and tibal members; and

WHEREAS: wbile Alaska Natives have a very stong stake in enforcement that advances the
goals of sustainable mamgemetrt and sustainable economies, Alaska Natives have
been subjected to overzealous law enforcem€ot aDd entapment practices by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; and

Now THEREFoRE BE IT RESoLVED by the Delegarcs to the 2011 Arnual convention ofthe
Alaska Federation of Natives offers its support of H.R. 2714 with the fouowing
ameldments:

Thc legislation should state that the Nativc cxerption will bc m.intsia€d:

Tbe legislation should state that the Native exanption will not be
impacted;

The legislation will provide for m-manag€ment that would allow
tibcs or their regionally desimated Alaska Native organization to
make deErminations of eligibility of tr'bal memben 6 particioate in
zubsjstelrce harvests; the production of haditional and contemporary
handicrafts and a4 sustainable management and enforcernent'
priorities and hunting methods;
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o The legislation should provide for Listening Sessions with Marine
Manmal Organizations as well as consultations with federa[v
recognized tribes;

o The legislation should not provide for the sale ofpelts to tron_natives;

r The legislation includes all Marine Mammal protection Act (MMpA)
Regulated Species; and

BE IT FURTI{ER RESOLVED that the Alaska Federation of Natives calls for a review of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ovcrzealous law enforcement and entapment
practices and its greater allocation of enforcement fimds over other buigets that
can provide greater benefits for the resources.

SUBMITTEDBY: AFN BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CONVENTION ACTION: AMENDED AND PASSED
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centrd council

CENTRAL COUNCIL
Trtngif anl /{at/a 9nlian fri 6w d Ah[a
ANDREW P HOPE BUILDING
320 West Willoughby Avenue . Suite 300
Juneou, Alosko 99801-t726

rrdian Thbes 0f A16ska

CENTRAL COUNCIL OF TLINGIT AND HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA
Seventy-Sixth Annual Tribal Assembly

April l3- 16. 201 I
Juneau, Alaska

Resolution TA,/ ll-43

Title: Native Harvest and Co-Management of Sea Otter

By: Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community Cor.rncil

WHEREAS, central councir of Tingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (central
Council) is a federally recognized tribe of more than 27,000 tribal citizens: and

WHEREAS, the membership of Central council are dependent on abundant sustainable
resources from the coastal waters of Southea$t Alaska: and

WHEREAS, in the late r96os, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game reintroduced
approximately 4OO sea otters in the waters of Southeast Alaskal and

WHEREAS' the federal govemment has jurisrliction under the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA)i nnd

WHEREAS. the sea otter population in Southeast Alaska is growing at an alarming rate
and this drastic increase in sea otters, which prey on shellfish resourles, is ihrearening the
species such as dungeness crab. abalone, sea urchins. sea cucumbers, geoducks, ona Jtrrai
species. to a point that traditional and customary [$es, sport fishing. aicl commercial tishing have
been stopped in many areas due to the low abundance oi these resources: and

WHEREAS. residents throughout Southeast Alaska rely on she fish not only tbr their
livelihood, but for the survival in a traditional and customary way of life; and

WHEREAS, the production of sea otter into handicrafi, gannent, or art, whether
traditional or contemporary, significantly altered or not, can be a significant revenue source for
Alaska Natives, who live in economically depressed communitres.

Now THEREFoRE BE IT RESoLvED. rhat rhe seventy-Sixrh Tribal Assernbry of
central council of Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes oiAlaska convened in Juneau, Alaska on
April l3- 16, 201 l. formally requests rribal consultarion with the u.s. Fish & wildlife Servrce
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'tA Resolurion I l-43
Page 2 oi 2

rhrough govemment-to-govemment rel:[ionships to work with tribes and tribal readers inSoutheast Alaska to develop co-rnanagement plans; and

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, rhat rhese plans shall be developed ro recognize rhetradiiional Native use of sea orter since time-immemorial to ;rotect these customary rights, tolddress law enforcement issues, to provide fo, co_ronug".Jnt, and to rraining needst and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that rhe Cenrral Council shall go on record as opposingthe export of any pelt of an otter f'rom the Sotuhcentral or southeast Al-aska stock of norfui". ,.oorters that is raken for subsistence purposes in accordance with section l0l(b)(l): and

BE IT FINALL' RESOLVED. rhat central Council urges Representarive Don young toadopt the-tbllowing proposed regulatory amendments ro rhe M;rine tviammal p-t*;;; A;i,,Section 102(g). irs stated below.

Section lO2of the Marine Mammal protection Act of 1972(16u.S.C. 1372)iscmended by udding ut the end thefollowing:

"(g) Nothing in this Act prohibits the transporr, purchase, sule, expor! rf, or anytffir to purchase, .tell or export, ony sea orter handicray, grtrment, or art, whetltertraditiorutl or utntemporurry, significantly altered or not, Jirm the southcentml orSoutheast Alaska sto(k of northern seu o-tters mt is tuken,Jor subsi';tence purposes inuccordance with section I0l(b)( t ).,'

AD.FTTED this l6th dav-of Aprir 201 r, by the seventy-Sixth rribal Assembly of centralCouncil of Ttingit and Haida tndian iribes .il;.i;. -' ""-'

CERTIFY

ATTES'I

:L-_e.{" J.
Tfibal Secretary Harold Houston



From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Max Worhatch <mnmnwiv60@gmail.com>
Saturday, February 04, 2012 6:02 AM
Rep. Erc Feige; Rep. Neal Foster; Rep. Paul Seaton; Rep. Scott Kawasaki; Rep. peggy Wilson; Rep.
Cathy Munoz; Rep. Bob Herron; Rep. Berta Gardner; Rep. Alan Dick
Reo. Bill Thomas
House Joint Resolution 26

House Resource Committee:

My nome is Alox Worhotch. I live in Pefersburg ond f commercial fish.
f om the vice president of United Southeast Aloska 6illnetters, ond I serve on the Petersburg Advisory Committee to the
Alosko Boords of Fish and 6crme. I hove been commerciol fishing ny entire oduh life, ond o good port of nry childhood.
Like nony people in Petersburg, I moke my entire living from the seo. I consider commercial fishing industry os the
ultimote renewoble resource extroction industry. Well manoged fisheries coupled with common sense hobitot protection
leods to jobs ond sfote revenue for generotions fo come.

On Fridoy, Febrrnry 3, I sot in on the Resource Committees heoring on HJR 26, hoping to testify olong with three others.
Time constroints precluded Petersburg ond Sitko from being heord. f wos pretty upset imnediotely following the hearing
os I hod foken two hours of my time, which is presently filled with preporing for the upconring crob fishery, to get the
oPportunity to sPeok to this issue which is of the ulmost ihporfonce to me ond the cohmunity f live in. I feel if the Three
Minute Rule had been enforced by the choir to the people giving testimony, we could hove gotten everybody in.

One ol the fisheries I porticipote in is Dungeness crob. This fishery is worth between $5-$10 million dollors ex-vessel on
on onnuol bosis-
tllost of this goes to Pet€rsburg ond Wrongell, but thera ore olso processing focilities in Junedu, Sitko, Hoines, ond Koke.
In 2011 somewhere in the neighborhood of 180 vessels porticipoted in this fishery. Those vessels generolly hove ot leost
one deckhond, oft tirnes two. It is one of the most diverse fleets, with vessels ronges from limit seiners to 16 foot skiffs.
This fishery is vitolly itnportont to Southeosf, porticulorly Petersburg ond Wrongell, who both depend hecvily on fhe jobs
ond the raw fish tax provided by londings in their conmunities.

f support HJR 26 os it is writfen. f would like to ihank Representotive Wilson for introducing if, ond f think it is long
overdue. f feel thot fhe selling of whole skins would ollow for the fostest neons of minimizing ond orresting otter
populotion growths into shell fish producing oreas. It would olso ollow for o brooder econonic bose for native conmunities-
A sewing mochine with which to sew hides is somewhere in the $2000 ronge. Thot is o substonfiol investment for on
unemployed young man living in Koke to nake, not knowing if he con even sew onything ihot orryone would purchose. f think
the current regulotions moke il very hord for rurol mtives ond fovors lhe noiives who ore connected to o rood system or
who hoppen to live in a town thot gets cruise ships.

Agoin, I strongly suPPort this resolution. Ii is time for the Stote of Alosko to take a stond on protecting the resources
fhot ore being
effected by seo otter predotion. It is time for fhe Stote of Alosko
to Protect fhe aconomic interests of ALL its residents. The Stote needs io be on odvocote for the resources being
depleted by otter predotion. t[le need to stort o diologue with the Deportment of the rnterior on coming up with o
monogement plan thct con octuolly work to oll porties involved. The Stofe of Alosko needs to be of thof ioble, pushing hord
to come uP with o sustoinoble resource horvest of sea otters to minimize impocts on shell fishing producing oreas. ft is
ihportont nol to 9et bo99ed down on detoils of how o monogenent plon is going to work. Thot will come ot the n e><t level,
ond oll interesled porties con work on it there. The importont thing is that we 9et o plon.



Thonk You,

Mox Worhotch
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"nJ""t!r. 
this testirdony into the file for HJR26: SEA

OTTER MANAGMENT

Thank You very much'
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Hous" Rcaoutr Comnitttc
Rei How€ Joi Resdldion 26

Housc Rrsoutco Co$mittac:

Mv namo is J. Anrly Knighl I 8m ! t€sidoot of Pcersburg ard br tt ry-f uots -*"ial fishing has

becn mv solo sowcc or io"ott' t norfffiiffi"-ffigp"*' rrnn€r) ard two sdmod psrnib(s'E'
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come,

On FcbnEry 3 I r{es at oru local LIO hopilg to ginc estinory on HJR26' Unforanrrcly rin€ con!fiaints

denled PeFrrburg ana si*a rrom oci'n;fr;l' 5o ** ),oo Jut rt€." ftonr nc in rrritins'

ALL its nsid.N we nccs ro 5El1 | \*u5E "'iifi ij i, U. t t *oe in rhe right dinc.tion.
mmagFtncllt Plsn $at will addlis $lc ,

I st!trgly cuPpod HJp96 $ $/ricot|. t wrnt to thu* Rep' Wikon fot-int'oducing lt' It is long overduc snd I

necassrry fir:t st€p itr t*tte tnt t#;"d-ffikm S* Ottrr-nop'lrtion' Tbis 'rs an issu€ tnat

rtcmmds i mdietc stt'ntis'' Just asKa;;rbsifunca or conmscral hnrr'esur of shellfish (i'c' Abalone'
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Ir is time for Uc Stalc of Ahsks to Dskc t $atd' We musr prc't€ttlc YaaatffiHl:: m"?
tr"dffil';.9",":H::m#ilS.ffi 'T"ff 
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