
Uniform Rule 42 

 

Rule 42. Conference and Free Conference Committees.  

(a) If one house refuses to concur in the amendments of the other it so notifies the amending house and 
requests that it recede from its amendments. The vote on receding from amendments is taken by the 
calling of the roll and the recording of the yeas and nays in the journal. A house recedes from its 
amendments only by a majority vote of the full membership of the house. If the house refuses to 
recede, the presiding officer of each house appoints three members to sit as a Conference Committee. 
The committee meets when mutually agreeable to its members. If the committee reaches agreement on 
previously adopted amendments to a bill adopted by either house, the committee then submits an 
identical report to each house. The report is not subject to amendment in either house. If the report is 
adopted by each house the bill is enrolled, signed, and transmitted to the governor. If the members of 
the Conference Committee cannot agree on amendments, or if one or both houses refuses to adopt the 
committee report, the Conference Committee submits an identical written report to each house listing 
the specific points of disagreement for which the committee requests powers of free conference. The 
presiding officer of each house may then give limited powers of free conference only on the specific 
points listed. If the members of a Conference Committee with limited powers of free conference 
cannot agree on amendments, or one or both houses refuses to adopt the committee report, it is then in 
order to appoint a Free Conference Committee. A member who served on a Conference Committee or 
a Conference Committee with limited powers of free conference may not be appointed to a subsequent 
Conference Committee or Free Conference Committee concerning the same measure. The vote on 
adoption of a conference committee report is taken by the calling of the roll and the recording of the 
yeas and nays in the journal. Adoption requires a majority vote of the full membership of each house. 

(b) A Free Conference Committee is appointed in the same manner as a Conference Committee and 
may suggest in its report any new amendments clearly germane to the question. When a majority of the 
membership of the committee from each house agrees on amendments, the amendments are attached to 
the bill and reported back to each house in an identical report. The report is not subject to amendment 
in either house. If the report is adopted in each house, the bill is then ordered enrolled by its house of 
origin. If the members of a Free Conference Committee fail to agree on amendments or one or both 
houses refuses to adopt the free conference report, a second Free Conference Committee may be 
appointed, but no member of the first committee may be reappointed. A free conference report on a 
measure other than an appropriation bill may not be voted on by the house until at least 24 hours after 
the report is duplicated and delivered to the chief clerk or secretary of the house for distribution to each 
member. The chief clerk or secretary shall certify the time of delivery of the report for recording in the 
journal. The vote on adoption of a free conference committee report is taken by the calling of the roll 
and the recording of the yeas and nays in the journal. Adoption requires a majority vote of the full 
membership of each house.  

(c) A Conference Committee with limited powers of free conference or a Free Conference Committee 
may not include in its report on an appropriation bill an item which was not included in a version of 
that appropriation bill adopted in third reading by a house and the amount appropriated by an item may 
not exceed the higher amount appropriated by that item in a version of the bill adopted in third reading 



by a house. An item in an appropriation bill includes a line item, an allocation, and an appropriation. 
The report on an appropriation bill of a Conference Committee, a Conference Committee with limited 
powers of free conference, or a Free Conference Committee may not be voted on by the house until at 
least 24 hours after the report is duplicated and delivered to the chief clerk or secretary of the house for 
distribution to each member. The chief clerk or secretary shall certify the time of delivery of the report 
for recording in the journal. 

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of (c) of this rule, a Free Conference Committee may consider and 
include in its report on an appropriation bill appropriations as requested by attached fiscal notes on 
new legislation and resolutions that have been passed by both houses. 

(e) A Conference Committee, a Conference Committee with limited powers of free conference, or a 
Free Conference Committee may not adopt a report that requires a change in the title of a bill other 
than a clerical or technical change. 

 


