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In 1977 the U.S. Supreme Court 
decided Illinois Brick Co. v. 
Illinois, which states that federal 
antitrust laws do not allow 
“indirect purchasers” to recover 
damages from “upstream” 
antitrust violators.  The Court 
further held, however, that 
states are free to formulate their 
own public policy on the issue of 
antitrust lawsuits brought on 
behalf of indirect purchasers. 

Inflated price passed on to 
consumer.  This legislation will 
give the AG authority to bring 
actions on behalf of 
consumers who are “indirect 
purchasers” of products that 
have artificially high prices due 
to upstream antitrust behavior. 


