
 

House Bill 6: 

Removing a Regent 

Sponsor Statement  

 

This bill creates a statutory due process procedure under which the governor may suspend or 

remove a University of Alaska regent for good cause. 

 

This bill is in response to a 2007 incident in which a regent was federally indicted on multiple 

counts of fraud.  He refused to resign his position until impeachment proceedings began.  The 

board of regents’ by-laws do not set forth a procedure remove a regent.  The legislative legal 

counsel has concluded that regents serve at the pleasure of the governor and thus can be 

removed.  An informal attorney general’s opinion states that the governor does not have the 

authority to remove a regent without cause.  That AG opinion concluded that the governor does 

have the authority to remove a regent so long as cause is established and due process granted. 

 

It should be noted that during the 25
th

 legislature letters were sent to the board of regents asking 

that it, under the authority of 14.40.170(b)(1), adopt procedures for the removal and/or 

suspension of a regent, but it has not done so. 

 

It is important to acknowledge that the constitution does bear upon this bill due to the governor’s 

powers being enumerated in Article III of the Alaska Constitution while the board of regents is 

established in Article VII, section 6.  The Alaska Supreme Court has ruled that the UA is subject 

to a degree of legislative control.  For example, the legislature can, without approval of the 

regents, dispose of UA land.  Additionally, the legislature has, through law, provided the UA 

with a broad degree of autonomy; however, this implies the UA is still subject to laws enacted by 

the legislature.  The legislature has been given broad authority under the constitution, indeed the 

only constitutional constraints on the power of the legislature to make laws regarding other 

agencies of the State of Alaska deal with the rules of court and the repeal of initiatives. In effect 

this legislation provides a check upon the powers of the university.  

 

This bill secures the state’s interest and the university’s interest.  This legislation will keep a 

cloud from hovering over the UA in a future scenario in which a regent must be removed or 

suspended for cause. 
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