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2012  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

This bill amends AS 11.41.200(a) by adding several components regarding children to the definitions of assault in the 
first, second, and third degrees.  Assault in the first degree is modified by including the following: an adult 
intentionally causing “serious bodily harm” to a child under 16 years of age with a disability, an adult recklessly 
causing “serious bodily harm” to a child under 12 years of age, and an adult recklessly causing “serious bodily harm” 
on multiple occasions to a child under the age 16 with a disability.  Assault in the first degree is a class A felony that 
carries a sentence of up to 20 years imprisonment.  
 
Assault in the second degree is modified by including the following: an adult knowingly causing serious “bodily harm” 
to a child under 16 years of age with a disability, an adult recklessly causing “physical injury” to a child under 12 years 
of age, and an adult recklessly causing “physical injury” on multiple occasions to a child under the age of 16 with a 
disability.  Assault in the second degree is a class B felony that carries a sentence of up to 10 years imprisonment.  
 
Assault in the third degree is modified by changing the age range, from 10 years of age to 12 years of age, when an 
adult causes physical injury to a child and the injury would cause a reasonable caregiver to seek medical attention 
from a healthcare professional and changes the age arrange from 10-16 years of age to 12-16 years of age when an 
adult knowingly causes “physical injury to a child and the injury reasonably requires medical treatment.  Assault in 
the third degree is a class C felony that carries a sentence of up to five years imprisonment. 
 
Additionally, this bill amends the crime of endangering the welfare of a minor by including exposing the child to 
various controlled substances.  Penalties for violation of this provision range from a class A misdemeanor to a class B 
felony with a potential sentence of up to 10 years imprisonment.  This bill also makes several changes to the statutes 
defining criminal non-support by including monetary support ordered in another jurisdiction and basic sustenance to 
the definition of “support,” among others.   
 
Finally, this bill makes changes to AS 12.55.155 by adding as an aggravator for sentencing crimes that resulted in 
serious bodily harm to a child that resulted in extended or substantial impairment to the child’s mental health. 
 
Although the Public Defender Agency cannot predict the number of new cases that will be charged nor the number 
of cases that will be upgraded to more serious felonies under this bill, these modifications are likely to increase the 
level, and therefore the cost, at which these cases are charged and litigated.  The Agency, therefore, submits an 
indeterminate fiscal note. 
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