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Both Hoog and Schwartz said an analyst will arrive in March to investigate the
logistics of the move and the future of the base.

Mayor Hopkins and Governor Sean Parnell have both proposed spending state
money to investigate the financial figures that would result from the move.

Some government spending has been put on hold ($45 million for the Eielson dorm
project) while some spending continues ($14.8 million for a railroad upgrade to haul
fuel to Eielson).

Ted Stevens is dead and can't protect Alaska from military spending cuts in
Washington.

There are only a few months left for politicians to convince the Pentagon not to go
through with the move.

Now let’s think about what we have been told:

Alaskan politicians say that there is no better training place for the F-16s than the
Interior. Shouldn't that decision be left to leading military strategy experts instead of
bureaucrats?

The real reason there is such a fuss: THE AMOUNT OF MONEY LOST BY
BUSINESSES IN INTERIOR ALASKA WILL BE MASSIVE. MONEY, MONEY,
MONEY! MONEY TO LOSE and MONEY TO SPEND TO TRY NOT TO LOSE
MORE MONEY!

Lisa Murkowski states that in rural areas of Alaska, military spending is responsible
for 38% of the economy.

According to Wes Madden, the departure of even 1,500 people would drastically

influence the housing market in a negative way. Oh no, the housing market would be
hurt. The rental prices are already through the roof (and have been for awhile), even

in west Fairbanks!

According to one Interior resident, “A lot would change — fewer assaults, less traffic,
smaller population, fewer Republicans — it would be horrible.”

While the above human is being a bit sarcastic, there is no doubt that a number of

aspects of society could see a positive benefit from the closure of the base. | cannot

help but fantasize about the crumbling of the east Fairbanks chain stores that might
occur (they were not around for most of my life). Maybe some local businesses
would actually benefit!

To summarize:

The military is interested in transferring some very expensive military technology
Outside and to another location in the state. This change would majorly hurt the
economy of Interior Alaska, resulting in businesses closing and housing prices
plummeting. The population would decline along with crime and traffic.

Is the extra money for the economy really worth the negative impact the base has on

society? Remember military fans, plenty of Ft. Wainwright troops will be returning in
the next few months...
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