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I (2) hen establishing the permanent plan lbr the child, the court shall

2 make appropriate written findings. including findings related to whether

3 (A) and 4hen the child should be returned to the parent or

4 guardian

5 (B) the child should be placed lbr adoption or legal

6 guardianship and whether a petition for termination ofparental rights should be

7 filed by the department; and

8 (C’) there is a compelling reason that the most appropriate

9 placement for the child is [ShOULD 13E PLACEDJ in another planned,

1 0 I permanent living arrangement and the department has recommended the

1 1 arrangement under AS47.14.100(p); the findings under this paragraph

12 ‘ must include thesçp that [AND WHAT STEPS] are necessary to achieve

I 3 the new arrangement;

14 (3) if the court is unable to make a finding required under (2) of this

1 5 subsection, the court shall hold another hearing within a reasonable period of time;

I 6 ‘ (4) in addition to the findings required by (2) of this subsection, the

I 7 court shall also make appropriate ritten findings related to

I 8 (A) whether the department has made the reasonable efforts

I 9 required under AS 47. 1 0086 to offer appropriate family support services to

20 remedy the parents or guardians conduct or conditions in the home that made

21 the child a child in need ofaid under this chapter:

22 (13) v4hether the parent or guardian has made substantial

23 pogrs to remedy the parents or guardian’s conduct or conditions in the home

24 that made the child a child in need of aid under this chapter:

25 (C) if the permanent plan is lbr the child to remain in out—of—

:() lunecare. \\ hether the chi Id’s iut1honie placeneni continues to he

2’ Llpproprlate and in the best interesis of the child: and

:: ( I ) ‘a hether the department ha made reaonable e11ris to

f5nali,e the Ier1nrnent plan Iir the child,

the ‘urt ha I hold I herr’ to i ‘\ o’ \ ‘h pirminIt 1 in at !at

inn iall ii ti zLcc t 41 n p1mt I ni n t thL phu ii the plan ippit’ d h t iii
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I changes afler the hearing. the department shall promptly apply to the court for another

2 pLrmanLnLy hearing and the court shall conduct the hLaring within 30 days after

3 ipplication Iy the. dLp irtment

4 Sec 3 AS 47 1 0 (380 is amLnded by adding a nc subsLulon to iead

5 (\) lie court shall recognize a presumption that maintenance of a sibling

6 relationship including vith a sibling who is related by blood through one parent is in

7 a childs best interest

8 ‘, Sec 4 AS 47 1 0 1 00 is amended to read

9 : Sec. 7.1O.1OO. Retention ofjurisdiction over child [M1NORI. (a) The court

1() retains jurisdiction over the case and may at any time stay execution, modify, set

I I aside reoke, or Lnlarge a judgment or order, or grant a ne hearing in the exercise

1 2 of its power of protection over the child [MINORj and for the child’s [MINORS] best

1 3 Ij interest, for a period of time not to exceed two years or in any event extend past the

14 day the child recIie [MINOR BECOMESj 19 years of age, unless sooner

1 5 discharged by the court, except that the department may apply for and the court may

16 grant [ANj additional one-year periods [PERIQDJ of supervision past [AGEj 19

17 sears of age that do not extend beyond the person’s 21st birthday if continued

I 8 h supemsion is in the best interests of the person and the person consents to it An

I 9 application for any of these purposes may be made by the parent, guardian or

20 custodian acting in behalf of the minor, or the court may on its own motion and after

2 1 rcasonable notice to intuested parties and the appropriate department take action that
22 it considers appropriate

23 (b) 11 the court dULrnlines at a hcaring authorizLd by (a) of this eLtic)n that

23 the departmuit has omp1itd 4ith thereguirmtnt% for release of a diild under

5 S 47 14 OO(g) and that it is l OR] the hcst intLrcts of the. diild [\1lORJ to k
26 ILk IsLd tO the child’s oncustoth. or to tht care or Lustod’ of th. (hIld’%
7 1\1l\()R Si parLnt guardian of Lustodlan it shll [\I \‘i } ntr in ordLr to that Ufcci

8 and the child [MJN()Rj is discharged Irom the control of the department.

:9 .: ) I I d Child Nl1N;( R J is idjudicatcd i child in n.ed of aid hcLbrc. thc child’s
() \ I I \( )R } I th ‘ir ‘I J t ui t m i t ii urid n r tii hid \ I I \( )R

I afer the chikls [\ll()RS J I 8th hirihdav ibr the purpe of urer\ iin the child
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I [MINORI. but the courts jurisdiction oer the minor under this chapter never extends

:: beünd the child’s [MINORS] 19th birthday. except that the department may apply

3 ft)r and the court ma grant [ANj additional one-year periods [PERIOI)j of;

4 supervision past [AGE] 19 years ofage that donot extend beyondthe person’s 21st

5 i2kthtI!LY continued super ision is in the best interests of the person and the person

6 consents to it. Uhe department may retain jurisdiction over a child [BETWEEN TI IE

7 CIIILIYS 18f11 AN!) 19111 I31RTIII)AYS FOR I’11E PURPOSE OF SUPFRVIS!NG

8 FIlE CIIILI),j if the child has been placed under the supervision of the department

9 before the child’s I 8th bihday, except that the department may apply for and the

1 0 court may grant [ANI additional one-year periods [PERIODJ of supervision past

1 1 [AGE] 19 ycars of age that do not extend beyond the person’s 21st birthçy if

I 2 continued supervision is in the best interests of the person and the person consents to

13 it.

14 Sec. 5. AS 47.14.100(m) is amended to read:

1 5 (m) Prima facie evidence of good cause not to place a child with an adult

1 6 family member or family friend under AS 47. 1 0,088(i) or under (e) of this section

1 7 includes the failure to meet the requirements for a foster care license under AS 47.32

I 8 and regulations adopted under AS 47.32, taking into account a waiver variance, or

19 exemption allowed under AS 47,32.O3O(a)(3jnd 47.32.032. Prima facie e’idence

20 of good cause not to place a child with an adult family member or adult family friend

21 does not include poverty or inadequate or croded housing. Ifthe department denies a

22 request for placement ith an adult family member or a family friend. the department

23 shall inlbrm the adult family member or family friend of the basis fbr the denial and

24 the right to request a hearing to review the decision. A non-party adult family member

25 or family friend requesting a rc icw hearing under AS 47. 1 0088(i) or under (e) of this

26 ‘%CL1jTh iS not cliiiHe !br puhlicl appointed legal counsel.

:7 * Sec. 6, :s 47 1 4 I U() amended h\ addini new subsections to read:

: ( 0 ) I \CC{t ds ided in p i kind q 3 ol this cetin. the departmcni htIl

ntin’ie to earLh br a suitable adopti e or permInen1 leaal guardianship br a Lhi Id

is in the t d h the tate md h is under I S Lars of L e

pj I e Lp irtnknt inLts ri mmend mm them ii ned LtIi ii Li I n.

3
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1 i arrangement for a child who is in state custody only if

2 (1) the deparunent has unsuccessfully made intensive efforts to find a

3 i permanent placement for the child;

4 (2) the department, after considering reunification, adoption, legal

5 1’ guardianship, or permanent placement with a fit and willing relative, determines that

6 ! there is a compelling reason that the most appropriate permanency plan for the child is

7 I placement in another planned permanent living arrangement, and the department

8 .• documents for the court the compelling reason for the alternate plan; and

9 (3) the court, at a permanency hearing under AS 47. 1 0.080(l), has

10 approved the placement of the child to another permanent planned living arrangement

1 1 (q) The department may release from state custody a child who is under 19

12 years ofage who has been committed to the custody ofthe department only if

13 (1) the child and the guardian ad litem are notified not less than 30

14 days before a petition for release is filed;

15 (2) the department files a petition with the court for termination of

16 sate custody and release that describes the reasons the release is in the best interest of

171
thechild;and

I 8 (3) a court makes a written finding that release from state custody is in

19 .j the best interest ofthe child. 4

20 (r) The department shall make all reasonable efforts to place siblings who are

21
.

in the custody of the department in the same placement. If siblings are not placed

22 1 together after reasonable efforts have bçen made, the state or regional director of the

23 division with responsibility over the custody of children shall provide a written

24 II explanation in the file of the efforts that were made and the reason separating the

25 siblings for placement purposes is in the best interest of the children. In this;

26 subsection, “sibling” means two or more persons who are related by blood or marriage

27 as a child of one or both parents.

28 (s) As used in (p) of this section. “compelling reason” may include

29; circumstances in which

30 (1 the child is more than 15 years of age and has specifically!

31 requested that emancipation be established;

‘.5.. SSSUS2
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