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(a) Basic vehicle control skills. All applicants for a CDL must possess and demonstrate
basic motor vehicle control skills for each vehicle group which the driver operates or
expects to operate. These skills should include the ability to start, to stop, and to move
the vehicle forward and backward in a safe manner.

(b) Safe driving skills. All applicants for a CDL must possess and demonstrate the safe
driving skills for their vehicle group. These skills should include proper visual search
methaods, appropriate use of signals, speed control for weather and traffic conditions, and
ability to position the motor vehicle correctly when changing lanes or turning.

following skills with respect to inspection and operation of air brakes:

(1) Pre~trip inspection skills. Applicants shall demonstrate the skills necessary to
conduct a pre~trip inspection which includes the ability to:

(i) Locate and verbally identify air brake operating controls and monitoring devices;

(i) Determine the motor vehicle's brake system condition for proper adjustments and
that air system connections between motor vehicles have been properly made and
secured;

(i) Inspect the low pressure warning device(s) to ensure that they will activate in
emergency situations;

(iv) Ascertain, with the engine running, that the system maintains an adequate supply of
compressed air;

(v} Determine that required minimum air pressure build up time is within acceptable
limits and that required alarms and emergency devices automatically deactivate at the
proper pressure level; and

(vi) Operationally check the brake system for proper performance.

(2) Driving skills. Applicants shall successfully complete the skills tests contained in §
383.113 in a representative vehicle equipped with air brakes.
(d) Test area. Skills tests shall be conducted in on-street conditions or under a
combination of on-street and off-street conditions.

(e) Simulation technology. A State may utilize simulators to perform skills testing, but
under no circumstances as a substitute for the required testing in on-street conditions.
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for a CMV operator who is currently licensed at the time of his/her application for a CDL,
and substituted with either an applicant's driving record and previous passage of an
acceptable skifls test, or an applicant's driving record in combination with certain driving
experience. The State shall impose conditions and limitations to restrict the applicants
from whom a State may accept alternative requirements for the skills test described in §
383.113. Such conditions must reguire at least the following: |

(a) An applicant must certify that, during the two-year period immediately prior to j
applying for a CDL, he/she:

[(:29H

(2) Has not had any license suspended, revoked, or canceled;

(3) Has not had any convictions for any type of motor vehicle for the disqualifying
offenses contained in § 383.51() ;

(4) Has not had more than one conviction for any type of motor vehicle for serious
traffic violations; and

(5) Has not had any conviction for a violation of State or local law relating to motor
vehicle traffic control (other than a parking violation) arising in connection with any
traffic accident, and has no record of an accident in which he/she was at fault; and

(b) An applicant must provide evidence and certify that:
(1) He/she is regularly employed in a job requiring operation of a CMV, and that either:

(2) He/she has previously taken and passed a skills test given by a State with a
classified licensing and testing system, and that the test was behind-the-wheel in a
representative vehicle for that applicant's driver's license classification; or

(3) He/she has operated, for at least 2 years immediately preceding application for a
COL, a vehicle representative of the commercial motor vehicle the driver applicant
operates or expects to operate.

[53 FR 27649, July 21, 1988, as amended at 55 FR 25606, june 22, 1990, 67 FR 49760,
July 31, 2002]
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Fours-of-Service Regulations

KOTE: A new Hours-of-Service (HOS) Proposed Rulemaking was published on December
29, 2010. For details, visit the HOS Proposed Rule page to view the complete rulemaking,
summary of changes, FAQs, and other related information.

The Hours-of-Service regulations (49 CFR Part 395) put limits in place for when and how long commercial motor vehicle (CMV)
drivers may drive. These regulations are based on an exhaustive scientific review and are designed to ensure truck drivers get the
necessary rest to perform safe operations. FMCSA also reviewed existing fatigue research and worked with organizations like the
Transportation Research Board of the National Academies and the National Institute for Occupational Safety in setting these HOS
rules,

The regulations are designed fo continue the downward trend in truck fatalities and maintain motor carrier cperational efficiencies.
Although the HOS regulations are found in Part 395 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, many States have identical
or similar regulations for intrastate traffic.

Who must comply with the Hours-of-Service Regulations?
Most drivers must follow the HOS Regulations if they drive a commercial motor vehicle, or CMV.

In general, a CMV is a vehicle that is used as part of a business and is involved in interstate commerce and fits any of

these descriptions:

+ Weighs 10,001 pounds or more

« Has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross combination weight rating of 10,001 pounds or more

» s designed or used to transport 16 or more passengers (including the driver) not for compensation

s s designed or used to transport 9 or more passengers (including the driver) for compensation

« A vehicle that is involved in Interstate or intrastate commerce and is transporting hazardous materials in a quantity requiring
placards is also considered a CMV.

HOS Reference Materials

« Interstate Truck Driver's Guide to HOSNow

« interstate Passenger Carrying Driver's Guide To Mours of Servicenew!
s Freguently Asked Questions

s Logbook Examples [PDF]
= HOS Final Rule

[Federal Register Notice PDF]
» Recordkeeping Forms

Summary of the Hours-of-Service Regulations
The following table summarizes the HOS regulations for property-carrying and passenger-carrying CMV drivers.

HOURS-OF-SERVICE RULES

Passenger-Canrying CMV Drivers
10-Hour Driving Limit
May drive a maximum of 10 hours after 8 consecutive hours off
duty.
15-Hour On-Duty Limit
May not drive after having been on duty for 15 hours, following 8
consecutive hours off duty. Off-duty time is not included in the 16
-hour period,
60/70-Hour On-Duty Limit
May not drive after 60/70 hours on duty in 7/8 consecutive days.

Propemty-Garrying CMV Drivers
11-Hour Driving Limit
May drive a maximum of 11 hours after 10 consecutive hours
off duty.

14-Hour Limit

May not drive beyond the 14th consecutive hour after coming
on duty, following 10 consecutive hours off duty. Off-duty time
does not extend the 14-hour period.

60/70-Hour On-Duty Limit

May not drive after 80/70 hours on duty in 7/8 consecutive
days. A driver may restart a 7/8 consecutive day period after
taking 34 or more consecutive hours off duty,

Sleeper Berth Provision

Drivers using the sleeper berth provision must take at least 8
consecutive hours in the sieeper berth, plus a separate 2
consecutive hours either in the sleeper berth, off duty, or any
combination of the two.

Find this page at: http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/rules-regulations/topics/hos/index.htm

Sleeper Berth Provision

Drivers using a sleeper berth must take at least 8 hours in the
sleeper berth, and may split the sleeper-berth time into two
periods provided neither is less than 2 hours.
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