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Subject: tB 365 is needed to address AJasas aqiat!c nvasve species
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Hello members of the House Resources Committee.

Thank you for proposing and considering JIB 365 TAn Act relating to the rapid response to, and control of, aquatic
invasive species. ‘ I hope you wCI support this measure.

A1askas environment and the natural resources upon whith ve depend rorjobs, development, tourism, and quality of
:ife are under threat by the rapid spread ofdarnaging invasive species. Despite our isolation and exeme climate these
aggressi e alien spec cs are sKil u at hit1’hking on cargo s i’s fishing and p1easur ooats, float planes hea
equipment, vehicle tires, commodities (gravel, straw, muich, soil). etc

As you are likely aware, invasive species cause many billions of dollars of‘ damage each ear in the lower 48 and e
arejust beginning to see these impacts in Alaska. The best solution is to prevctit the arrival ofnew species in the ‘first
place with invasive species$rce CommodiHes and good Thygiene For example ‘s ash the boat plane. equipment, etc.
free of any weed seeds or invasive species priur to arrival in a clean part o E Alaska. Whiit. we need to do more to
prevent the spread otirnasive species, it is still inevitable that a few will sneak in. ‘IUs it is essential that we have the
ability to detect these alien invaders as early as possible and respond as quickly as posibe. 1 hs is known as Early
Detectior.i Rapid Response (El) I{R).

I knov its politically easier to act after everyone ‘recognizes a naor problem, but the sooer e can detc: and
eradicate or C()tltrQi the most damaging species the better - this ‘will sa us a trn:en.ious amount ofrnoney and
heartache in the long run.

A specific example of a fresh water aquatic invasi c species is Elodea (water weed which is cuITnt1y KnoWn in the
Fairbanks, Anchorage, and Cordova areas. ‘This plant is easily spread by small fragments. It has the ability to choke up
lakes and slo n,ovit water and degrade. salmon spavsning habitat. ft was rcent1y discovered in Anchorages Sand
Lake which is used iv toat planes. We are very concerned that ‘ithout action, i: “ i1 soon sprea1 to Lake Hood and
from there throughom southceniral and southwest Alaska. USFWS biologists estimate it will cost about S210,000 to
plan for and apply aquatic herbicide to Sand Lake ‘• hut we believe we can eradicate the plant from this lake dth a
three year elTon.. Nete that herbicides are a last resort, but in the casu o1this agress.iv’ eed, hrhicide represent a
‘much lower ecological cost than allowing EIodea to take over aiid spread.

I read through the text ofliB 365 and this proposed blU appears to me to perctIy address the riced for AiJF&G to
develo, an EDRR plan and act in coordination with other state, federal. local, and prhat enthies. Of course such
efforts require :ftinding to he successfil, but I understartd that neds to be addr2ssed separately n a different prooess.

I don’t see any changes that need to be made to this proposed except that there may be a comma out of place
or word order SSLC in Sec. 16.05.093 (C) that begins on Hn 5 ofpag ho oftho bill. I believe in the inteii of this
.nten h4 ouesi t ‘ ake ,eiis o ne a s riu4 Aco peLL’ urneu cou’d shOLL to this
hi.1, to address t: issue cFprevntion?

t the i sc ofask.. ig cr oo i, e ned a n ii o oin1iel flsi\ %tLtC\\1i. elton c) dc.ai\1th the rapici in asinri of



terrestrial invitiie plants. L)NR has an wtcelLent Invasive Spccies Covr4inator, but. more resources are ncded to
address damaging iiivushc land plants. Perbaps most irnptwtainiy, Alaska DOT ncds to Mw an active røte in
preventing the spread of hivasive weeds and controlling iha many wa’ds along state Rights ciflVay, airpc’ins. snow
dumps and ravel pits.

Please don’t husitate to contact nit if! can rovldc any adititkrnal informatloa

Thank you,

‘urn Stallard
Invasive Fa Program Coordinator
Anchorage Park. Foundation•

(907) 34722 14

Keeping Weeth OUrqi the Picture
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Repsativ Paui Scaon, Co-Chair
Reptscmati Eric Ikige, (‘o Chair
.Hous. Resources Cornrniuee
L1’( * I

L:a 1aL Lg1s1a1JL

12() 4th s, SLai.e Cai)ikIL rLl1 3
Juneau, AK 998Ui1 182

RE: Support for 1111 365 Regarding Marine invasive Species

Dur CoC.hiiiirin Sati & Feige, and Coinruitt Meinburs,

Utiitc(i Fishertnn o A1aska UFA is tI.ie 1rjs sttc id ccrerci[ fshin trade
ass Liitrn r.1rLLP ug 7 LL1nmL1cid[ inin ii/iot put1Apdti ir U1 eiies
ihrcughout Iw staLe aid it Lfs11ore ftdcrI v wi . LF\ nienihr Ig b’n
concerned with the number of marine in.’aive sjxCis thai been identified in Alaska or
hve ti potential to h introduced here. 1 rapid. response capabilities aa’ riot eslablished in
advance, or if invasives atal their transporting vccwrs are not identifie1 uL er1y tuges, thv
C)SC potentially devastating effect on the state’s fishery nsources and the livelihoods of
fisImn fleets.

IJFA n’nd thL t:irnttL i’cr dra’in aten irn t’ thk iSSLk. t]rLu.h sprosi:i of .1—lB
3&5.. LLflJ L 1%LLJ sLJ):L tr. tflc 1atLU. firi u for ‘ . . at •. . o th:is c

and your support ofitB 355,
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