ALASKA COURT SYSTEM
State of Alaska
Office of the Administrative Director

820 West 4th Avenue

' Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2005

Doug Wooliver (907) 264-8265
Administrative Attomey FAX (907) 264-8291

March 25, 2010

The Honorable Bill Stoltze

Co-Chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Stoltze:

| spoke with Ben this morning about a scheduling conflict that | have this Friday. | need to
be in the House Finance Committee in case there are questions about the court system'’s
fiscal note on HB 52, which is Representative Kurttula's bill on post-trial juror counseling.
At the same time, | need to be in the House Judiciary Committee for testimony about and
amendments to HB 324, which is the governor's rewrite of the bail statutes. (Chris
Christensen, who might otherwise be able to fill in for me, also has a conflict as he must
be in the Senate Finance Committee during the time you will be hearing HB 52.)

Although | plan to be available to come to the House Finance Committee should there be
guestions on the court’s fiscal note, | thought there might be fewer questions if | better
explained the analysis behind the note.

As you probably know, HB 52 allows a judge to offer a juror up to 10 hours of
psychological counseling, without charge, in certain specified cases following
“extraordinarily graphic, gruesome, or emotional evidence or testimony.” In order to
assess the fiscal impact of this bill, | needed to estimate how often judges would be likely
to offer counseling and what kind of counseling they would be likely to offer.

As | do with almost all legislation that may impact the court system, | circulated HB 52
among our trial court judges for their estimates of impact. For this bill, | asked them how
often they see cases that meet the criteria set out in the bill. All of those who responded
said that they did not see them very often. None thought they saw as many as one a
year. Also, most noted that in those cases where the trial was particularly difficult, there
tended to be only one or two jurors who were really impacted.
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However, almost all judges remembered a few trials where some of the jurors were very
distraught and for whom the judges would have offered counseling had it been available.

Based on that information, and for purposes of this note, | estimated that 10 jurors a year
would receive 10 hours of individual counseling at an average cost of $150 an hour. But
individual counseling is not the only type of counseling available, and, in some cases,
may not be the most appropriate. Another option is group counseling.

A common type of counseling for groups who share a traumatic experience is called
Critical Incident Stress Debriefing. This is much cheaper than individual counseling and
involves a relatively brief session with the entire group that occurs immediately following
the traumatic event, in this case at the conclusion of deliberations. These sessions last an
hour or two and cost between $300 and $500 an hour. This group counseling might or
might not be followed up with individual counseling for those who need further support.

But whichever counseling option courts select for particular cases, our estimate is that we
will spend roughly $15,000 a year on juror counseling. And although this is necessarily an
estimate, | believe that it is a reasonable one based on judicial comments and the
counseling options available.

| hope that this is helpful. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

ministrative Attorney
Alaska Court System



