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January 7, 2010

To whom it may Concern:

Wrangell Youth court is an innovative alternate traditional justice system and is empowered by the
Alaska Statute 47.12.400 to make a positive difference in Alaskan communities.

Youth Court programs are rapidly advancing in goals of Restorative Justice, by developing programs
that are not only cost effective but promote youth accountability by involving youth in obligations of
taking an active role in their community. Youth are encouraged to connect in our community and in our
State, where youth partner together, encourage and share information that enable youth with critical
decisions making skills.

The purpose of the program is to decrease juvenile crime and the recidivism amongst juvenile
offenders as well as to involve students in implementing restorative justice. Youth Court members
learn valuable experiences in assuming the role and responsibility of a judge, prosecute or defend
first-time juvenile offenders in a court of their peers.

The Wrangell Youth Court program eases the caseload of the district and superior courts, juvenile
probation offices and schools district. We have found that this program is cost effective when you
compare to the cost of one incarceration of a juvenile offender. Cost can be greater than $40,000 for a
first time offense. If Wrangell Youth Court prevents one student from attending a youth detention
facility it has paid for the entire year of the Wrangell Youth Court program.

In the year of 2000 the community of Wrangell, Alaska had a high juvenile crime rate and an even
higher rate of minors consuming alcohol. In fact our community was 30% higher than another
community similar in size and location. Since Wrangell Youth Court was established in 2001 the crime
rate and rate of minors consuming alcohol has decreased greatly.

This program is a community base form of restorative justice that builds ties between youth, victims
and other members of the community, offering youth the option to learn from their mistakes. Youth
volunteers that participate, explore a variety of short and long term consequences of substance abuse,
including cost to the individual and the community and its relation to other types of crime.

The Wrangell Youth Court has been nothing less than a success and has provided our youth with the
opportunity to be involved and vision other career paths that they may had never seen. The training
provided in the areas of legal and court procedures have offered a better opportunity to understand
our Constitution and Bill of Rights and to actively give them a voice and feel valued, while at the same
time engaging and bringing about social change.

Wrangell Youth Court not only mentors peers, has developed a positive relationship with the
community, schools, business and other local communities.

Sinoerely:

. Dorthea Rooney
Wrangell Youth Court Coordinator




