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The bill requires a judge to order a person charged with drunk driving or refusal to submit to a breath test to 
impose, as a condition of pretrial release, that the person may not drive a vehicle without an ignition interlock 
device.  Further, as a condition of pretrial release, if the defendant’s vehicle was impounded at arrest, the 
vehicle may not be returned to the owner until such a device is installed on the vehicle. 

The bill also makes a second drunk driving or refusal within a 10 year period a class C felony.  It makes the 
mandatory terms of imprisonment, fines, and other terms that currently apply to the third conviction apply to 
the second conviction.

The bill will result in an increased number of felony cases being prosecuted by the Department of Law. 
Felony prosecutions are much more resource intensive than misdemeanor prosecutions. Because the 
penalties are so much higher, defendants are more likely to vigorously challenge the charge, and less likely 
to settle prior to trial. The Criminal Division anticipates it would need 2 new FTE attorney positions to handle 
these new felony cases, to both screen referrals and prosecute those that are accepted. 


