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Compulsory School Age


AS 14.30.010. When attendance compulsory.
(a) Every child between seven and 16 years of age shall attend school at the public school in the district in which the child resides during each school term. Every parent, guardian or other person having the responsibility for or control of a child between seven and 16 years of age shall maintain the child in attendance at a public school in the district in which the child resides during the entire school term, except as provided in (b) of this section.
According to information provided by the Education Commission of the States:
· 8 states and the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands have a minimum compulsory age of 5;

· 24 states and American Samoa have a minimum compulsory age of 6;

· 16 states have a minimum compulsory age of 7; and

· 2 states have a minimum compulsory age of 8.
According to information provided by the Education Commission of the States:
· 23 states and the Virgin Islands have a maximum compulsory age of 16;
· 8 states have a maximum compulsory age of 17; and

· 19 states and the District of Columbia, American Samoa, and Puerto Rico have a maximum compulsory age of 18.

Arizona, Vermont and Wyoming exempt children from compulsory attendance requirements upon completion of 10th grade.  Virginia, South Dakota, Nevada, Maryland and Connecticut allow the minimum compulsory age to be extended by at least one year if the parent(s) obtain a waiver from their assigned school.

Nearly half of all states allow children ranging from age 14-18 to be exempt from the compulsory attendance requirement if they meet one or more of the following stipulations:
· are employed

· have a physical or mental condition that makes the child’s attendance infeasible

· have passed the 8th grade level

· have their parents’ permission

· have the permission of the district court or the local school board

· meet the requirements for an exit interview 

· or have arranged alternate education such as a technical or vocational school.

According to the Alliance for Excellent Education: 
· The total lifetime health savings if all Alaskan students in the class of 2005–2006 graduated from high school would be $57,227,676. (2006)
· Using 2005 Census Bureau numbers, the potential additional household wealth if all heads of Alaskan households were high school graduates would be $92,200,500 . (2007)

· In Alaska the impact of a 5% increase in male high school graduation rates on crime reduction and earnings would be $18, 615,356. (2006)[image: image2.png]
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