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Re: CSSB 48 (JUD) House Judiciary Hearing Request

CSSB 48 (JUD) amends AS 44.62.310(d) by adding a new section to exempt municipal
boards, commissions, and other similar bodies from Alaska’s Open Meetings Act when
meeting solely to conduct administrative and managerial business. The legislation also
clarifies an abnormality in state statute regarding the definition of a “meeting.” Meeting
requirements for advisory bodies are currently more stringent than those for policy setting
bodies. CSSB 48 (JUD) places the same open meetings requirements on advisory bodies
as are on government agencies authorized to establish public policy.

AS 44.62.310-312 prevents municipal government bodies from conducting administrative
duties such as responding to unforeseen road conditions without first triggering the open
meetings act. Unless a public meeting is first scheduled and held, board members may
not discuss and act upon time sensitive issues. CSSB 48 (JUD) will grant service area
boards and commissions the necessary legal authority to more efficiently implement their
duties and responsibilities and respond quickly to unforeseen local events like heavy
snowfall or flooding.

CSSB 48 (JUD) also resolves an unintended consequence caused by the definition of
“meeting.” Under the current language, meeting requirements for advisory bodies are
more stringent than those for policy setting bodies. The committee substitute places the
same open meetings requirements on advisory bodies as are on government agencies
authorized to establish public policy.

I respectfully request you schedule CSSB 48 (JUD) for a House Judiciary Committee
hearing on Wednesday, April 15, 2009.
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