Dropout Rates in Alaska
Fact Sheet

The Dropout Rate is computed by dividing the number of dropouts in the current school year by the number of students enrolled in grades 7-12 on October 1 of the current school year. School year is defined as the12-month period beginning with July 1 and ending June 30.
A Dropout is defined as a student who was enrolled in the district at some time during the school year and whose enrollment terminated. This does not include an individual who:

• graduated from high school or completed a state or district approved education program, as evidenced by receipt of formal recognition from school authorities;

• transferred to another public school, private school or state or district approved education program;

• is temporarily absent due to suspension;

• is absent due to illness or medical condition;

• died.
The statewide Dropout Rate has decreased as well as the number of dropouts for three consecutive years:


School Year
Dropout Rate
Dropout Count (Grades 7-12)

2005

6.0%

3,791

2006

5.8%

3,642

2007

5.5%

3,434

2008

5.2%

3,232
The Alaska Native/American Indian Dropout Rate has not reflected the proportionate decrease over the same time period:

School Year
Dropout Rate
Dropout Count (Grades 7-12)

2005

8.2%

1,276

2006

8.4%

1,333

2007

8.3%

1,299

2008

8.5%

1,224
In 2007-2008 Alaska showed a wide range in difference with district by district comparisons of Dropout Rates.  Four districts reported 0 dropouts.  Two districts reported over 25% Dropout Rates.  Both districts with the highest rates, Delta/Greely School District and the Nenana City School District, had a large percentage of dropouts reported in the statewide correspondence schools.
