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Senator Bill Wielechowski 

Sponsor Statement: CS for SB 77
CS for SB 77 reauthorizes and makes permanent the legislature’s Joint Armed Services Committee, which sunset on January 1. The committee was established by the legislature in July 1999 for a 10-year period.  It is responsible for influencing federal decisions regarding realignment and closure of military bases in Alaska, increasing military training in Alaska and advocating for Alaskans serving in the Armed Forces.
Over the past ten years, the committee has had substantial success in carrying out its mission.  With new base realignment and closure discussions slated to begin within the next two years, the need for the committee continues to be critical. 
The committee is also in the middle of organizing a ceremony to honor Alaskans who, since statehood, have lost their lives in combat.  The ceremony will take place this coming May in Anchorage and will recognize the sacrifice made by more than 175 men and women.

Immediate passage of CS for SB 77 is necessary to reauthorize the committee and enable it to continue its important activities.
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