Dana Owen

From: Sen. Kim Elton

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2009 7:55 AM
To: Dana Owen

Subject: FW: SB57

————— Original Message-———-

From: sarah hopkins [mailto:hopkins sarah@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2009 5:07 PM

Subject: SB57

January 28, 2009
Dear Senators,

This letter is in regards to Senate Bill 57 which will have its first hearing in front of
the Senate Education Committee on Thursday January 29th. The bill addresses funding for
small (charter) schools.

I support this bill because it will benefit the Juneau Community Charter School. My son is
currently enrolled at JCCS. I believe that ALL students can be the most successful in
school when they are in an environment that best fits their educational and social needs.
This is the case for my son, and daughter, and as parents my husband and I try to find our
children’s best “fit” educationally. I hope to enroll by daughter as a 7th grader next
year at JCCS. If Bill 57 is passed, this may be more possible.

With the funds that Bill 57 would provide, JCCS could be more accessible (in texrms of
growth) and serve a greater number of Juneau families. A community is more enriched when
families have as many educational choices as possible for their children. Students are
more successful when they are in an environment where they feel safe and are motivated and
interested in their own education. No child is alike, and providing Juneau’s students with
a choice of educational environments addresses the educational needs of all our children.
Juneau Community Charter School plays a vital roll in the school district in meeting these
needs.

The Juneau Community Charter School APC members (made up of parent volunteers), other JCCS
families, and teachers, have put in many hours of research and work in coming up with a
plan of how JCCS can offer additional classrooms and serve a greater number of families.
Bill 57 will support these efforts. Please give your support for this bill. Thank-you for
your time.

Sincerely,
Sarah Hopkins
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Dana Owen

From: Sen. Kim Elton

Sent:  Thursday, January 29, 2009 7:55 AM

To: Dana Owen

Subject: FW: Please Support Charter School Legislation

From: Elise and Jay Boyer [mailto:ejez_2000@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2009 5:16 PM

To: Sen. Kim Elton

Subject: Please Support Charter School Legislation

Dear Chairman Elton:

I understand that you will be considering a bill this week to correct the funding inequities that hamper small
charter schools in Alaska. I heartily encourage you to pass this bill. My husband and I have been so happy with
our sons' charter school experiences, both in Homer (Fireweed Academy), and in Juneau, at the Juneau
Community Charter School. Although these schools are different in many ways, they are wonderful examples of
how the charter school law can enable our public school system to reach students in ways the traditional
programs may not. I have learned that "one size" does not fit all in education, and our children benefit from
choices in program. When those choices can be made available to all, regardless of income or test scores, then
our state is truly doing them a service.

Treating small programs as if they have the economies of scale of the largest schools in the state has always
been an unfortunate glich in the current law (although there are some who see it as a deterrent to the explosion
of small schools). The proposed bill will correct that problem, and enable our students to continue to share in the
promise of the charter school system. In fact, in our case in Juneau, it will enable us to achieve even more
diversity than we already enjoy, by making it possible to hire employees who can serve students with special
needs and to provide bus service to children who need it.

I know times are tough. I hope you will see that this bill is worth the investment.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Elise Nacht Boyer
780-2528

1/29/2009



Dana Owen

From: Sen. Kim Elton

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2009 7:45 AM
To: Dana Owen

Subject: FW: Support for SB 57

————— Original Message--—-—-

From: Hubert Angaiak [mailto:hangaiak@gci.net]

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2009 7:40 AM

To: Sen. Kim Elton; Sen. Bettye Davis; Sen. Charlie Huggins; Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. Gary
Stevens

Subject: Support for SB 57

Honorable Senators,

I would like to thank you for your continued support in providing the best education for
Alasks's children. I fully support SB 57 and I urge you to pass it.

Charter Schools provides a positive alternative in eduaction for our children. We are
always looking for solutions in providing whats best in education for our children and
Charter Schools are part of the solution.

Thank vyou.

kind regards,

Hubert Angaiak
Bethel, Alaska 99559
907-543-3074



