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Alvin R, Burch F/V DAWN & F/V DUSK
P.0. Box 848 Kodiak, Alaska I
Kodiak, AK 99615 ‘

907 486-3910 3
Alaska@ptialaska.net :

March 9, 2009

To: House Fisheres Committee f’
Re: House Joint Resolution 21 ;
!

Dear Committee Members;

Lhave lived in Alaska since Territorial days, 40 years of it here in Kadiak. I've fished Aluska
waters for more than 50 years. I've also been involved in fish politics and am tamiligr with the
process of fish management conducted by the Alaska Fish Board and the North Pacific Fisheries
Munagement Council {NPFMC). :
i
Bascd on that T am opposed to HJR 21 and urge you to stop progress of the measurc lin the
legislature, :

!
. i
T have two main reasons 1o oppose HIR 21, |

1y It pits one group of Alaska fishermen against another group of Alasky f ishermen.

!
2) It does that by injecting the legislature into the middle of fishery allocation igsues that are
best left o the NPFMC and the Fish Board, 7

i
The resolution seeks to stop the North Pacific Fishery Management Council®s (NPFMC)
consideration of a recency amendment package regarding the Pacific cod fishery in the Gulf of
Alaska.

The NPFMC's recency amendment package, is designed to protect those ﬁshcrmen; who have
historically fished Pacific cod, while establishing a cleur path for futurc cntrants intd the
fisheries. The package is a result of the long process of public testimony, scientific input and
many months of dcliberation. /

The package does nol take anything away from anyonc that has participated in the fixed gear
Pacific cod fishery. Yet it allows new entrants lo the fishery. The package is necessary because it
prevents people from taking a fishery away from those who have traditionally ﬁshei-thosc who
have made it possible to even have a successful cod fishery for the ncw-comers to ehter.

I thank you for taking my concerns into consideration. I trust that you will uphold t;c Integrity of

the resource management systems in place 10 ake politics out of decisions that arc Hest made by
biologists and fish managers at the Council and Fish Board level.

Sincerely,

Alvin R. Burch

Owner
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