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Senator Charlie Huggins




Senator Gene Therriault
R-Rural Mat-Su






R-North Pole, Valdez
ALASKA STATE SENATE

SPONSOR STATEMENT SENATE BILL 45
By the passage of this legislation, a new Veterans’ Cemetery would be created in Fairbanks to serve those members of the military wishing to be buried in this specially designated cemetery. The United States standards for creating veterans’ cemeteries suggests that designated cemeteries be established within 75 miles of any populated area to honor deceased military personnel. At this time, Fairbanks is home to a significant military population but does not have a designated Veterans’ Cemetery.
The Veterans’ Cemetery fund would be established as a sub account of the general fund to be used to support programs benefiting Alaska veterans. The fund would receive deposits through appropriation and by proceeds from the purchase of special veterans’ license plates. The balance of the fund could be used for the construction, operation and maintenance of a Veterans’ Cemetery.
Veterans’ employment preferences are currently established in AS 39.25.150 however they are somewhat difficult to understand. The existing statute is rewritten for clarification and does not change the preferences already established. The employment preferences as rewritten are similar to most other United States and do not breach collective bargaining agreements within the State of Alaska.

We urge your support in this legislation regarding honor and benefits for Alaska’s military veterans.

