February 4, 2013

Dear Governor Parnell,
 

Thank you very much for all of your support to the Alaska Shellfish Industry. The shellfish industry is growing every year, producing revenue, jobs and a healthy sustainable product that we are proud to call Alaska Grown!

The Alaska Shellfish Growers Association represents growers throughout coastal Alaska.  We strive to help protect our industry from proposed threats of pollution. 
We are writing to you today to oppose rollbacks on pollution limits for cruise ships.  In 2006, Alaskan voters rightly passed a statewide initiative requiring the cruise ships to meet end-of-pipe pollution standards in our sensitive coastal waters.  SB 29/HB 80 undermines the will of Alaskans, and erodes confidence in our democratic institutions.
 
If passed, SB 29/HB 80 would allow cruise ships to embrace the old, outdated notion that  the solution to pollution is dilution – through the use of mixing zones.  Mixing zones create sacrifice areas that violate the fishable and swimmable goals of the Clean Water Act.  Cruise ships are essentially floating cities, and their waste streams contain a broad array of pollutants and sewage that can harm our businesses.
 
Additionally, this legislation will put a black mark next to Alaska’s well-deserved reputation for clean water and sustainable fisheries.  We market our product throughout the nation because consumers understand the importance of clean water for healthy shellfish production.  The Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute touts the sustainability of our fisheries due to our strict controls on pollution.  Even a subtle change in perception could harm our industry, and the image of large cruise ships dumping sewage and other pollutants around our businesses will hurt our marketing and our sales.
 
SB 29/HB 80 are unnecessary; cruise ships can now legally discharge into permitted sewage treatment plant or in federal waters beyond the three mile limit.  We strongly oppose these bills for the reasons stated above; however, if these bills move ahead, we request the following amendments:
 
1.  Protect Important Habitat: The bills should be amended to protect aquaculture, mariculture, critical habitat area, and sensitive estuaries with the more restrictive 2006 provisions to ensure Alaska’s magnificent coastal resources remain protected. 
 
2.  Water Quality & Tissue Monitoring: The cruise ship industry should be required to pay for ambient monitoring and tissue sampling around shellfish farms.  Shellfish growers are required to collect water and tissue samples regularly to ensure their product is safe and the surrounding waters are certified clean.  The fees for certification are increasing dramatically and our members should not be forced to carry this fiscal burden alone. 

Governor Parnell, we appreciate your consideration of opposing HB 80 to protect our way of life as Alaska shellfish farmers. We are family run Alaska businesses striving to make a living in remote Alaska communities. In our increasingly polluted world, one of our main advantages as an Alaska Shellfish industry is producing a product grown in the pristine waters of Alaska, lets keep it that way.
Sincerely,

Weatherly Bates

Alaska Shellfish Growers Association, Vice President

Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers Association, Alaska Representative'

Alaska Shellfish Farms, Owner

PO Box 1401

Homer, Alaska 99603

AlaskaShell@gmail.com

907-299-2451

 

