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MARTIN B. MOORE TESTIMONY 

Before the Alaska House Finance Committee 


February 9, 2012 1:30 PM 

t 

Co-Chairs and members of the Alaska House Finance Committee, my mfme is 
Martin B. Moore. I appear before you today as the City Mana,er for the City of 
Emmonak. Emmonak is l~cated approximately 10 miles frolnlthe mouth of theiVukon 
River and is a regional hub for the lower Yukon with over 1,000 Tribal residen*. 

My service to the people of Emmonak and the lower·YUkon region bcgah. in 1963 
when t served as mayor for the City ofEmmonak. Since that time, I have scrv~d in a 
variety of organizations, including both Alaska Nativc regional and village eOl"porations, 
the Alaska House of Representatives, the Governor's office, the local school bciard, and 
mUltiple tribal organizations. With this background, J can personally testify to the critical 
importance of ensuring that Alaska's goods arc shipped in a reliable, efficient, and cost­
effective manner. 

I'm here to advocate for the expansion of the Emmonak Port and the network of 
state ports that will benefit from House Bill 286. Like many rural Alaska vilta$cs, 
Emmonak and its neighboring communities continue to struggle with the high ~rice of 
fuel and necessary goods. The recent high costs of energy ha'Ve been devastati~g. An 
Alaskans are familiar with the high costs ofshipping that drive prices well..beypnd what 
the average American expects to pay for basic goods. But in rural Alaska. the high price 
of fueJ. food, and basic nctessities is increasingly a matter ofphysical survival! Indeed, 
this wintorla long cold snaps and high heating fuel prices have strained many Yukon 
Delta households to the brink of disaster and served as a remillder of our vuln~ability. 

Expanding the Enunonak Port and the port Alaska network is critical to:reducing 
the costs of essential goods across Alaska and to help ease the difficulty of affording 
heating fuel and gasoline. Most of the goods Alaskans enjoy must come tbroJgh the 
Port ofAnchorage - vehicles, food, basic goods, and a multitude ofconsumer products. 
Between 80-90% of Alaskan goods travel through the Port of Anchorage. And in 
Emmonak. everything must be shipped - whether it be heating fuel) gasoline, ; 
snowmachines. fishing nets, or construction supplies. These supplies originatq from 
Anchorage, Fairbanks, or Seattle. Improved ports in Emmollak and Anchorage will help 
bring goods into Alaska more efficiently and cost-effectively,! ; 

i 

Although the Port of Anchorage and the U.S. Department of Maritime ! 
Administration recognized that the Port of Anchorage is deteriorating and nearing the end 
of its useful life over a d~cade agot the proposed expansion for the Pan has reeently come 
under heavy criticism for irs expense and expanse. But regardless oithe scope of the 
project, what is clear is that the Port of Anchorage must do s(mething to ensuie that it 
continues to be a functional, efficient. and effective port. Alaska depends on ~. 
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Similarly in Emmonak, an improved port facility offers a real opportunitY to bring 

fuel, necessary goods, and basic living supplies in at a lower cost. An improvc<i port 
could also facilitate the export Qf Yukon River salmon. and eventually. Jow-cost natural 
gas. Emmonak is a regional hub through its airport and the Yukon River, and a:modern 
port in Emmonak has the potential to serve as a major hub for western Alaska and 
beyond. This year in Nome we saw firsthand how a functiona~.port can providci fuel at an 
affordable rate. Unfortunately. most rural Alaskan communities do not have sirhilar 
opportunities unless the State places port development as a paramount priority. 1 

, 
An improved Emmonak Port could also facilitate a pos~ble LNG pipcude to 

Emmonak as part of the AOIA. The most critical issue in rurai Alaska is energf cost. 
For Emmonak and the lower-Yukon region. a solution to the erippling energy crisis 
would be an invaluable pursuit for genetations to come. The possibility of aLNG 
p;peline providing spur lines to remote communities is a true solution to the ~ 
unsustainable reliance on heating oil. It could also promote export ofLNG to Asian 
markets and the lower..48. We urge you to make: rural areas like Emmonakparl of the 
long-range plan now. . 

I ... 
v 

Emmonak has already invested 31500,000 obtaining design studies for th~ 
Emmonak Port because we truly believe that a modem port will help transform: 
Emmonak into a viable 3011 affordable community for future generations. Emnjonak is 
ready to develop its port and is working to obtain the necessary permits and f\.u¥ling. The 
City ofEmmonak requests that HB 286 be amended to increas; the sum design~ed for 
Emmonak from $10 million to $16 million in order to fully furid the City's existing 
design plans (engineering request enclosed). Emmonak has already obtained approval 
from the U.S. Army Corps to construct the port (USACE approval letter enclos~d) and it 
cannot afford delay, Building a LNG pipeline with a spur to Emmonak thl'ougli a modern 
port will spark development and opportunities that would otherwise be unattain~ble and 
unimaginable. 

In sum, ensuring that Alaskan goods are brought in an efficient and cost~effectjve 
manner is critical to the continued survival ofAlaska, Anchorage is the starting point, 
and Alaska's regional ports are the tributaries to the flow of affordable goods throughout 
Alaska.. Emmonak can serve as an economic connection beLween Anchorage tlnd 
Fairbanks ifthe port and LNG pipclim: are developed. But Alaska's ports and tesources 
must coordinate to work together. and developing these ports must become a Pl?ority., 

Thank you, I would' be happy to answer any questions ~ou may have. 

Enclosures: 	 217/2012 Ltr from Michael L. Foster & Assoc. to M. Moore 
1127/2012 ttr from USACE to M. Moore 
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SUI'VeYOI'A' • General. C()ntfllctilJg 

February 7, 2012 

Martin B. Moore 
City of:Emmonak 
P.O. Box 9 
EmmoMk, Alaska 99581 

Recommended Funding Request Increase: 
City ofEmmonak Port and Dock Facility , 
Emmo~Alaska : 
MLEA,f.tojectNo. EMMO-EMMQ.QOI-OOQI 

Dear Mr. Moore: 	 I 

Michael L, Foster and AssociAtes, Inc. has reviewed House Bill No. 286; illtroduced 011 JanlwY J7, 2012, 
and recommends that the Cily of Emmonak - Port lmprovements amount be increased fram $10,000.000 
to $16,000.000 so that tho barge landing ramp can be built at the time the sheet pile ccnbincr doek is 
built. As you know, the container dock must be built first so that river bank protection and ~ite conditions 
are stabilized. However, tho major amount of port ac:avity in &nmonak comes from ~o barges and 
landing craft. The barge landing will be most beneficial to the city for a much improved r~onu, stream 
over that ofthe container dock: Additionally, the.wlndow for CODstruction In Emmonak is;1imited, and a 
single projeet to include the ramp would tar away be lbe most eftlciODl w""-! to build the faci;lit)'. All meet 
pile anchor cells would be installed, thereby increasina stabilization in the port area and reducing tho risk 
of future damage to the planned barge landing area due to flooding or ice accumulation actiVity. 

:ro ,. ,. '" '" • 

Ifyou have any questions or need additlbnal information. please contact us. 

Sincerely. 
J 

MICHAEL L FOSTER & ASSOClATES, INC. 

~~ 
Gordon Sevcrsen, P.E. 

v".A530ciat~ Engineer 

1.:0: 	 Stephen Sebwicht, DOWL HKM 
John Walsh 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. Aftt.AY eMGINEI!R DIS~, ALASKA 

.. REGULATORY DlVISIOt+ 
P.O. BOX.8M 

JBER, ALASKA 81501-11898 I. 
y 

JAN 27 2B12 
Regulatory Division 
POA-2011-104 

Honorable Martin S. MQQ~e 
Mayo~ 0: the C1ty of Zmmonak 
~ose otf1ce BOX 9 
Emmonak, Alaska 99581 

Dear Mayor Moore: 

enclosed are two copies of Department of the Army permit POA-201~-104, 
Kwi~k e.S$, wh~ch w~ll autho~ize const~uctlon of.the [new Emmonak P~ 
an~ DoQk Facility. ~he frojeot sit. i~ in Emmonak, ~l~.ka, w~th1n S~iQO 17, 
T. 31 N" R.Sl W., s.w.t~ MQ:id1_n; at Latitude 62.1748° N., Lon91~ude ­
16~ • 5153 0 N' I atICi' which ean be Ioea.ted on USGS Quitd MiJi' l(wiguk D-6. 1 

, 
The Alaax. Depa~tmene of EnvirONMental COn3crvation ha~ waived the Water 

Quality Certification pursuant to Sect1on'401 of tho Clean Water Ac~ for your
project. .. . 

Additionally, we have enclo.ed G No~ific&~ion or Adminiatrative ~peal 
Opt1ona and ~~oces8 and Requ.&~ for APP••1 torm re9a.G1ng :h1G ~epart.en~ of 
the Anny Permit (see.' sect:ion labeled. "Proffered. Permit") • 

; 
: 
; 

If 10U aceept the eonclltions of the en<:lOled pe~mi't, plea,58 sign, 
t 

and date 
both copies and. r.t~~n them to ~s. The permit will not be valid unt~l we have 
retUrned a f1nali~ed copy to you. This 1a not an authorizAtion to cQmmence

• • 't,
conat.rUC1:.ion. 

Nothing ~n ~his letter shall be conotrued O~ e~eu$inq you £rom.~mplianc. 
with other F8de~.lt State, or local statutea, oEdinan~e~1 or.~e9Ul~d1ons 
wh1ch may affect thia work. I 

~leas. con~act me ~ta email atmary.f.leYkOmeU&ace.a~y.m11. by ma1l at 
the addre~s above, by phone ai (907) 753-2111, or toll free from within 
Alaaka at (800) 47S-Z112, if you have qu~ations. 

Sincerely, 

~y~~ . 
Project M$.nager 

www.po4.usac&.azmy.m11Ireg 

www.po4.usac&.azmy.m11Ireg
http:F8de~.lt
http:epart.en
http:enclo.ed

