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April 9, 2013 
SB 21 Public Hearing

House Finance Committee

Testimony of Michelle Anderson, President

Good afternoon Co-Chairs Stoltze, Austerman and members of the House Finance Committee. My name is Michelle Anderson, President Ahtna, Incorporated. 

Ahtna, Incorporated is one of thirteen Alaska Native Regional Corporations with land holdings within the Copper River Valley and Denali Borough. Our headquarters is in Glennallen, Alaska. 

55-miles of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS) cross Ahtna land. For the previous 40-years Ahtna has provided pipeline maintenance, construction and spill response along the TAPS and storage facility in Valdez.

Ahtna encourages the legislature to remain focused on the ultimate goal of this legislation, increased production from both legacy and new oil fields by lowering the base tax rate from 35% to 33% and extending the small producer credit to 2022. 

Currently 56% of Alaskans support oil production tax reform. Senate Bill 21 is not just about helping industry. It’s about helping all Alaskans so we have a more prosperous future for the next generation by making Alaska more attractive for private sector investment. 

Experts agree that if we maintain the current oil production tax status quo, we are guaranteed continued TAPS throughput declines in the 7% per year range indefinitely.  

Ahtna strongly supports revising the New Frontier Basin tax credits by extending the exploration term and eliminating the 3-mile limit, making it comparable to the Cook Inlet Basin. This would incentivize new oil and gas exploration and production in Alaska’s undeveloped regions and ultimately lower energy costs for many Alaskans. 
Ahtna, like all of Alaska’s Native Corporations, is dedicated to creating & sustaining local economic development that provides jobs for Alaskans, responsibly develops our natural resources, and makes it more affordable for families to remain in their home communities & regions. Exploration incentives such as the New Frontier Basin Tax Credits provide critical inducements to companies such as Ahtna to invest in natural resource exploration and development.  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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