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The kgislation to promote mariculture through a State loan program is rully supported by 
OceansAlaska. Occ:unsAlaska supports mariculture to create an ec.onomically v'iabk. en\"iwnmcntall: 
feasible \\ 11) to provide jobs to coastal comn1unlties throughout Alaska. Occan~AlaskL.t i:-. Jl'\ ~:lt)ping a 
1\1ariculturc Res~arch. Development and Training Facility that will provide a geoduck nurser), 
education and training. applied research and technology development to benefit new anJ t:>xistin~ 
cntrl..' prcncufs in the industry. This hill will work in conjunction with our efforts at getting I1)or\;: 
C'ntrants inlo lh~ industry' and expanding ~xisling farmers' operations. The success or this loan pr(.)gram 
and OCL'ansAlaska can c\:pand mariculture industry throughollt Alaska, 

The kind nfkrms rro\ ide the farmer with the ability of getting the fanning operation going and build 
sales rc\ ('I)UCS ncf()f(: interest begins accruing and have Lo be made. The loan program in the bill is 
crafted in a manner that will allow for increased profitability and financial viability of indi\ idual farms, 
Success oj" (he maricuiture industry in coastal Alaska will not only benetit the indi\ idllal l~trT1k'[:-'. hut 
at~() the muny busi nesses that it \\·ill sustain~ and help rev~rsc the trend of population ll~ss in cO~I~lal 
C( 1m lll11ni ties. 

Alaska has the potential to develop a major shellfish aquaculture industry that provides the ."l:'aJ"{)nd 
market \\:ith safc. premium quality. and sustainable farmed oysters, geodu<.:ks and other rroduch. 
OceansA1aska has worked with the mariculturc industry in producing strategic planning fl)r Alaska, ~lIld 
nne pf the highlighted barriers to entry is lack of capi1al for Inariculture activities, l"his bi II hdp~ 
iJJJr~ss this isslle of financing for mariculture farms, and OecansAlaska enthus iastically ~upp()rts till' 
!\.··1(lriculturc Ll)[ln program. 

Sincerely. 

(iencral lV1c nager 
( kean:Alask 
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