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SPONSOR STATEMENT

Committee Substitute for House Bill 183 (FIN) am
Application of the Village Safe Water Act

Committee Substitute for House Bill 183 (FIN) am, Application of the Village
Safe Water Act, amends the eligibility definition of “village” under the
Village Safe Water Act. Currently an unincorporated community, a
second-class city, or a first class city with not more than 600 residents is
eligible to receive a grant under the VSW Program.

The proposed legislation includes the following changes:

1. Raises the maximum number of residents eligible for funding in a
village or first-class city from 600 to 1,000. This change allows eight
municipalities that are facing clean water and sanitation issues to
receive a VSW grant despite population growth.

2. Adds home rule municipalities with populations less than 1,000
residents. Under this definition, the City of Nenana and the City and
Borough of Yakutat are eligible to apply for VSW funding,.

3. Includes communities represented by a council organized under the
Indian Reorganization Act, a tribal village council, or an incorporated
nonprofit entity eligible to ‘receive a revenue sharing payment. This
change ensures that each community that receives a VSW grant has a
governing body that can operate and maintain a VSW facility.

Four years ago the City of Nenana was awarded a VSW grant to upgrade
an aging water and sewer system. Unfortunately, right before construction
was to begin, city officials learned that Nenana was not eligible because the
city organized as a Home Rule City. CSHB 183 (FIN) am allows the city to
proceed with the needed improvements to its water and sewer system.

Thank you for your support.
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