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Thank you, Madame/Mr. Chair, members of the committee, my name is Alyson Currey. I am the Legislative Liaison for Planned Parenthood Votes in Alaska and am here today in opposition to Senate Bill 193.
Planned Parenthood is the nation’s leading provider of sexual and reproductive health care. In Alaska, over a quarter of our patients are Medicaid beneficiaries and over 80% are women. We are strongly committed to ensuring everybody has access to the health care they need, regardless of their income.
The enrollment restrictions in SB 193 would decrease access to health care in our state, and they would have a disproportionate impact on women. Medicaid covers 1 in 5 women of reproductive age, and Medicaid is the source of coverage for nearly half of women giving birth. Many women face barriers to work like transportation, housing, and education. In rural Alaska, these work requirements would essentially prevent many women from accessing the basic, preventive health care they need.
Cutting women off from preventive care such as contraception is not only bad for women’s health: it is also bad for our state budget. The state saves seven dollars for every one dollar it invests in family planning because it is simply cheaper to invest in contraceptive coverage than to pay for costs associated with unintended pregnancies. Instead of investing in the health and wellbeing of Alaskan women, this bill would kick many women off of Medicaid who are trying to avoid pregnancy, but then require the state to cover their unintended pregnancies after they lose access to publicly funded family planning. 
Research has also shown that work requirements don’t actually decrease poverty, and in some cases can even push families even deeper into poverty. This bill would cut Alaskans off from the care they depend on without improving their economic stability, and the numerous fiscal notes make it clear that it would do so at significant cost to the state. In short, if this bill were to pass our state would spend more money to provide less access to health care. 
We urge you to oppose this legislation and instead invest in proven and cost-effective strategies to improve women’s health and economic security, like reducing barriers to birth control.
Thank you. 
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