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[1978] 

Ninety-Fifth Congress of the United States of America 

At the second session 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Thursday, the nineteenth day of January, one 

thousand nine hundred and seventy-eight 

Joint Resolution 

To authorize and request the President to issue a proclamation designating April 18, 1978, 

as "Education Day, U.S.A.". 

Whereas the Congress recognizes a need for the Nation to set aside on the calendar a day 

devoted to the importance of education to the lives of its citizens and to the general well-

being of the Nation; and 

Whereas the Lubavitch Movement, which conducts educational activities at more than 

sixty centers in twenty-eight States as well as around the world, is especially committed to 

the advancement of education and has proposed the establishment of an "Education Day, 

U.S.A."; and 

Whereas world Jewry marked in 1977 the seventy-fifth birthday of the revered and 

renowned Jewish leader, the head of the worldwide Lubavitch Movement., Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel Schneerson, who proclaimed on that occasion a "Year of Education"; 

and 

Whereas the seventy-sixth birthday of this celebrated spiritual leader will occur on April 

19, 1978, thus concluding the year of Lubavitch Movement activities dedicated to the "Year 

of Education" and the Lubavitcher Rebbe's milestone birthday: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, That the President is authorized and requested to issue a 

proclamation designating April 18, 1978, as "Education Day, U.S.A.". 

Thomas Phillip O'Neill 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Walter F. Mondale 

Vice President of the United States and President of the Senate. 

APPROVED April 17, 1978 

Jimmy Carter 
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Education Day, U.S.A., 1978 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

On April 13 of this year the Congress of the United States concluded its deliberations on a 

joint resolution which recognized the need for this Nation to set aside a special day devoted 

to recognizing the importance of education in the lives of our citizens. To emphasize its 

commitment, the Congress has authorized and requested to issue a proclamation 

designating April 18, 1978, as Education Day, U.S.A., and calling for its appropriate 

observance. I am honored to join with the House of Representatives and the Senate in 

recognizing this need and privileged to comply with their request. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of America, do 

hereby proclaim Tuesday, April 18, 1978, as Education Day U.S.A. and I ask all Americans 

to observe that day in such manner as reflects their commitment to education and their 

recognition of its importance to the welfare of this Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day of April, in the 

year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-eight, and of the Independence of the United 

States of America the two hundred and second. 

Jimmy Carter 

 

[1982] 

National Day of Reflection 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Amid the distractions and concerns of our daily existence, it is appropriate that 

Americans pause to reflect upon the ancient ethical principles and moral values which are 

the foundation of our character as a nation. 

We seek, and steadfastly pursue, the benefits of education. But education must be more 

than factual enlightenment-it must enrich the character as well as the mind. 

One shining example for people of all faiths of what education ought to be is that 

provided by the Lubavitch movement, headed by Rabbi Menachem Schneerson, a 

worldwide spiritual leader who will celebrate his 80th birthday on April 4, 1982. The 

Lubavitcher Rebbe's work stands as a reminder that knowledge is an unworthy goal 

unless it is accompanied by moral and spiritual wisdom and understanding. He has 
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provided a vivid example of the eternal validity of the Seven Noahide Laws, a moral code 

for all of us regardless of religious faith. May he go from strength to strength. 

In recognition of the Lubavitcher Rebbe's 80th birthday, the Senate and the House of 

Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled have issued House Joint 

Resolution 447 to set aside April 4, 1982, as a "National Day of Reflection." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of America, do 

hereby proclaim April 4, 1982, as National Day of Reflection. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 3rd day of April, in the year of 

our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the Independence of the United States 

of America the two hundred and sixth. 

Ronald Reagan 

 

[1983] 

National Scroll of Honor 

Presented by the president and the Congress of rite United States of America in tribute to 

the vision and spiritual world leadership provided by the Lubavitcher Rebbe Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel Schneerson 

on the occasion of his reaching the Eightieth Year 

Whereas, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, has reached the 

eightieth year of his life which is devoted to the service of world Jewry and humanity in 

general; and 

Whereas, his venerated vision, wisdom and leadership have contributed greatly to the 

promotion of education and the betterment of mankind ; and 

Whereas, the President and both houses of Congress of the United States of America have 

accordingly recognized his accomplishments by proclaiming "Education day- U.S.A." and 

"National Day of Reflection" on his birthday; and 

Whereas, the Lubavitcher movement, through its scores of educational centers in this 

country and abroad, dedicates itself to preserve, protect and foster universal values that all 

free men hold dear; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, on the occasion of his birthday, March 25, 1983 corresponding to the 11th of 

Nissan 5743, we the undersigned do present the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem 

Mendel Schneerson the Natioual Scroll of Honor recognizing his brilliant achievements 
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and wishing him health, long life and many more years of leadership to crown his 

celebrated career: 

Ronald Reagan 

The President of the United States 

 

[1984] 

Education Day, U.S.A., 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Throughout our history, Americans have recognized that education is vital to our Nation's 

future. Our educational system has always done far more than simply train people for a 

given job or profession; it has equipped generation upon generation of young men and 

women for lives of responsible citizenship, by helping to teach them the basic ethical values 

and principles that are both our heritage as a free people and the foundation of civilized 

life. 

As the beneficiaries of that heritage, we bear a corresponding responsibility to ensure that 

the moral values on which freedom rests continue to be transmitted to each successive 

generation of Americans. If our educational efforts are rooted in first principles—that 

human life is sacred; that men and women should be treated as individuals, with certain 

fundamental rights and responsibilities; that respect for law is crucial to the survival of 

freedom—then our children and our children's children will share, as we have, in the 

blessings of liberty. 

The Lubavitch movement, headed by Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, has provided 

people of all faiths a shining example of the true value of education. The Lubavitcher 

Rebbe's work is a living reminder that knowledge is worthy only when accompanied by 

moral and spiritual wisdom and understanding. In fostering and promoting a tradition of 

ethical values that can trace its roots to the Seven Noahide Laws, which have often been 

cited as universal norms of ethical conduct and a guarantee of fundamental human rights, 

the Lubavitch movement and its greatly respected leader have shown Americans of every 

faith that true education involves not simply what one knows, but how one lives. 

In recognition of Rabbi Schneerson's contributions and in honor of his 82nd birthday on 

the 11th day of the Jewish month Nisan, which falls this year on April 13, the Congress, by 

House Joint Resolution 520, has designated April 13, 1984, as "Education Day, U.S.A.," and 

has authorized and requested the President to issue an appropriate proclamation. 
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Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America, do hereby 

proclaim April 13, 1984, as Education Day, U.S.A., and I call upon the people of the United 

States, and in particular our teachers and other educational leaders, to observe that day 

with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this 13th day of April, in the year of our 

Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four and of the Independence of the United States of 

America the two hundred and eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

 

[1985] 

Education Day, U.S.A., 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

In order to achieve its highest goals, education must be more than just a training in facts 

and figures, or even in basic skills, as important as they are. It must also include instruction 

in the deepest ethical values of our civilization. 

Very few Americans have done more to promote these ethical values as the basis of 

civilization than Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the leader of the worldwide 

Lubavitch movement. The word "Lubavitch" comes from the name of a Russian city and 

means city of love. That is very appropriate because, of all the ethical values which inform 

our civilization, none is more important than love-love of wisdom, love of our fellowman, 

and love of our Creator. 

These are the values which Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson exemplifies. And they are 

the values, with their roots in the Seven Noahide Laws, which have guided the Lubavitch 

movement throughout its history. They are the essence of education at its best, and we 

should be certain that we pass on this precious heritage to all young Americans. 

In recognition of Rabbi Schneerson's contributions and in honor of his 83rd birthday, which 

falls this year on April 2, the Congress, by House joint Resolution 186, has designated April 

2, 1985, as "Education Day, U.S.A." and authorized and requested the President to issue an 

appropriate proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States, of America, do 

hereby proclaim Tuesday, April 2,1985, as Education Day, U.S.A., and I call upon the people 

of the United States, and in particular our teachers and other educational leaders, to 

observe that day with 'appropriate ceremonies and activities. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 4th day of April, in the year of 

our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of the Independence of the United States 

of America the two hundred and ninth. . 

RONALD REAGAN 

 

[1986] 

Education Day, U.S.A., 1986 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

From earliest colonial days, Americans have always known that education is the golden key 

that opens the door to achievement and progress. This Administration has placed renewed 

emphasis on excellence in education, and already the results are encouraging. By setting 

high standards we challenge the young to stretch their mental muscles and strive to achieve 

the best that is in them. Such an education succeeds because it makes learning an 

adventure. 

Education is like a diamond with many facets: it includes the basic mastery of numbers and 

letters that give us access to the treasury of human knowledge, accumulated and refined 

through the ages; it includes technical and vocational training as well as instruction in 

science, higher mathematics, and humane letters. But no true education can leave out the 

moral and spiritual dimensions of human life and human striving. Only education that 

addresses this dimension can lead to that blend of compassion, humility, and 

understanding that is summed up in one word: wisdom. 

"Happy the man," Scripture tells us, "who finds wisdom. ... Her ways are ways of 

pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who come to possess 

her." 

The Congress has sought to call attention to these durable values by adopting resolutions 

that pay tribute to the example of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, a man who has 

dedicated his life to the search for wisdom and to guiding others along its pathways. He 

exemplifies the rich tradition of the Seven Noahide Laws, which have been the lodestar of 

the Lubavitch movement from its inception. 

In recognition of Rabbi Schneerson's noble achievements and in celebration of his 84th 

birthday, the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 582, has designated April 20 as 

"Education Day, U.S.A." and authorized and requested the President to issue an appropriate 

proclamation in observance of this event. 
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Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America, do hereby 

proclaim Sunday, April 20, 1986, as Education Day, U.S.A., and I call upon the people of the 

United States, and in particular our teachers and other educational leaders, to observe that 

day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day of April, in the year 

of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of the Independence of the United States 

of America the two hundred and tenth. 

Ronald Reagan 

 

[1987] 

Education Day, U.S.A., 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Parents and educators recognize a sacred trust to help children learn about the world in 

which we live, about all that has gone before, and about all that can be. This trust includes 

teaching our children about the whole of civilization and humanity's quest for truth, so 

that they will learn the great lesson that wisdom, love, decency, moral courage, and 

compassion, as well as technical knowledge and sharpened skills, must be part of everyone's 

education and everyone's lifework. 

American history teaches this lesson well, and American culture, both its weaknesses and 

its strengths, testifies to its importance. But this lesson needs continual reinforcement. 

Because education is vital to our children and to the future of all Americans, we do well to 

call attention to the unflagging efforts of the many people who stress excellence and 

completeness in education. One of them is the leader of the worldwide Lubavitch 

movement of Hasidic Judaism, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, whose 85th birthday 

falls on April 10. The Lubavitch movement has fostered teaching of the ethical values that 

make civilization possible and that enrich life for everyone. We can be most grateful for all 

who seek to endow our children with the precious heritage that others have built and 

preserved for us. 

In recognition of Rabbi Schneerson's achievements and in celebration of his 85th birthday, 

the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 200, has designated April 10, 1987, as "Education 

Day, U.S.A." and authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in 

observance of this event. 
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Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America, do hereby 

proclaim Friday, April 10, 1987, as Education Day, U.S.A., and call upon the people of the 

United States, and in particular our teachers and other educational leaders, to observe that 

day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof I have hereunto set my hand this 9th day of April, in the year of our 

Lord nineteen hundred and eightyseven, and of the Independence of the United States of 

America the two hundred and eleventh. 

RONALD REAGAN 

 

[1988] 

Education Day, U.S.A., 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Education that emphasizes the ethical values and principles upon which America was 

founded, and upon which all civilization rests, remains as vital to our country today as ever 

in our past. History, reason, experience, and the desires of the human heart teach us that 

individuals and nations alike need, in addition to technical knowledge and skills, all the 

wisdom, guidance, and inspiration that ethical values provide. We ourselves possess these 

treasures only because our ancestors cherished and preserved them through the ages; we 

are duty bound to pass them along to our children, who need them and seek them just as 

much as we and members of every generation have needed them and sought them. 

These truths are known and practiced now by more and more citizens and educators. One 

group that exemplifies this is Hasidic Judaism's worldwide Lubavitch movement, led by 

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson. It is fitting that we salute his lasting achievements 

in education, as well as those of his late wife, the Rebbetzin Chaya Moussia Schneerson; of 

their many colleagues; and of everyone who fosters education that incorporates our prized 

heritage of ethical values. 

In recognition of Rabbi Schneerson's dedication to our educational system, and in 

celebration of his 86th birthday, the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 470, has 

designated March 29, 1988, as "Education Day, U.S.A." and authorized and requested the 

President to issue a proclamation in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America, do hereby 

proclaim March 29, 1988, as Education Day, U.S.A., and call upon the people of the United 
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States, and in particular our teachers and other educational leaders, to observe that day 

with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth day of March, in the 

year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, and of the Independence of the United 

States of America the two hundred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

 

[1989-1990] 

Education Day, U.S.A., 1989 and 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Ethical values are the foundation for civilized society. A society that fails to recognize or 

adhere to them cannot endure. 

The principles of moral and ethical conduct that have formed the basis for all civilizations 

come to us, in part, from the centuries-old Seven Noahide Laws. The Noahide Laws are 

actually seven commandments given to man by God, as recorded in the Old Testament. 

These commandments include prohibitions against murder, robbery, adultery, blasphemy, 

and greed, as well as the positive order to establish courts of justice. 

Through the leadership of Rabbi Menachem Schneerson and the worldwide Lubavitch 

movement, the Noahide Law -- and standards of conduct duly derived from them -- have 

been promulgated around the globe. 

It is fitting that we honor Rabbi Schneerson and acknowledge his important contributions 

to society. Our great Nation takes just pride in its dedication to the principles of justice, 

equality, and truth. Americans also understand that we have a responsibility to inspire the 

same dedication in future generations. We owe a tremendous debt to Rabbi Schneerson 

and to all those who promote education that embraces moral and ethical values and 

emphasizes their importance. 

In recognition of Rabbi Schneerson's vital efforts, and in celebration of his 87th birthday, 

the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 173, has designated April 16, 1989, and April 6, 

1990, as "Education Day, U.S.A." and has authorized and requested the President to issue 

an appropriate proclamation in observance of these days. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, President of the United States of America, do hereby 

proclaim April 16, 1989, and April 6, 1990, as Education Day, U.S.A. I invite Governors from 
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every State and Territory, community leaders, teachers, and all Americans to observe these 

days through appropriate events and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day of April, in the year 

of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-nine, and of the Independence of the United 

States of America the two hundred and thirteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

 

[1991] 

One Hundred Second Congress of the United States of America 

AT THE FIRST SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Thursday, the third day of January, one 

thousand nine hundred and ninety-one 

Joint Resolution 

To designate March 26, 1991, as `Education Day, U.S.A.'. 

Whereas Congress recognizes the historical tradition of ethical values and principles which 

are the basis of civilized society and upon which our great Nation was founded; 

Whereas these ethical values and principles have been the bedrock of society from the 

dawn of civilization, when they were known as the Seven Noahide Laws; 

Whereas without these ethical values and principles the edifice of civilization stands in 

serious peril of returning to chaos; 

Whereas society is profoundly concerned with the recent weakening of these principles 

that has resulted in crises that beleaguer and threaten the fabric of civilized society; 

Whereas the justified preoccupation with these crises must not let the citizens of this 

Nation lose sight of their responsibility to transmit these historical ethical values from our 

distinguished past to the generations of the future; 

Whereas the Lubavitch movement has fostered and promoted these ethical values and 

principles throughout the world; 

Whereas Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, leader of the Lubavitch movement, is 

universally respected and revered and his eighty-ninth birthday falls on March 26, 1991; 

Whereas in tribute to this great spiritual leader, `the rebbe', this, his ninetieth year will be 

seen as one of `education and giving', the year in which we turn to education and charity 
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to return the world to the moral and ethical values contained in the Seven Noahide Laws; 

and 

Whereas this will be reflected in an international scroll of honor signed by the President of 

the United States and other heads of state: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, That March 26, 1991, the start of the ninetieth year of Rabbi 

Menachem Schneerson, leader of the worldwide Lubavitch movement, is designated as 

`Education Day, U.S.A.'. The President is requested to issue a proclamation calling upon 

the people of the United States to observe such day with appropriate ceremonies and 

activities. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 

President of the Senate. 

 

Education Day, U.S.A., 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Today our Nation is engaged in a campaign that must not and, I believe, will not fail -- a 

concerted, State-by-State effort to revitalize our schools and to reach our six National 

Education Goals by the year 2000. These goals include: ensuring that every child starts 

school ready to learn; raising the graduation rate to at least 90 percent; ensuring that 

American students are competent in five critical subjects with their progress assessed in 

grades 4, 8, and 12; ranking first in the world in science and mathematics achievement; 

ensuring that every American adult is literate and possesses the knowledge and skills -- 

including the technical skills -- necessary to compete in the global economy; and making 

all our schools safe, disciplined, and drug free. 

Achieving these goals is essential if our children are to acquire the knowledge and skills 

needed to enjoy rich, full lives and to become productive, successful participants in our 

society. However, if the application of one's knowledge and skills is to be truly fruitful and 

rewarding, it cannot be divorced from high moral purpose. In the hands of those who lack 

fundamental moral direction, these powerful tools can readily become useless -- or even 

destructive. Therefore, we must continue to recognize the importance of moral instruction 

as we seek excellence in American education. 



12 
 

Public as well as private institutions of learning have both an obligation and a proper 

interest in advancing principles of ethical conduct and moral virtue. Teachers who 

demonstrate, by word and example, the importance of such qualities as truthfulness, fair 

play, tolerance, and respect for human life are among the best role models a child can have. 

However, moral education begins at home, in the guidance parents provide for their 

children, and in religious institutions, where we learn of God's law and God's love. The 

worldwide Lubavitch movement, under the leadership of Rabbi Menachem Schneerson, 

has underscored the importance of moral education, as well as the primary role of parents 

and religious institutions in promoting high standards of personal character and conduct 

in our society. 

By equipping our children with the light of moral instruction and the strong staff of 

traditional family values, we help to guarantee them safe passage on their life's journey. As 

Scripture says, "Train up a child in the way he should go, and, when he is old, he will not 

depart from it." 

Moral education is vital, not only to the personal well-being of our children, but also to the 

preservation of civil order and justice. Our Nation's Judeo-Christian heritage, affirmed in 

its founding documents and in the traditional values that remain the heart of America, goes 

hand in hand with the success of this great yet precious experiment in self-government. 

Thus, moral education in keeping with that heritage is one of the most important and 

enduring investments we can make in the future of our children and the Nation. As Daniel 

Webster once noted: 

If we work upon marble, it will perish; if on brass, time will efface it; if we rear temples, 

they will crumble into dust; but if we work upon immortal minds, and imbue them with 

principles, with the just fear of God and love of our fellow men, we engrave on those tablets 

something that will brighten to all eternity. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 104, has designated March 26, 1991, as "Education 

Day, U.S.A." and has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in 

observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, President of the United States of America, do hereby 

proclaim March 26, 1991, as Education Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to observe this 

day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of March, in the year 

of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, and of the Independence of the Untied 

States of America the two hundred and fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 
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[1992] 

Proclamation 6421—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 1992 

April 14, 1992 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The American work force of tomorrow will face unprecedented challenges and 

opportunities in our increasingly interdependent, technological world. How well our 

students are prepared to meet them will determine not only their ability to succeed as 

individuals but also the economic competitiveness of our entire Nation. Indeed, our future 

standard of living will depend heavily on the standards that we set in education today. That 

is why we are pressing ahead with AMERICA 2000, our comprehensive strategy to achieve 

excellence in our schools. 

While AMERICA 2000 constitutes a vital investment in the future of the United States, we 

know that a nation's quality of life depends on much more than worker productivity and 

economic competitiveness alone. It also depends on the standards of character and conduct 

that are upheld and cherished by society, since these, in turn, determine the degree of 

freedom, opportunity, and security enjoyed by each member. Thus, as we focus on 

excellence in American education, we must also recognize the importance of moral 

instruction. 

As the parent of private virtue and civil order, moral education is vital to the healthy 

development of our children and to the continued strength and well-being of our Nation. 

When he took office, President Dwight Eisenhower urged Americans to "proclaim anew" 

the faith on which the United States is founded. "It is our faith in the deathless dignity of 

man, governed by eternal moral and natural laws." This challenging yet ennobling view of 

humankind stands at th heart of America's commitment to freedom, equality, and justice. 

As President Eisenhower noted, it defines our full view of life. We cannot, therefore, 

overestimate the importance of education that fosters ethical and moral values in keeping 

with what our Founders called the "laws of Nature and of Nature's God." Moral education 

is the means by which we preserve the very foundation of this Nation's great yet precious 

experiment in self-government. 

Public as well as private institutions of learning have both an obligation and a proper 

interest in advancing principles of ethical conduct and moral virtue. In recent years, we 

have seen how some "value-neutral" curricula have exploited America's long-cherished 

commitment to diversity and tolerance by avoiding the teaching of values. By contrast, 

teachers who affirm the absolute reality of truth and the timeless, universal value of 
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qualities such as honesty, compassion, and personal accountability help their students to 

develop a sound inner compass. 

Although school has a role to play in providing direction to our youth, moral education 

begins at home, in the guidance that parents provide for their children, and in religious 

institutions, where we learn of our just and loving Creator and of the commandments that 

He has set before us. Recognizing that "fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom," 

members of the worldwide Lubavitch movement, under the leadership of Rabbi Menachem 

Mendel Schneerson, have worked to promote greater knowledge of Divine law, including 

the Biblical injunction to assist those who are needy. Like the Psalmist who wrote, "Thy 

word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path," the individual who possesses such 

knowledge is well-equipped for a safe and fruitful passage on his or her life's journey. 

In recognition of the Lubavitch movement and in honor of the 90th birthday of its leader, 

Rabbi Schneerson, the Congress, by House Joint resolution 410, has designated April 14, 

1992, as "Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A." and has requested the President to issue a 

proclamation in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, President of the United States of America, do hereby 

proclaim April 14, 1992, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I invite all Americans to 

observe this day with appropriate programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day of April, in the year 

of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-two, and the Independence of the United States 

of America the two hundred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

 

[1993] 

Proclamation 6540—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 1993 

April 2, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

As America approaches a new century, we face hard truths and must take strong steps. As 

a Nation, we must provide hope for all Americans and opportunity for them to compete 

and to succeed. A sound, well-rounded education that prepares students for achievement 

and success is a moral imperative and an economic necessity. 
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The United States must work to improve the quality of education for all students, to ensure 

access and opportunity, and to build public-private partnerships, all of which will help 

students meet high standards of achievement. Accomplishing that mission will require the 

involvement of everyone--not just teachers and administrators, but every person, every 

family, and every community. We must take responsibility for ensuring the success of 

generations to follow. I commend the leadership and commitment of those inside and 

outside of schools who are working each day to promote and encourage excellence in 

education for all Americans. 

Our Founders saw themselves in the light of posterity. We must do the same. John Kennedy 

reminded us that civilization is a race between education and catastrophe--and it is up to 

us to determine the winner. 

To recognize the work of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the leader of the Lubavitch 

movement, on the occasion of his 91st birthday on April 2, 1993, the Congress, by House 

Joint Resolution 150, has designated April 2, 1993, as "Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A." 

and has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of 

this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, President of the United States of America, do hereby 

proclaim April 2, 1993, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon the people of the 

United States, government officials, educators, and volunteers to observe the day with 

appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of April, in the year of 

our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-three, and of the Independence of the United States 

of America the two hundred and seventeenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

 

[1994] 

Proclamation 6658—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 1994 

March 23, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

America's success in the years to come requires a national commitment to providing 

excellence in education. Our ability to seize the opportunities before us depends on the 

strength of our scholarship. We must build an educational system that offers our country's 

vast promise to every citizen. Only when we know that all of our students are receiving the 
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best care and training possible can we say that we are prepared for the challenges of the 

future. 

New innovations in teaching methods and curricula, combined with traditional lessons of 

ethics and morality, afford students a comprehensive education that will serve them well 

their entire lives. By sharing our experiences and our beliefs with the next generation of 

Americans, we can prepare our Nation for the awesome responsibilities and opportunities 

that lie ahead. 

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the leader of the Lubavitch movement, has 

contributed a great deal to this important endeavor, advancing the ideals of sharing and 

education over the course of his long and rich life. As Rabbi Schneerson celebrates his 92nd 

birthday, it is fitting and appropriate that the people of the United States honor his gifts to 

education and rededicate themselves to the teaching of ethics and morality. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, President of the United States of America, by virtue 

of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim March 23, 1994, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon the people of 

the United States, Government officials, educators, and volunteers to observe the day with 

appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third day of March, in the 

year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-four, and of the Independence of the United 

States of America the two hundred and eighteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

 

[1995] 

Proclamation 6785—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 1995 

April 10, 1995 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

As we move toward a complex and challenging new century, excellence in American 

education is more vital to our Nation's success than ever. We live in an era when advances 

in science and technology create new questions and demand more of our citizens each day. 

Only a national commitment to high-quality education can prepare our young people to 

meet the great responsibilities and opportunities of the future. 



17 
 

Yet an education that prepares a child for a lifetime is more than an accumulation of facts 

or single-minded preparation for a career. It is also a set of ideals and ethics that unites all 

Americans and allows us to work together for a just and honorable society. Teachers, 

families, and communities play vital roles in passing on these shared values and common 

hopes for a better tomorrow. 

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, well understood the 

importance of nurturing the heart along with the mind. Throughout his long and rich life, 

he believed that the education of our young people would only be successful if it sought to 

build character as well as intellect, if it taught the lessons of honesty, tolerance, and good 

citizenship, as well as language, math, and science. 

This year, let us rededicate ourselves to teaching the love of learning that was championed 

by Rabbi Schneerson and is strengthened by caring leaders like him throughout our Nation. 

As we provide our students with the information and practical tools they need, let us also 

pass on to them the capacity for understanding that can help to give fuller meaning to their 

lives. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, President of the United States of America, by virtue 

of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim April 11, 1995, as "Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A." I call upon Government 

officials, educators, volunteers, and all the people of the United States to observe this day 

with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of April, in the year of our 

Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-five, and of the Independence of the United States of 

America the two hundred and nineteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

 

[1996] 

Proclamation 6876—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 1996 

March 29, 1996 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

In looking forward to the 21st century, we recognize that excellence in education is the key 

to our Nation's future. At a time when we face difficult choices about how best to 

strengthen that future, our commitment to meaningful education for our youth must 
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remain absolutely firm—we have a profound obligation to put children's needs first and to 

make the essential investments that will help them succeed. 

Throughout his distinguished life, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson was an advocate 

for the high-quality education and strong values young people need to become productive 

and caring citizens. Drawing on a deep tradition of faith and a dedication to strengthening 

family and community ties, the Lubavitcher Rebbe sought to help our youth become 

responsible leaders and moral thinkers. 

On this day and throughout the year, let us join parents, teachers, and concerned people 

everywhere who are following Rabbi Schneerson's example by empowering young people 

with essential skills and knowledge. By nurturing their minds and spirits together, we can 

help our children to embrace all of the exciting challenges ahead. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, President of the United States of America, by virtue 

of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim March 31, 1996, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon educators, 

volunteers, and all the people of the United States to observe this day with appropriate 

ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth day of March, in the 

year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of the Independence of the United 

States of America the two hundred and twentieth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

 

[1997] 

Proclamation 6990—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 1997 

April 17, 1997 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

A commitment to learning has been at the heart of America's progress for more than 200 

years. Now, as we stand on the threshold of the 21st century, our continued success as a 

Nation depends on the quality of education that we provide to all our citizens. 

American children must have all the tools they need to make the most of their Godgiven 

potential. We must help them harness the powerful forces of technology, so that every 

student, including those in the most isolated rural towns and those in the poorest inner-

city schools, has access to the vast universe of knowledge available on the Internet. 
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However, education involves more than books, facts, and homework assignments. 

Education also concerns the building of character. Character is an anchor of our society, 

and we should work hard to cultivate it among our young people. If our Nation is to 

continue to thrive and prosper, we must continue to live up to our ideals. 

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, grasped these fundamental 

truths. Espousing the values of education, morality, and civic duty throughout his 

distinguished life, he understood that learning and the sharing of experiences are crucial 

to developing the skills that will mold the character of each new generation. By striving to 

provide the best education possible, we can better prepare our Nation for the challenges 

that confront us as we move forward into the next century. The Rebbe rightly saw education 

as a continuous process of effort and experience, in which each person is nurtured from the 

cradle throughout life, bringing out the best in all of us. 

I urge all Americans, on this day and throughout the year, to remember the teachings of 

the Rebbe, and to work in partnership with educators, administrators, community leaders, 

and parents to help our young people thrive and prosper. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, President of the United States of America, by virtue 

of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim April 18, 1997, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to 

observe this day with appropriate activities and programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day of April, in the year 

of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and of the Independence of the United 

States of America the two hundred and twenty-first. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

 

[1998] 

Proclamation 7078—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 1998 

April 7, 1998 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

As a new century of great promise and possibility approaches, as science and technology 

advance at astonishing rates, it is clear that now, more than ever, education is the key to 

our children's future. 
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We should also recognize that education must serve not only as a path to knowledge, but 

also as a means to develop the character of out Nation's youth. When expanding 

educational opportunities, we must ensure that in addition to raising academic standards, 

we emphasize values, personal responsibility, and community spirit. 

A firm believer in nurturing both mind and heart, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem 

M. Schneerson, devoted his life to helping young people realize their potential and become 

visionary leaders and thinkers, as well as concerned, caring, and productive citizens. He 

established more than 2,000 educational and social institutions in more than 40 States and 

nearly 60 countries. He was deeply committed to fostering civic pride and moral integrity 

along with professional success. 

On this day, as we remember Rabbi Schneerson's achievements, let us reaffirm our 

commitment to providing our Nation's children with an education that will enable them to 

flourish, both intellectually and spiritually. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, President of the United States of America, by virtue 

of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim April 7, 1998, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I invite Government officials, 

educators, volunteers, and all of the people of the United States to observe this day with 

appropriate activities, programs, and ceremonies. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of April, in the year of 

our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the United States 

of America the two hundred and twenty-second. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

 

[1999] 

Proclamation 7176—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 1999 

March 25, 1999 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Our Nation was founded at a time of extraordinary change, as the world began to move 

from an agrarian to an industrial economy. Today, as we approach the 21st century, exciting 

innovations in science and technology are revolutionizing our society, and once again 

Americans must adapt to the demands of a new era. Beckoning us with exciting new 

challenges and far-reaching opportunities, our future depends as never before on our 

Nation's commitment to excellence in education. 
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Americans have met the dynamic changes in our society not only through education but 

also by finding strength in our shared goals and values. And, as we prepare for the 

challenges of a new millennium, these time-honored principles must remain an important 

part of our children's education. Far more than the accumulation of facts and figures, a 

well-rounded education that will serve our children throughout their lives must also 

include the wisdom and insights of past generations. Family members, teachers, 

administrators, and neighbors should share their experiences and ideals with young people 

to help them develop into mature, confident, and responsible adults. 

An esteemed scholar and inspired religious leader, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, 

the Lubavitcher Rebbe, devoted his life to empowering young people through education. 

His belief in the importance of intellectual and spiritual enlightenment led him to establish 

more than 2,000 educational and social institutions around the world. Promoting faith, 

family, and community, his work enriched our society and helped to lay the foundation for 

our continued progress. 

On this day and throughout the year, let us rededicate ourselves to the ideals of education 

and sharing that were championed by Rabbi Schneerson and are embraced by 

compassionate leaders across our country. As our society continues to change and evolve, 

let us work with keen minds and warm hearts to forge a future of peace and prosperity for 

all our children. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, President of the United States of America, by virtue 

of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim March 28, 1999, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I invite Government 

officials, educators, volunteers, and all of the people of the United States to observe this 

day with appropriate activities, programs, and ceremonies. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day of March, in the 

year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the United 

States of America the two hundred and twenty-third. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

 

[2000] 

Proclamation 7282—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2000 

March 24, 2000 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 
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As we welcome a new millennium, America stands at a unique moment in time. We can 

look back over the past century, where we experienced profound advances in science, 

medicine, and technology that fundamentally altered the world in which we live. At the 

same time, we can look ahead to a new century filled with unparalleled promise and 

unlimited possibilities for further progress. 

Throughout our Nation's history, education has been at the heart of achievement in 

America, and it is the key to meeting the challenges and seizing the opportunities that lie 

before us. To succeed in the global community of the 21st century, we must provide all our 

citizens with a world-class, well-rounded education. We must ensure that every American 

has not only the knowledge and the skills he or she needs to flourish, but also a solid 

foundation of moral guidance and values. As the technology revolution breaks down 

barriers of geography, culture, and economic status, it is more crucial than ever that young 

people learn the importance of tolerance, cooperation, and sharing. Imbued with these 

values and enriched by a quality education, our children can look forward to a bright future. 

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, recognized early the 

importance of such comprehensive learning. In addition to being one of the world's highly 

respected religious leaders, he was also an accomplished scholar in mathematics and 

science. Understanding that both secular education and spiritual training contribute 

enormously to human development, he sought to provide young people with fresh 

opportunities for academic, social, and moral enrichment through the more than 2,000 

educational and social institutions he established throughout our country and around the 

world. His efforts continue to bear fruit today, helping a new generation to develop into 

responsible and mature adults. 

As we observe this special day, let us renew our commitment to excellence in education 

and to nurturing our young people's academic and spiritual development. Let us also 

remember the example of Rabbi Schneerson and pass on to our children the values and 

knowledge that have strengthened our Nation in the past and that will empower us to face 

the challenges of the future. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, President of the United States of America, by virtue 

of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim March 28, 2000, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I invite Government 

officials, educators, volunteers, and all the citizens of the United States to observe this day 

with appropriate activities, programs, and ceremonies. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth day of March, in the 

year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence of the United States of America 

the two hundred and twenty-fourth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
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[2001] 

Proclamation 7417—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2001 

March 22, 2001 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

With the dawn of a new century, America's youth face a world of nearly unlimited 

possibilities. New advances in technology, medicine, and science offer the potential for 

great progress. We must ensure that every child has the technical skills needed to pursue 

success in their respective fields. However, they also require the wisdom and understanding 

to make sense of an ever-changing world. 

As teachers, parents, and citizens, we have a responsibility to pass on more than just 

academic knowledge to our children. We also need to provide them with the moral 

strength to see them through turbulent and challenging times. An education that nurtures 

goodness and kindness gives direction and dignity to the lives of our young people and 

strengthens our communities. Humanity has long recognized such core and never-

changing ethical values as vital to the well-being of a society and its citizenry. 

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, clearly understood the 

importance of fostering character. His establishment of educational, social, and 

rehabilitative institutions bettered the lives of people both in this country and abroad. As 

he once said, "All educational efforts are basically meaningless unless built on the solid 

foundation of good character." Next year marks the 100th anniversary of the Rebbe's birth, 

but his legacy of teaching that a nation's true greatness is measured by whether it produces 

citizens of compassion and character remains timeless. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim April 4, 2001, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2001. By teaching children 

the highest standards of ethical behavior, Americans prepare our next generation of leaders 

to pursue meaningful lives as members of a decent and caring society. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second day of March, in the 

year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Independence of the United States of 

America the two hundred and twenty-fifth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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[2002] 

Proclamation 7534—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2002 

March 21, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

America's future depends in part on ensuring that every child in America receives a quality 

education. And by teaching our children the importance of serving those in need, we will 

help fulfill an important part of their education, showing them the rewards that come from 

compassionate outreach. 

Education has always played a vital role in the success of our Nation. It has provided hope 

through the principle that any citizen can realize the American dream, regardless of 

background, ethnicity, or faith. By challenging young people to set high goals and to work 

hard to achieve them, we prepare our youth to carry on the success of the American story 

and to become leaders of this great Nation. A core foundation of knowledge and values is 

essential for students to excel and contribute to the well-being of our communities, our 

country, and the world. 

Parents are a child's first and most important teachers, and they provide the cornerstone 

of a child's early education. Quality teachers, however, also play an important role in a 

child's personal and intellectual development. The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, which 

I signed into law in January 2002, requires that, by the end of the 2005-06 school year, there 

must be a "highly qualified" teacher in every classroom. Through this new law, States and 

school districts will have multiple tools to help them meet the new teacher quality 

requirements. Key elements of this effort include providing State grants to recruit and train 

teachers, and recruiting high-quality individuals to become teachers, offering expanded 

student loan forgiveness for teachers. And we must encourage Americans to volunteer their 

time to serve as mentors to our young people. 

Great teachers are also found outside the classroom, making a positive impact on children 

and on local families. For example, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher 

Rebbe, demonstrated the power of teaching others to pursue both intellectual and moral 

excellence. For this purpose, he established education and outreach centers that offered 

social services and humanitarian aid. Today, more than 1,400 of these centers operate in 35 

countries, meeting the spiritual and material needs of local communities. These beacons of 

hope communicate the Rebbe's ideal of living a meaningful life through personal 

responsibility and dedication to those in need. On the 100th anniversary of the Rebbe's 

birth, I encourage Americans to help teach our young people. In classrooms, homes, and 
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places of worship, we can all make a lasting impact on individual children and thus invest 

in our country as a whole. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim March 24, 2002, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2002. I call on all 

Americans to help our young people better understand the importance of character and 

develop a true love of learning. By doing so, we invest in the future of our country. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day of March, in the 

year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Independence of the United States of 

America the two hundred and twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

 

[2003] 

Proclamation 7662—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2003 

April 10, 2003 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

As a Nation, we must work to ensure that all our children have the opportunity to reach 

their full potential and achieve their dreams. On Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2003, 

we renew our commitment to providing quality education and to teaching our children the 

values that prepare them for lives as good neighbors and citizens. 

Education has always been one of our Nation's top priorities. We place great reliance and 

confidence in our public education system, recognizing that it is one of the most important 

institutions of our free society. By helping our young citizens learn and develop skills, 

education has spurred our progress and prosperity, driven our Nation's economy, and 

enriched our culture. 

Over the last 2 years, my Administration has taken significant action to transform public 

education in America. In one of the most comprehensive reforms ever passed, the No Child 

Left Behind Act of 2001 strengthened our school systems and affirmed our fundamental 

belief in the promise of every child. By raising expectations and insisting on results, we can 

make a difference in the lives of all our children. 

As part of our commitment to our children's future, we must also teach young Americans 

to live lives of integrity and purpose, and to realize the importance of loving others and 
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contributing to their communities. These values are first learned within the family, but all 

of our citizens, and especially our teachers, can support parents in the character education 

of our children. By guiding young people to understand universal values such as tolerance, 

honesty, commitment to family, service to others, and respect for the dignity of every life, 

our schools and communities can help our Nation fulfill its great potential. 

For the past 19 years, on the anniversary of his birth, we have recognized the contributions 

of the Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe who was instrumental 

in establishing numerous educational, social, and rehabilitative institutions. The Rebbe 

believed that education is critical in cultivating the moral character of students. He lived 

what he said: "A single good deed on your part could transform the world." 

Today in the United States, there is a growing momentum of acts of kindness. Across our 

country, millions of Americans are helping to reinforce a culture of service, citizenship, and 

responsibility, and are applying the compassion of America to our biggest problems and 

deepest wounds. To build on these successes, we must instill these values in our next 

generation of leaders. Amidst a world of challenges, we can equip our children to carry our 

Nation into a future of promise and possibility for all. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim April 13, 2003, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to 

invest in our Nation's future by helping our children understand the importance of 

character and provide them the knowledge and values necessary to succeed. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of April, in the year of our 

Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 

hundred and twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

 

[2004] 

Proclamation 7767—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2004 

April 2, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

On Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., we recognize the importance of teaching children 

good character and values. Families, schools, and religious congregations help instill in our 

children the enduring values of courage, compassion, integrity, and respect for differences 
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of faith and race. By building the mind and character of every child in America, we 

encourage our children to make the right choices, and we create a future of promise and 

opportunity for all. 

As we promote good character, we must also advance excellence in education and set high 

standards for all of our students. By raising expectations, insisting on results, and 

challenging failure, we strengthen our schools and create an environment where every 

student can succeed. 

To help America's young people make the right choices, we need to provide them with 

good examples. Strong role models help children build confidence, gain knowledge, and 

develop good character. For the past 20 years, this day has honored Rabbi Menachem 

Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe. He helped establish education and outreach 

centers, offering social service programs and humanitarian aid worldwide. After his death 

in 1994, the Rebbe received the Congressional Gold Medal for his "outstanding and lasting 

contributions toward improvements in world education, morality, and acts of charity." 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim April 2, 2004, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to 

strengthen our Nation by teaching our children about the culture of responsibility and 

citizenship. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of April, in the year of 

our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 

two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

 

[2005] 

Proclamation 7888—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2005 

April 19, 2005 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

As we enjoy the great freedoms of our country, we are mindful of our obligation to pass on 

to our children the values that sustain our liberty and our democracy. On Education and 

Sharing Day, we reaffirm our commitment to teach young people the lessons they need to 

preserve and strengthen our Nation, and to reach as far as their vision and character can 

take them. 
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Education and Sharing Day honors the memory of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, 

the Lubavitcher Rebbe, who established education and outreach centers that offer social 

services and humanitarian aid around the world. Commemorating his life and legacy 

teaches the next generation that a single life of conscience and purpose can touch and lift 

up many lives. By helping to heal a broken heart, surrounding a friend with love, feeding 

the hungry, or providing shelter for the homeless, we can change America for the better, 

one heart, one soul, and one conscience at a time. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim April 20, 2005, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all our citizens to 

dedicate their time and talents to help our rising generation grow into caring and 

responsible adults. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day of April, in the year 

of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence of the United States of America 

the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

 

[2006] 

Proclamation 7997—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2006 

April 6, 2006 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

A quality education is the cornerstone of a hopeful tomorrow for all our children. Education 

and Sharing Day highlights our strong support for our young people as they pursue lives of 

learning, prepare to become responsible leaders, and work to reach their full potential. 

On Education and Sharing Day, we remember the efforts of Rabbi Menachem Mendel 

Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, who promoted the importance of education and 

ethical teachings to every student's future. He sought to improve lives and communities 

through a vast network of education and outreach centers and social service programs 

around the world. We continue to be inspired by the Rebbe's good works and all those who 

dedicate their time, talents, and energy to helping our next generation grow into caring, 

responsible adults. Through devotion to faith, family, education, and community, we can 

continue building a better and more compassionate society. 
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim April 9, 2006, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon government 

officials, educators, volunteers, and all the people of the United States to reach out to young 

people and work to create a better, brighter, and more hopeful future for all. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of April, in the year of our 

Lord two thousand six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 

hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

 

[2007] 

Proclamation 8116—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2007 

March 26, 2007 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

A future of hope and opportunity in America requires that all our children develop the 

knowledge and character they need in life. On Education and Sharing Day, we recognize 

our responsibility to ensure that our young people have the foundation necessary to lead 

lives rich in purpose and fulfillment. 

Education and Sharing Day honors the legacy of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson and 

emphasizes our commitment to teach the next generation of Americans the values that 

make our country strong. The Lubavitcher Rebbe believed that society should "make a new 

commitment to kindness," and he helped to establish education and outreach centers 

offering social service programs and humanitarian aid around the world. 

The character of our young people is strengthened by serving a cause greater than self and 

by the anchor of virtues, including courage and compassion. By instilling a spirit of service 

in our children, we create a more optimistic future for them and our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim March 30, 2007, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon government 

officials, educators, volunteers, and all the people of the United States to reach out to young 

people and work to create a better, brighter, and more hopeful future for all. 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth day of March, in the 

year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the Independence of the United States of 

America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

 

[2008] 

Proclamation 8238—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2008 

April 15, 2008 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

A hopeful society helps ensure that its citizens develop the character, knowledge, and skills 

they need to succeed. On Education and Sharing Day, we underscore our dedication to 

encouraging our Nation's youth to build a solid foundation for a lifetime of 

accomplishment. 

Education and Sharing Day pays tribute to the unique efforts of Rabbi Menachem Mendel 

Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe. The Rebbe helped create numerous education and 

outreach centers, which continue to provide social service programs and humanitarian aid 

at home and around the globe. 

On this day and throughout the year, we encourage our children to set high goals, make 

the right choices, and put character first. By instilling respect, responsibility, civic duty, 

compassion, and honesty in our youth, we can help more of our citizens realize the great 

promise of America. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim April 16, 2008, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon government 

officials, educators, volunteers, and all the people of the United States to reach out to young 

people and work to create a better, brighter, and more hopeful future for all. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day of April, in the year of 

our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 

two hundred and thirty-second. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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[2009] 

Proclamation 8357—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2009 

April 3, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The education we provide our children must prepare them to succeed in a global economy 

and to contribute to their communities. Commemorating Education and Sharing Day, 

U.S.A., we underscore our commitment to a competitive and complete education. 

The professional demands of today's workplace require a renewed commitment to 

education. Our youngest children need a strong early foundation. Standards must be 

raised, curricula must be enhanced, and teachers must be supported. Families, 

communities, and educators must collaborate to ensure that students are working hard 

and receiving the best instruction possible. 

Yet knowledge alone will not bring the future our children deserve. Our schools and 

community institutions must also help each child develop a moral compass. Education 

must blend basic American values such as honesty, personal responsibility, and service. 

These indispensable elements will not only help children succeed in challenging work 

environments, they will also help our youth engage in and contribute to their communities. 

Few have better understood or more successfully promoted these ideas than Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, who emphasized the importance 

of education and good character. Through the establishment of educational and social 

service institutions across the country and the world, Rabbi Schneerson sought to empower 

young people and inspire individuals of all ages. On this day, we raise his call anew. 

Now, Therefore, I, Barack Obama, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim April 5, 2009, as "Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2009." I call upon all the 

people of the United States to look to the future with a renewed sense of civic engagement 

and common purpose. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of April, in the year of our 

Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 

hundred and thirty-third. 

BARACK OBAMA 
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[2010] 

Proclamation 8486—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2010 

March 25, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

To secure a bright future for America, we must instill in our children a love of learning as 

well as a spirit of compassion. These are two of our Nation's most cherished and enduring 

values. Today, let us rededicate ourselves to preparing our next generation of leaders for 

the world they will inherit. 

For America to thrive in the 21st century, we need a workforce with the knowledge and 

skills to compete in the global economy. More than ever before, the success of every 

American will depend on their level of academic achievement. A world class education can 

unlock every child's full potential, and that remains our best roadmap to prosperity. 

However, our leadership in the world relies upon citizens who are not only well-educated, 

but also driven by their humanity and civic virtue. In the wake of this year's devastating 

earthquakes in Haiti and Chile, Americans stepped forward to help, carrying on the 

unmatched tradition of generosity that defines our national character. By passing on this 

spirit of compassion to our children, we help ensure America remains a beacon of hope to 

people around the world. 

The importance of education and kindness was promoted in the work of Rabbi Menachem 

Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, inspiring countless individuals to uphold 

these values in their own lives and communities. Each year, Education and Sharing Day, 

U.S.A., reminds us of his legacy and the principles to which he dedicated himself. As we 

strengthen our Nation's ladders of opportunity, let us teach our children to lift up 

generations yet to come. 

Now, Therefore, I, Barack Obama, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim March 26, 2010, as "Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A." I call upon all Americans 

to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day of March, in the 

year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence of the United States of America 

the two hundred and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

 



33 
 

[2011] 

Proclamation 8655—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2011 

April 14, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The future of our Nation depends on our ability to instill in future generations the values 

that will help them write the next proud chapter of the American story—a dedication to 

knowledge and a sense of compassion for their fellow citizens. As we celebrate Education 

and Sharing Day, U.S.A., we recommit to preparing our sons and daughters to thrive with 

principle and purpose in the 21st century. 

Over the next decade, nearly half of all new jobs will require advanced training or a college 

degree. Ensuring our children meet this standard will take the collective commitment of 

parents, teachers, and communities coming together to instill a love of learning in our 

young people. By doing so, we can unlock every child's potential and give them the chance 

to fulfill their dreams, while laying the foundation for our country's continued prosperity. 

Education alone, however, cannot fully prepare our children to stand at the helm of our 

Nation. In an increasingly interconnected world, America remains a beacon of hope for 

many across the globe because of our open hearts during times of extraordinary challenge 

and our dedication to our common humanity. We must nurture these traits in our children 

to ensure America continues to be a symbol of promise to the world. 

On Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., we celebrate the example set by Rabbi Menachem 

Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, who dedicated his life to improving education 

and fostering goodwill for all people. His legacy continues to inspire individuals to carry 

forward his effort to build a brighter future. Each year, Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 

reminds us of our obligation to create opportunities for a better tomorrow—life lessons we 

pass on to all our children. 

Now, Therefore, I, Barack Obama, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim April 15, 2011, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to 

observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day of April, in the year 

of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Independence of the United States of America 

the two hundred and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 
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[2012] 

Proclamation 8796—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2012 

April 3, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

For centuries, the pursuit of knowledge and the cultivation of character have driven 

American progress and enriched our national life. On Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 

we renew our commitment to these timeless aspirations, and we rededicate ourselves to 

fostering in our sons and daughters inquiring minds and compassionate hearts. 

In a global economy where more than half of new jobs will demand higher education or 

advanced training, we must do everything we can to equip our children with the tools for 

success. Their journey begins early, and it demands stewardship from throughout the 

community—from parents and caregivers who inspire a love of learning to teachers and 

mentors who guide our children along the path to achievement. Our Nation's prosperity 

grows with theirs, and by ensuring every child has access to a world class education, we 

reach for a brighter future for all Americans. 

Yet, we also move forward knowing we cannot secure the promise of tomorrow through 

formal education alone. With each generation, our Nation has confronted questions that 

tested the quality and character of our people. We have borne witness to seemingly 

insurmountable problems of inequality, oppression, or dire circumstance at home and 

abroad, and where we have recognized injustice, the way forward has not always been clear. 

Time and again, during moments of trial, Americans have demonstrated a fundamental 

commitment to compassion, cooperation, and goodwill toward others—doing not what is 

easy, but what is right. These qualities have come to define us, and as we prepare today's 

students to become tomorrow's leaders, let us nourish in them the virtues that have 

sustained our country for generations. 

On Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., we reflect on the teachings of Rabbi Menachem 

Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, who embodied that humanitarian spirit. As a 

tireless advocate for youth around the world, he inspired millions to lift the cause of 

education, to practice kindness and generosity, and to aspire toward their highest ideals. 

His enduring legacy lives on in those he touched, and today, we resolve to carry forward 

his dedication to service and scholarship. 

Now, Therefore, I, Barack Obama, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby 
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proclaim April 3, 2012, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to 

observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of April, in the year of our 

Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 

two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

 

[2013] 

Proclamation 8941—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2013 

March 21, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

In a letter to his nephew, Thomas Jefferson once wrote, "an honest heart being the first 

blessing, a knowing head is the second." It is a notion that rings as true today as it did in 

1785: that just as we owe our children a strong start in the classroom, so must we pass on 

the common values that help define us as a people. On Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 

we celebrate hard work, service, and commitment to learning as cornerstones of a bright 

future for our youth. 

We know education is essential to putting our children on the path to good jobs and a 

decent living. It is a simple fact that to out-compete the rest of the world for tomorrow's 

jobs, we need to equip our sons and daughters with the education and skills a 21st-century 

economy demands. We need to give them every chance to work harder, learn more, and 

reach higher, from cradle to career. 

We also know that learning does not stop when students leave the classroom. Whether at 

the dinner table or on the field, it is our task as parents, teachers, and mentors to make 

sure our children grow up practicing the values we preach. We have an obligation to instill 

in them the virtues that define our national character—honesty and independence, drive 

and discipline, courage and compassion. And as citizens of a country where so much 

progress came only after we fought for fairness and equality, we must remember the 

wisdom of the Golden Rule by treating others as we would want to be treated. 

This day recalls the memory of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher 

Rebbe, who taught generations of young men and women the importance of education and 

good character. His work strengthened ties between people around the world, and his 

legacy continues to inspire the service, charity, and goodwill he championed in life. As we 
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reflect on the example he and so many others have set, let each of us strive to better realize 

the values we share. 

Now, Therefore, I, Barack Obama, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim March 22, 2013, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to 

observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day of March, in the 

year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independence of the United States of 

America the two hundred and thirty-seventh. 

BARACK OBAMA 

 

[2014] 

Proclamation 9103—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2014 

April 10, 2014 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

In the United States of America, every child should have the chance to go as far as their 

passions and hard work will take them. Education not only prepares young people to enter 

the workforce, it also expands their horizons, teaches them to think critically about the 

world around them, builds their character, and helps them develop the judgment to set our 

Nation's course. On Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., we strengthen our resolve to 

provide a world-class education for every child. 

Thanks to dedicated educators across our country, graduation rates have hit their highest 

level in almost three decades. Yet not all children have access to the best opportunities. I 

have called on the Congress to make high-quality preschool available to every child in 

America. Because great early childhood education leads to better outcomes in school and 

life, we will continue to invest in innovative, evidence-based preschool programs that get 

results. Together, we can put all our children on a path to success, even if their parents are 

not rich. 

We are also working to ensure every classroom can take advantage of modern technology. 

With the support of the private sector, my Administration will connect 20 million students 

to high-speed broadband over the next 2 years—without adding a dime to the deficit. 

Within 5 years, 99 percent of American students will have access to these connections. 
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On this day, we remember Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, 

an inspiration to people around the world. Through a lifetime of scholarship and good 

works, he educated generations and inspired them to reach their fullest potential. In his 

honor, let us embrace the spirit that every child matters, and that there is nothing more 

important than the investments we make in our next generation. 

Now, Therefore, I, Barack Obama, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim April 11, 2014, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to 

observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of April, in the year of our 

Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 

two hundred and thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

 

[2015] 

Proclamation 9244—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2015 

March 30, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

In every child—every girl dreaming big dreams and every boy hungry to make something 

of himself—there exists limitless potential. Our young people are the problem-solvers, 

thinkers, and visionaries of tomorrow who will change the world as we know it, and they 

deserve the chance to fulfill their enormous promise, no matter who they are or where they 

live. A good education can open the door to opportunity, and it should be within the reach 

of all who yearn for the chance to develop their minds and talents. Today, we celebrate the 

transformative power of education and honor a man who inspired a passion for learning 

among a generation of students. 

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, dedicated his life to 

promoting education as the cornerstone of humanity. A tireless advocate for youth around 

the world, he believed that "as long as there is still one child that does not receive an 

adequate education, we can neither be satisfied nor slacken our efforts." In an era where a 

woman's education was not valued the same as a man's, the Rebbe worked to tear down 

barriers that stood in the way of girls who wanted to learn. He established a Jewish 

organization for women and directed his teachings of service and scholarship equally to 
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young girls and boys. He was even known to write, "There must be a girl!" on educational 

materials that depicted only boys. 

Because of leaders like the Rebbe, we have made great strides toward achieving quality 

education for all—but his legacy is not only a story of progress, it is also a call to remember 

his words and take up this unfinished task. Today, 62 million girls around the world who 

should be in school are not. Children who deserve an education, who have the power to 

change the course of history, face unacceptable obstacles because of their gender, the 

circumstances of their birth, or the customs of their society. 

If we want to strengthen families and communities, bolster economic growth, and promote 

stability worldwide, we must work to increase the number of girls in school and empower 

all children with the resources they need to reach for a brighter future. This is not only a 

humanitarian issue; it is also critical to our security and global economic prosperity. That 

is why First Lady Michelle Obama and I recently launched a new initiative called Let Girls 

Learn. As part of this effort, my Administration will be supporting hundreds of community-

driven projects around the world that will build on investments we have made and 

successes we have achieved in global primary school education. At the same time, we are 

making it clear to any country who wants to work with us that they must address the 

challenges preventing young women from attending and completing school—such as fees, 

threats of violence, and the false belief that girls are not worthy of an education. 

We are committed to making a global and generational impact, but Let Girls Learn is also 

about reminding Americans about the importance of high-quality education for all. As we 

help lift up children worldwide, my Administration will continue to fight for every young 

person here at home. We will not let up on our efforts to deliver the best possible education 

to all people in the United States, including our work to expand access to high-quality 

preschool to every child and provide our Nation's classrooms with the best technology. And 

we are expanding our strategy to make higher education more affordable by promoting a 

Student Aid Bill of Rights and calling for 2 years of free community college for anyone who 

is willing to work for it. 

Across the globe, girls have pushed forward to pursue an education in the face of poverty 

and threats to their safety. They are bold, ambitious, and undeterred by immense 

challenges. Today, we are called to meet their resolve with a commitment worthy of their 

character. On Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., we recognize educators, pioneers of 

change, and all those who have unlocked the spark of something extraordinary within a 

child, and we rededicate ourselves to building a world where the destiny of every young 

person is limited only by the size of their dreams and the power of their imagination. 

Now, Therefore, I, Barack Obama, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby 
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proclaim March 31, 2015, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to 

observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of March, in the year 

of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America 

the two hundred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

 

[2016] 

Proclamation 9425—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2016 

April 18, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Our Nation has long been driven by the promise that anyone willing to work hard can make 

of their lives what they will, and ensuring opportunity is within reach for all requires us to 

provide every young person with access to a high-quality education. Our future is written 

in our classrooms, and on Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., we reaffirm our belief that 

no matter who they are, where they come from, or what they look like, every child deserves 

an education that will help them develop their unique talents and passions, dream beyond 

their present circumstances, and unlock their greatest potential. 

Investing in the education of our daughters and sons is among the best investments we can 

make as a Nation. My Administration has worked to expand high-quality early education—

something that can pay off over a child's entire lifetime—and we have proposed a plan to 

offer 2 years of free community college to anyone willing to work for it, because in America, 

a quality education cannot be a privilege reserved for a few. Last year, I was proud to sign 

the Every Student Succeeds Act—bipartisan legislation that will help prepare more of our 

young people to seize tomorrow's possibilities. By adopting higher academic standards, 

increasing accountability for underperforming schools, making testing more efficient, and 

empowering State and local leaders to develop their own systems for school improvement 

based on evidence, rather than impose piecemeal solutions to serious problems, this law 

provides schools across America with the resources and flexibility needed for students to 

thrive. And earlier this year, I announced Computer Science for All, a collaborative effort 

to give every child in America the opportunity to learn computer science, and in the time 

since, a growing coalition of businesses, school leaders, and State and local governments 

have joined this initiative. 
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As we continue to build strong foundations for our students here at home, we recognize 

those around the world who are prevented from obtaining a quality education. That is why 

my Administration launched the Let Girls Learn initiative, spearheaded by First Lady 

Michelle Obama, to help adolescent girls worldwide get the quality education they need to 

reach their full potential. Through this campaign, we are helping to break down barriers 

for girls across the globe and working to shift attitudes and beliefs, affirm the inherent 

dignity and worth of every child, and harness the power of our society to rise above our 

present obstacles to forge the future we know is possible. 

The advances we have made in education are a result of the many educators, 

administrators, and advocates who have opened the doors of opportunity for countless 

young people. Today, we pay special tribute to Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe, for his tireless devotion to extending access to education to more 

people—regardless of their gender or background. The Rebbe's lifetime of contribution 

imparts a reminder of the tremendous importance of making sure every child has the tools 

and resources they need to grow, flourish, and pursue their dreams. On this day, let us carry 

forward the Rebbe's legacy by recognizing the limitless potential of each young person and 

empowering the next generation to lead our country, and our world, toward an ever 

brighter tomorrow. 

Now, Therefore, I, Barack Obama, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim April 19, 2016, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to 

observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day of April, in the year 

of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America 

the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

 

[2017] 

Proclamation 9589—Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2017 

April 6, 2017 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

At the core of the American Dream lies the belief that our futures are not pre-determined 

and can be improved through learning and hard work. On Education and Sharing Day, we 
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acknowledge the critical role of families, schools, and religious and other civic institutions 

in nurturing in our children the values that enable them to realize the full scope of their 

ambitions. 

Education and Sharing Day recognizes the remarkable efforts of Rabbi Menachem Mendel 

Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, to use values-based education to drive our Nation's 

children toward the American Dream. As an educator, Rabbi Schneerson understood that 

education is incomplete if it is devoid of moral development. Working through a spirit of 

optimism, he strived to teach children to be honest, civil, respectful of differences, and self-

disciplined, in addition to being intellectually rigorous. 

On April 18, 1978, our Nation's first Education Day, U.S.A., Rabbi Schneerson wrote that 

"we can neither be satisfied nor slacken our efforts" so long as "there is still one child that 

does not receive an adequate education." These words inspire us today, as they did then, to 

empower our children and share with each of them the opportunity and promise of 

America. It is up to us to support our children in realizing their hopes and to encourage 

them to reach their fullest potential. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States of America, by 

virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, 

do hereby proclaim April 7, 2017, as "Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A." I call upon 

government officials, educators, volunteers, and all the people of the United States to 

observe this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of April, in the year 

of our Lord two thousand seventeen, and of the Independence of the United States of 

America the two hundred and forty-first. 

DONALD J. TRUMP 


