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KENAI LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE
Email: KenaiLIO@akleg.gov

Phone: 907-283-2030 I Fax: 907-283-3075

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: Pat Porter

__________________________

REPRESENTING: Self I Kenai City Mayor

BILL # or SUBJECT: SB I

______ ____________

COMMITTEE: Senate Finance

____ ___

DATE: 3-14-15

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today.

My goal is to have all the State of Alaska legislators join together to protect the rights of ALL
ALASKANS to work in environments that are smoke free,

The impact of inhaling second-hand smoke is well-documented.

Why would employers not offer the safety net of a smoke free workplace to their employees?
Is their reason personal profit or do they just need to alt be under the same rules?
Employees across Alaska need you to offer this protection. Please vote to support SB 1.
I wish this protection would have been available throughout my life.

Now, the dangers are known!

Thankyou,

Mayor Pat Porter
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March 14,2016

Attention: Senate Finance Committee — Alaska Legisature &J +M & f ‘

Thank you for the providing a public hearing o orui.y for constituent input to on
S3 I I woUd iave giver tLstro-iy at the arbaa k 0 tms ‘notn’r , but p ev ot.s ‘zo An’ r LS aW
not allow for my patcpnoa.

I have tong been in favor of sriaoke free enviromnents and the health issues that are abated by this
change in pracibe, so fifteen years sgo when my husband and I ft:r: began our tnsiness -- a coffee house
in airsarks — we d&erinined that the uslness would be smokef’ree

A sg ifianr facio in my .cri, support cft.s bill isu at my mother, osed with
never smokcd hut d woi-l< 1L stnakeii .er t; aunt foi r: of her i.f. I. too, never saok% na
durg earlier times in my rfoance work, I spent wiy oc many hae:s in unak thlec rooras,
breathing rnoc deeply than perhaps auyore else in the rcr>m, s I ssng or their enlertainment. Whh I
dont have the severe condition that my mother does, I do have issues uf allergic and prohlernatc
breathing responses to smoke filled rooms.

ft’s been mentioned that people can make the choice if they want to work in such conditions. True
enough and I made the decision to create my own smokefree workplace, where my band SAND
CASTLE performs every Friday and Saturday evening. However, this is not a realistic option for most
musicians — particularly young hopeful musicians — and they should nor have to put their health in
jeopardy in order to work

In talking with club owners who have converted to smoke-free venues, I am not surprised when they tell
me that their revenue increased substantially.

Only recently did I learn of the properties ofE-cigarettes and, based on what I learned, I firmly agree
with including them as an item that doesn’t deserve acceptance in a smokefree venue.

As an Alaskan leader, you are called upon to decide on a broad spectrum of issues that relate to the welJ.
being of our communities Please give your utmost consideration to this bill. It will provide for a more
productive and healthful workplace and, not surprisingly, will also benefit in less health costs for our
state.

Thank you for your consideration,

Si iivid ,

j Ilk’

)() K’\ 740 4 —

Fairbanks, Alaska 99707

Lt0iIit1k
Phone: 907451-0122


