
     ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
 
 

    
                               Email: Representative_Kurt_Olson@legis.state.ak.us 

 
                  REPRESENTATIVE KURT OLSON 

• Chair: Labor and Commerce 

• Vice Chair: Rules, Administrative Regulation Review 
             Economic Development Trade & Tourism 

• Member: Energy, Legislative Budget & Audit  
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

Official Business 
 

Interim: May – December 
145 Main Street Loop, Ste 221 
Kenai, AK 99611 
Phone: 907-283-2690 
Fax: 907-283-2763 

Session: January – April 
State Capitol, Room 24                                                                                                                            
Juneau, AK  99801-1182                                                                                                                         
Phone: 907-465-2693                                     
Fax: 907-465-3835               

Sponsor Statement 

HB 156 – An Act Relating to the Chair of the Regulatory Commission of Alaska 

 

The Regulatory Commission of Alaska (RCA) consists of five full-time Commissioners 

appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Legislature for six year terms. Currently, 

the Commission annually elects a chairperson for a one year term. House Bill 156 alters this 

arrangement to allow the Governor to appoint one member of the Commission as 

chairperson for a three year term. 

 

With House Bill 156, the Regulatory Commission of Alaska will join numerous other Alaska 

boards with a Governor-designated chairperson. This legislation also provides a continuity of 

leadership currently not experienced at the RCA. Dockets opened by the Commission can 

sometimes span years, and the leadership stability that HB 156 provides will be a valuable 

asset in resolving such issues. 

 

The RCA is essentially a consumer protection agency; as such, Alaskans should be assured 

that leadership of the Commission is both qualified to shoulder the administrative duties of 

the chair and stable enough to provide continuity over the long term. House Bill 156 is 

proposed with this in mind. 
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