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Sponsor Statement
An Act relating to the regulation and use of pesticides and broadcast chemicals

The application of pesticides and broadcast chemicals safely and effectively controls invasive species, unwanted plants, insects, fungus, and other diseases and provides other benefits to humans and animals. Rigorous testing and application standards protect the environment and the public. 
Products are developed and tested first to meet safety standards established by the Environmental Protection Agency, and then registered for use on a state-by-state basis.
Commercial applicators are trained, tested, and certified by the State of Alaska before they can use pesticides. These certified applicators apply many of the same products available to the general public at retail stores, but must be more knowledgeable than the average consumer before they can use the product.
The state of Alaska requires agencies to obtain a permit from the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) before they apply pesticides and broadcast chemicals on public land, or where public funds are used. The DEC permit requires collection of unnecessary information, delays application of the product, increases costs to the state and other government agencies, and does not increase safety related to product application. This permit is not required for application on private property.
Alaska Statute allows the Department of Environmental Conservation to create regulations that are specific to application of pesticides and broadcast chemicals on public land or with public funds. However, DEC created this permit procedure that is not risk-based and that is an unnecessary burden to itself and other state agencies.
This bill repeals the authority of the Department of Environmental Conservation to regulate application of pesticides and broadcast chemicals on public land or with public funds in a different manner than it requires of commercial applicators working on private property. It will not change the safety or licensing requirements for the application of pesticides or broadcast chemicals.

Email: Representative.Eric.Feige@legis.state.ak.us

image1.jpeg




