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xFrom: Nikki Love [_@gmail.com]

Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 7:54 AM
To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>
Subject: Thank you for supporting early education

Dear Representatives,

Thank you for your continued support of early education programs. Programs like Parents As
Teachers, Head Start, Infant Learning, and Best Beginnings ensure that our children are off to a
healthy start in life. | see the direct benefit of these programs in my community and in my
family. My granddaughter receives books in the mail through the Best Beginnings sponsored
Imagination Library program. At the age of two she is already an avid reader with wonderfully
developing language skills.

With your continued support, all children in Alaska will enjoy better outcomes in life.

Thank you again,

Mrs. Nikki Love

Grandmother, Alaska Native, Voter

xFrom: Randy Moore [_@mtaonline.net]

Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 1:15 PM

To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>

Subject: Budget

HI Members

We spend about 3 times the national average on the budget per capita,, Way to MUCH
Cut government overhead, Don't tax us or take the PFD to support a BLOATED government.
Thanks

Randy Moore
Chugiak
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----- Original Message-----

xFrom: John Meyn [_@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 11:30 AM

To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>
Subject: Public school funding

To whom it may concern, the funding for schools needs to at least consider covering the cost of
living adjustments so that we do not have a flat funding from the last few years. Our students
are worth more than that.

Consider the impact on our state for a future growth not of stagnation fund education!

Sincerely, John C Meyn

xFrom: Amity Condie [mailto:-@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 12:08 PM

To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>
Subject: Testimony on HB 286 Operating Budget

My name is Amity Condie and | live in Palmer, AK 99645. | have a third grader at Butte
Elementary, and a 2 year old who will attend in a couple of years. | believe it is essential to
increase the base student allocation and help Alaska's schools provide quality educational
experiences for all students. | know we are facing a budget crisis. | would be willing to give up
my PFD or pay income tax in order to increase education funding.

| also am in favor of increasing the AK Public Defender's operating budget to provide legal
services to those who cannot afford representation. Please make funding choices that will
benefit the health and safety of our community, even if residents need to pay something in

order to do that.

Thank you.
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xFrom: Mary [mailto:-@mtaonline.net]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 2:59 PM

To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>
Subject: Regarding budget

You ask me to support spending on multiple issues while all the time cutting services to the
elderly and disabled.

| began with 27 PCA hours, then you cut it to ZERO, at hearing you quicklly offered 10 hours,
now you want to take 15 minutes away.

Well, 15 minutes is one less bath for me ..

It also equates to one less meal.

Which should | choose to give up?

Should I alter them by the week?

Will my Medicaid benefits be next?

That would save you a lot of money, by speeding my demise.

Mary
Wasilla
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xFrom: Laural Jackson [mailto:ljackson@dgsd.us]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 8:52 AM

To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>
Subject: Education Funding

Good Morning

| am testifying to the need to not only fully fund education, but to increase the BSA. For the
past three years, education has weathered the State fiscal crisis by receiving flat funding from
the State. You all know that this is actually a decrease in funding in that our costs continue to
rise while the funding is stagnate. We have done so with dignity, but not without pain.

During the coming year, our personnel costs alone will rise by approximately $244,000 based
on wage and salary increases that were negotiated in FY15. Those increases were in no way
excessive. In fact if you look at the wages/salaries in Delta/Greely School District you will see
that our pay scales are on the lower end of things for this state.

Of course, personnel costs are not alone in becoming more expensive. Everything from fuel
and electricity to parts for boilers and insurance is increasing. All of this means we are trying to
carving larger pieces out of a pie that stays the same each year.

The proposed $100 increase to the BSA would be great and we would be appreciative of it;
however, even that increase will not allow us to keep up with inflation. Please give careful
consideration to how you are funding your most precious and most vital resource.

As someone much more eloquent than | stated:

The answer, again, comes from the most basic economic principles. Education is good
not just for the person who becomes educated, but also for everyone around her. When
citizens are more productive, they are able to contribute to the economy in ways that
benefit others far beyond the salaries that they receive. They also become much less
likely to need public assistance (when the economy is not in a slump), to commit
criminal acts, and so on.

Economists call these beneficial aspects of education “positive externalities,” because so
many of the good things that education creates are enjoyed by others—people who are
“external” to the individual who is deciding how much money to spend on

education. This is why it is important for a country’s people, acting together through
their government, to increase the amount of spending on education beyond what
individuals would choose to spend on their own. (Neil H Buchanan, 2012)

Thank you for all that you do to make our State great.

Laural Jackson, Superintendent
Delta/Greely School District
907-895-4657 ex 24
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xFrom: May, Carol [mailto:-@juneauschools.org]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 7:38 AM

To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>

Subject: HB 286

March 2, 2018

Dear Legislators,

I am writing as a high school teacher and a parent of a senior at Thunder Mountain High school
in Juneau.

The Juneau School District has had to cut their budget each year for seven years straight. At
Thunder Mountain High School, we have lost important elective classes — the ones that keep
some of our kids in school. We have gone from 8 sections of art per day to 5. We have lost our
culinary certification program. Our World Language classes have been cut from 12 to 8. We no
longer teach Economics or Small Engines.

Without additional funding, more of these classes will go away (3 more teachers will be cut),
and core classes will increase in size.

Please consider increasing funding for education.
Sincerely,
Carol S May

Juneau, AK 99801

Carol May
Thunder Mountain High School Math Department
Juneau, Alaska 907-780-1988
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xFrom: Brian Hakkinen [mailto:_@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2018 9:28 PM

To: Rep. Paul Seaton <Rep.Paul.Seaton@akleg.gov>; Sen. Peter Micciche
<Sen.Peter.Micciche@akleg.gov>; Sen. Gary Stevens <Sen.Gary.Stevens@akleg.gov>
Subject: Money

| would like to see the state income tax reinstated. If you like living here then you should
support state government. That is doubly so for the 70% of nonresident workers. They are
taking the profits from the state and spending the money in the states or Asia or

wherever. One thing | realized is that every resident in Alaska is a drain on the state treasury to
some extent since there is no income tax.. But we live here and spend our money

here. Nonresident workers are a drain on the state treasury and add nothing to the

state. Ironically, many of them pay an income tax to their home state on money they earned in
Alaska. Every time | read about some new oil development and the jobs it will create | now
realize that that development probably cost the state treasury a Sbillion and it will be
developed with 90% nonresident workers, more drain on the treasury.

The legislature needs to cut school funding to only what is required by the state

constitution. The constitution does not mandate swimming pools, athletics, school sports.
{travel from Juneau to Barrow to play football}, psychologists, psychiatrists, special student
handlers, free bus transportation. If the school districts want these extras then they should pay
for them. Audit every school in the state and find out what it costs each school to provide an
education. The 3 Rs. | went to territorial and then state schools and that is what we had and |
got an education that set me up very well for the challenges college and a career. Parents can
form sports clubs so their kids can still compete in athletics. The state is broke thanks to
conservative republicans. The free ride is over. The school districts need to face the fiscal facts.
Hi lite budget items and delete, delete, delete.

Brian Hakkinen
Kasilof
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xFrom: Hayley Anderson [mailto_@threadaIaska.org]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 4:20 PM

To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>

Subject: Please continue to support young children

House Finance Committee:

As a parent, | want to thank you for including supports for early childhood
resources within the FY19 state operating budget. These resources give children
like mine the opportunity to succeed in school and life. Thank you for making
Alaska’s children a priority, and please continue to support funding for early
childhood resources in the FY19 state operating budget.

Thank you,

Hailei Anderson

Anchorage, AK 99507
907-229-2360

xFrom: Merry Ellefson / Wayne Carnes (||| | | | | Il @2mail.com]

Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 11:59 AM
To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>
Subject: Education Funding

Hi Representatives and thank you for your hard work.
If there is any resource to currently invest in, it's our youth/students.

I'm a coach/mom/teaching artist/volunteer of 20 years. The impact of flat funding is loss of
teachers, counselors, activities, and educational engagement overall. Flat funding, as all other
costs rise, results in an unhealthier way of being. We will pay in the long run for short-changing
education now.

| urge you, when you consider the future, to put the education of our people ahead of politics.

Thank you,
Merry Ellefson and Wayne Carnes

Juneau, AK
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----- Original Message-----

xFrom: 'MICHAEL STORY' [l @2k net]

Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 12:37 PM

To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Fwd: Please Support the Education of our Children

Dear Honorable House Finance Committee Members, My name is Andi Story. | am a member of
the Juneau Board of Education.

| have three young adult children making their home in Alaska. My husband is a managing
Principal in an engineering firm in Juneau. We believe part of keeping Alaska strong is being
known for being a great place to educate and raise a family I've spent significant time dedicated
to this.

| want to thank you for your investments in public education for our children. Like all States,
public education is one of the biggest investments every Legislature will make each year. This
will always be so, as public education is primarily a state constitutionally mandated
responsibility to educate their youth.

The current amount in the Operating Fund for education will be the same as it has been for the
past three years. | want this committee to be aware that this amount will mean three million in
reductions to our children's education here in Juneau. In reading the local statewide
newspapers, | see that it means steep reductions for many children's education across our
state. | urge you to increase the amount of investment in education to the Operating Fund.

| am aware that Alaska is facing a tough economic environment. We are fortunate that we do
have resources that can be made available for a state fiscal plan and to provide for this
generation of children's educational needs. Education is a dynamic field. It is constantly
changing to meet current academic, cultural, emotional and employment needs to raise
contributing citizens.

Your actions to increase the resources available to children will help to; ensure reasonable class
sizes, provide interventions to help students make catch up academic growth, use curriculum
that reflects local culture and place, meets some updated technology needs and offers access
to information through counselors and staff on how to help our students create healthy
relationships and cope with stress.

As you know, there is a wide variety of needs that we are trying to provide for our children.
Progress is being made in our children's learning. All the levels of policy makers are working
together to build on this goal. | urge an increased investment for our children's education to the
Operating Budget. This sends the message to our communities that the Alaska Legislature
values their children and will provide for their education even in tough budget times. Thank you
for your hard work on behalf of Alaskans and their families.

Respectfully,

Andi Story | N (27 uneau, AK 99801 [28](907 [29]) 723
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xFrom: Laura Cisneros [mailto:Icisneros@bestbeginningsalaska.org]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 12:48 PM

To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>

Subject: Thank you for supporting early learning!

Members of the House Finance Committee:

The scientific evidence is clear. The first years of a child’s life offer a critical window to set them
up for lifelong success. Thousands of Alaska families have affirmed that the services Alaska
early childhood organizations, more specifically Best Beginnings, are providing are making a
positive impact in their children’s lives.

That is why | thank the committee for demonstrating its commitment to Alaska children
through its funding of early childhood programs and request that the committee continues to
promote the foundation for a vibrant future for our state with continued funding for these
programs.

Respectfully,
Laura Cisneros

Laura Cisneros/Director/ Best Beginnings

3350 Commercial Drive, Suite 104A, Anchorage, AK 99501 / P: 907.297.3311/ F: 907.297.3304
Icisneros@bestbeginningsalaska.org

www.bestbeginningsalaska.org

BEST BEGINNINGS

Alaska’'s Early Childhood Investment

Pick.Click.Give.

xFrom: Savoonga Head Start [_@ ruralcap.com]

Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 4:01 PM
To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>
Subject: Thank you

Hello my name is Matilda Kingeekuk and | am from Savoonga Alaska. | want to thank you for
your support of early childhood. The Savoonga Head Start program has made a difference in
my Children, Families, and Community by helping us with teaching and getting our children
ready for Kindergarten. Thank you.
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xFrom: Malan Paquette [_@yahoo.com]

Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 3:31 PM
To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>
Subject: Operating Budget March 2018

The State Of Alaska owns and operates major instigator of gun violence in our state. Our suicide
morbidity is a direct result of the socio-economic horror inflicted by ACPE. We need the truth
about Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education irreconcilable student loans in their
annual report. It is demanded that all state office implement language for student loan
forgiveness, income based repayment in employee recruiting, and demand ACPE
implementation. | for example am facing income attachment should | achieve employment
state staff will rain down intimidation and financial detriment to any prospective employer, am
| employable to you?

All professions needed to address OEDD, legal shortage, REAL ID Act Comply and linguistic
emergency declaration stand to benefit in an about face regarding student loans management.

It is demanded that State of Alaska end management distribution of student loans. It is
demanded that UAA be voided from the budget or significant cuts be issued. UAA knowns all to
well the favor they have cultivated with only organization providing their oversight that is ACPE.
ACPE fails violence on campus, ACPE fails the disenfranchised, ACPE FAILS, cut their AG legal
budget, cut the administration salaries, cut student loans.

Develope individualized plans for ACPE resolve. Retract all defaults, damming assets while our

state cottels criminal and criminal Enterprises allowing for massive business debt to be washed
away in bankruptcy while scholarly assets are so put-down, deceived, and disregard defaulted

turning up in morbidity reports.

How many suicide/deceased also experienced default in household?

Cut liquor licenses issuance, cut work visa', cut academic visa, especially where it is planned for
visa recipient to borrow Student Loans to attend school here, then vanish into thin air. | still
can't believe we are issuing student loans in a no REAL ID Comply capacity, aiding criminal
enterprise working the APD into frenzy PFD seasons hard, wonder if APD know how many DV
calls regard debt arguments, defaulted, PFD taken, upset callers, unable pay rent getting kicked
out?

The Administration of Alaska is observably failing constituency. [And Special Thank You to
Honorable Wilson fir standing up for Alaskans.] Let make sure the 'third party review' is not
performed by Ombudsman. Ombudsman fails grossly in demonstrating resolve for borrowers.
They say the Governors Office gave that order, Ombudsman may not assist student loan
borrowers, No ONE WILL assist ACPE borrowerz.

We are it. The voice of the voiceless, standing alone mitigating future loss at the hands of
socio-economic horror, defaults hurt, suicide hurts, Governors office failing to provide
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instruction regarding needed forgiveness, income based repayment, and fair deferment or
forbearance. Why does ACPE hide these economic resources?

My story: Defaulted at 22, it has hurt my career to date. It was demanded | pay 350.00 monthly,
unemployed at the time. Annual income was less than $11,000 the year of my default. This is
affecting me, it is affecting my career potential, it has been a horrendous shunning to endure.
As a trained observer | see massive failures in ACPE execs ability to work in the best interest of
people served.

We are not served, we a churnned, Defaulted, income attachment factories without resources
to achieve fairness, it appears, in our morbidity report that suicide is the alternative many
disenfranchised take.

| am Paquette v ACPE. | have never had a court date, | was not properly served, | have had my
voice raped from me, | have no hope for the future, | am indebted, shunned by infrastructure |
chose to support. I've worked over 15 years, enduring fear, shunning, and family shaming for
going to college. ACPE calls family, step family, former employers stalking me, divulging
personal debts to strangers, casting shade on me damming me, declarations to family or
anyone who answers. Turning parents into informants betraying the trust began with ACPE.

ACPE once told an employer they could force them into bankruptcy and coached employers and
family to act in covert capacity stalking after me as though | couldn't be trusted. | originally
borrowed $7,000 ACPE says it's $17,000 | have no recourse, | questiones if default was fair,
internal review declares it so accurate, and referral to Administrative Courts, failed to be sent in
reasonable time frame, shows up just days before deadline. PFD attached, appeals notice on
those often delayed to prevent recipient react before deadline. This year, ACPE waves appeals
fee, after a bitter arguing episode involving Governors office (just for $35.00 appeals fee), and
later decided under waver status, the borrower with no income didn't know her Medicaid
status, not eligible for appeal, another internal decision never witness by OAH or Alaska courts
although my appeal Paquette v ACPE remains unresolved.

All the suicides voiceless Defaulted borrowers remains unresolved. This Operating Budget
needs to include funding research for suicide prevention including all behavioral health screens
to include financial screens for student loan debt. We must seek resolve in the best interest of
the people. Default and shunned all disenfranchised youth is not in the Program description for
ACPE. Why does it feel like defaulting borrowers is really massive government effort to oppress
Alaskas People!!11?????1111 Our suicide rate is shameful, and | demand Operating Budget funds
to help our Representatives make sense if this! No more money to ACPE or any of the third
parties they porport to pay on behalf of Alaska. END STUDENT LOANS
MANAGEMENT/DISPERSEMENT BY THE STATE OF ALASKA.

Sincerely, Ms. Malan Paquette M.A.
Anchor Point
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PETERSBURG LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE
Email: lio.petersburg @akleg.gov
907-772-3741/ phone/ 907-772-3779/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY
(Please Write Clearly and Legibly)

xYOUR FULL NAME: Erin Anne Michael

REPRESENTING (ORGANIZATION OR SELF): Self

BILL #: HB285/286 Subject: FY19 Operating Budgets

COMMITTEE NAME: House Finance HEARING DATE: March 2, 2018

I would like to express the importance of supporting financially the following state entities as
they provide critical services to Petersburg:

Public Health Nursing

Public Radio

Public Schools

Alaska Marine Highway

YV VY

Thank you for submitting my written comments to the record.
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xFrom: Sharon Sparks [mailto:ssparks@alsc-law.org]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 2:18 PM

To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>
Subject: Written Testimony HB 286, HB 285

Public Assistance Field Services

Applicants and applications pending re-certifications for children and families in rural Alaska are
hit hard with gaps in services for assistance; not to mention our mail system being so slow it
takes weeks/months to receive anything, if at all. Especially for those children that rely on items
because of their medical health conditions. Please support this for sake of those not able to
advocate for themselves and be a voice to be heard and hire more workers to help process
backlog for those most vulnerable.

Enhanced Training for Front line Social Workers

Speaking from rural Alaska (not in road system); it takes months or years to get and retain
workers in remote Alaska communities. Services are "not there" for most vulnerable asset -
"our children" ! Who is going to be the voice and advocate? Hiring and training workers for
remote/rural areas in Alaska would effectively provide support.

Public Defenders

This program is so understaffed with so many caseloads and the gap is just widening and
widening with lack of support and services. Clients are contacting other sources for services yet,
they require payment upfront that low-income Alaskans cannot afford or the sources do not
handle criminal cases. Please support funding for additional attorneys in Public Defender
agency.

Thank you in advance for your time and support

Sharon Sparks.Paralegal

Alaska Legal Services Corporation

P.O. Box 1429

Nome, Alaska 99762

110 Front Street, 2nd floor - Suite 204A
P:(907)443-2236 or 2230

F: (907) 443-2239

toll-free: 1-888-495-6663

Office hours: 9am-12pm & 1 pm -3 pm
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----- Original Message-----

xFrom: Scat Mail [_@gmail.com]

Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 1:57 PM
To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>
Subject: HB 286

Dear House Finance Committee,

I am writing to express my opinion about this year’s operating budget and my concern about
the potentially 3rd consecutive year of flat funding for the BSA.

Given that insurance, energy, and other expenditures continue to rise on a yearly basis, a flat
funding of the BSA effectively results in a yearly decrease to the BSA. As the BSA effectively
decreases, districts have less money to pay for the most important education expenditures;
teachers, and counselors.

I am the parent of a high school senior and | have witnessed first hand what happens as class
sizes increase and counselors in the schools decrease: our kids pay the price.

It makes no long term sense to take money out of the class room! It is illogical, short sighted,
and detrimental to our kids, our communities, and the ultimate economy of our state.

Please include inflation proof funding for the BSA, at the very least.
Please include this email as my public testimony.

Thank you,
Catherine Coward

Anchorage, AK 99507
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xFrom: Bruce Van Dusen [mailto:bvandusen@alaska.net]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 1:47 PM

To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>

Subject: Operating Budget

To Our Esteemed Legislators in the Alaska House, The Comprehensive Behavioral Health
Treatment and Recovery Grant provides essential services and supports for residents of Alaska.
These funds ensure that members of a vulnerable population, those living with serious and
persistent mental illness diagnosis, have access to housing, education and employment. Polaris
House uses these funds to not only provide these services in the right amount at the right time,
but we also contribute to lower recidivism, less use of valuable Emergency Room resources,
fewer expensive inpatient stabilization episodes, and less frequent need for Police Department
involvement.

The individuals who benefit from the Polaris House service appreciate and are grateful for the
important services they receive as a result of organizations receiving these CBHTR grant funds.
An added benefit to the community is through achieving goals selected by the Department of
Behavioral Health. The Polaris House use of these funds contributes to DBH being able to
leverage federal dollars to support care for Alaskans.

Thank you for all of the important work that you do.

Bruce Van Dusen
Executive Director
Polaris House, Inc.

434 W Willoughby Av
Juneau, AK 99801
bvandusen@alaska.net
907-780-6775
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xFrom: Lynn Wilson [_@ruralcap.com]

Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 1:28 PM
To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>
Subject: Thank you

Hello my name is Lynn Wilson and | am from Anchorage, Alaska. | want to thank you for your
support of early childhood. The Anchorage Head Start program has made a difference in our
community by providing a safe, loving, and developmentally appropriate learning

environment. Thank you.

Thank you for all that you do!

Lynn Wilson
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From: ida nelson [mailto:nelsonida2901 @gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 5:24 PM

To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov>
Subject: Testifying on State Budget

Sate Budget.

Good evening Members of the finance committee, | am Ida Nelson from Igiugig, which is
located at the head water of Lake Iliamna in the Bristol Bay Region. | am here today to testify on
state budget in support of Public safety, Education, and fisheries.

Public safety: We cannot afford to cut any more funding from public safety. We have drugs that
are impacting our families and tearing them apart and creating monsters due to their own bad
choices. We as family members of those abusers of drugs are left alone to deal with them due
to the lack of funding from the state. | am in full support of adding more prosecutors, pre-trial
officers, and criminal investigators. We also need to increase State Troopers presents in Alaska
because we currently do not have a State Trooper or a VPSO in our Lake lliamna Region.

Education: | am in full support of Representatives Les Gara’s House bill 339 to increase the BSA.
We cannot afford to cut our students future by removing teachers and pink slipping them
before their time. Increasing it by only 1.7 % is by far the best way of investing in our future for
Alaska and not robbing them of what could have been.

Fisheries: The Alaska fisheries program does not need to be cut any further. My fear is that if
you decide to cut further funding from the fisheries budget then You have failed to support our
students. The Lake and Peninsula School Borough taxes a portion of the fish that comes out of
Bristol Bay and in return helps funs the Lake and Peninsula School District, which affects my
Children’s education needs. Lake and Peninsula School District has already shorted our school
year by 4 weeks thus saving $500,000 and our School District cannot afford to cut two more
weeks of school, it just cannot be done.

The funding that has been cut already has dramatically affected our predictions of salmon
returns because we no longer have that data therefore, causing a ripple effect through out our
Bristol Bay salmon fisheries.

Thank you for your time, | appreciate this opportunity.

Ida Nelson

(also called in for public testimony on 3/2/18)
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ka‘;.:.-- ALASKA MENTAL HEALTH BOARD

ﬁgﬁfﬂﬁ ADVISORY BOARD ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE
Advisory Boord on ] 431 NORTH FRANKLIN STREET, SUITE 203
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 59" Aloska Mental Health Board JUNEAU, AK 99801

907-465-8920

March 1, 2018

To:  The Honorable Representative Neal Foster
House Finance Committee Co-Chair
State Capitol Room 410
Juneau AK, 99801

The Honorable Representative Paul Seaton
House Finance Committee Co-Chair

State Capitol Room 505

Juneau AK, 99801

RE: Letter in support for operating budget amendments impacting mental health and substance
use treatment for Alaskans

Dear House Finance Committee;

The Alaska Mental Health Board (AMHB) and the Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug
Abuse (ABADA) share the joint mission to advocate for programs and services that serve people
with behavioral health disorders, their families, care providers, and communities. Our Boards
identified several budget items that serve our constituents.

We strongly support the operating budget amendment to utilize designated Alaska Comprehensive
Health Insurance funds over the next three years to leverage an additional $1.9 million in federal
authority through the Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) program. The Alaska Psychiatric
Institute is often operating at capacity, which affects waitlists and causes delays in patient
admittance, resulting in people who are often a danger to themselves or others waiting for days or
longer in hospital emergency rooms. This funding will help hospitals offset uncompensated care
costs to better respond to the increase in psychiatric emergency services for Alaskans who
experience acute mental health and substance use disorder episodes.

We also support the Governor’s Request for $18 million state funds (GF) to expand substance
abuse treatment throughout the state. As part of the Public Safety Action Plan, we see a critical
need for expanding community substance use and mental health (behavioral health) services in
both urban and rural areas. Services would include residential and outpatient treatment, intensive
case management, medically-monitored outpatient (ambulatory) withdrawal management and
Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT), sobering centers, recovery and reentry supports, housing
and other assistance.

Our Boards also recognize the need for an additional $1 million state funds (GF) for public
guardians in the Office of Public Advocacy. This needed funding will support hiring additional
public guardians and one guardian ad litem to serve vulnerable Alaskans found by the court to be


http://dhss.alaska.gov/abada/pages/default.aspx

incapacitated and in need of a protective order. Seniors and people with disabilities are often
served by public guardians, who manage finances and benefits, make medical decisions, and insure
suitable housing for citizens in need. Caseloads have continued to grow, approaching 100 cases
per guardian, over double the recommended national maximum of 40, causing OPA to fail to meet
its statutory and ethical obligations.

We understand the current fiscal climate is not conducive to additional budget requests. However,
services and supports such as these help people with mental illness and substance use disorders
remain safe, stable, sober and productive in the community. Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

/
{ .
1/1 /1 . K KA

Alison L. Kulas, MSPH
Executive Director



Department of
THE STATE Health and Social Services

AT ASK A
S ALASKA COMMISSION ON AGING

P.O. Box 110693
GOVERNOR BiLL WALKER Juneau, Alaska 99811-0693
Main: 907.465.3250

Fax: 907.465.1398

March 2, 2018

The Honorable Representative Paul Seaton
House Finance Committee Co-Chair

Alaska State Capitol, Room 505

Juneau, Alaska 99811-1182

The Honorable Representative Neal Foster
House Finance Committee Co-Chair
Alaska State Capitol, Room 410

Juneau, Alaska 99811-1182

Subject: Alaska Commission on Aging Operating Budget Recommendations, HB 285 and HB 286
Dear Co-Chair Seaton and Co-Chair Foster:

The Alaska Commission on Aging (ACoA or the “Commission”) thanks the House Finance Committee for preserving
funding for services that comprise the Senior Safety Net. As Alaska’s population continues to age, a growing number
of older people are at risk for developing serious and chronic health conditions as well as being possible targets for
elder abuse and exploitation. We appreciate your support of continued funding for the Community Based Grant
Funded Services for seniors, Alaskans Living Independently (ALI) Waiver, Personal Care Services, and elder
protection. These services promote the health and safety of Alaska’s older people, provide support for their family
caregivers, and allow seniors to remain living safely in their homes and communities for as long as possible at the
lowest cost. In FY2017, grant and Medicaid-funded community based services provided support for approximately
31,300 older Alaskans.

The Commission respectfully encourages your support of the following budget recommendations as proposed in
the Operating and Mental Health budgets, HB 286 and HB 285. We believe these programs, administered by the
divisions with the Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) and the Department of Administration (DOA),
are cost effective as they protect the health and safety of all Alaskans, including our older citizens, leverage
additional federal funding, and control increases in state spending over time.

Hospital-based Behavioral Health Care, DHSS, Division of Behavioral Health: Seniors who suffer from co-occurring
conditions of dementia and serious mental illness can demonstrate behaviors that put themselves and others at risk
of harm. While the Alaska Psychiatric Institute (API) serves this vulnerable population, they have reached capacity
which, in turn, leads to delays in patient admittance and results in people waiting for days or longer in hospital
emergency rooms. This funding will support the development of “safe rooms” staffed with licensed mental health
professionals to appropriately treat patients in crisis. In Juneau, Bartlett Hospital has 10 beds dedicated to serving
people with opioid addiction. These beds are full most of the time.

ACoA supports the House Finance budget subcommittee’s recommendation to add $1.9 million state GF funds that
will leverage $1.9 million additional federal Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funding for three years to help
hospitals better serve Alaskans with complex behavioral health disorders.



Public Guardian Support, DOA, Office of Public Advocacy: Vulnerable older Alaskans who are found by the court to
be incapacitated and in need of a protective order depend on public guardians to help them maintain their benefits,
manage personal finances, make medical decisions, and secure appropriate housing. While guardians are often
family members, friends, or trusted others, some at-risk vulnerable adults have no one to serve in that role and
require the services of a public guardian. Currently, the caseload of 100 cases per public guardian is more than
double the recommended national caseload of 40 cases per guardian. The proposed $1 million increment of state
GF to the Office of Public Advocacy will be matched with an increment of $86.7 Mental Health Trust Authority
Authorized Receipt funding. This funding, originally proposed in the Governor’s budget and accepted by the House
Finance budget subcommittee, will be used to secure additional staff to reduce caseloads in order to properly
manage the affairs of each ward over time.

The Commission supports the Governor’s budget recommendation to provide additional funding for the Public
Guardianship program. Public guardians protect vulnerable seniors and other disabled Alaskans from financial
exploitation and other forms of abuse, ensure proper medical care, access to appropriate services, and prevent
crisis situations from occurring.

Public Assistance Field Services, DHSS, Division of Public Assistance: Financial security is a serious worry for many
older Alaskans living on fixed incomes. The risk of poverty increases with advanced age. Older people are more
likely to spend increasing amounts of their budget on health and other basic necessities. Many depend on food
stamps, public assistance, General Relief, heating assistance, and Senior Benefits. Moreover, a growing number of
seniors are raising their grandchildren on a limited income. Submitting an application for public assistance may
require waiting months before an application can be processed due to the extensive backlog of public assistance
applications and excessive worker caseloads. When a person suffers from hunger, poor housing, or lack of heat in
the dead of winter, this wait can feel like an eternity.

ACOA supports the House Finance budget subcommittee’s recommendation of $2.2 million state GF funds that will
leverage additional $2.2 million federal funds that would be used to increase staff capacity and address the backlog
of applications so that low income Alaskans may receive the assistance they desperately need today.

Information Technology, Telehealth Service System Improvements, DHSS, Division of Senior and Disabilities
Services (SDS): The Commission supports the Governor’s request of $100,000 GF/MH to expand the telehealth pilot
project statewide administered by SDS in collaboration with regional health organizations and local clinics. ACoA
views this project as a cost effective strategy using technology to provide timely annual reassessments for seniors
and persons with disabilities who live in rural, remote communities to determine their eligibility for Medicaid
waiver services. This project implements the expansion of telehealth, as identified in SB74 passed by the legislature
in 2016, to reform Alaska’s health care system by improving access to care and reducing costs. The use of telehealth
will allow for increased access to services and significantly reduce travel and staff costs, without the vulnerable
person having to leave their home community for the reassessment. Further, Adult Protective Services will have
access to the telehealth project for their investigations involving cases in rural, remote communities.

The Alaska Commission on Aging appreciates your thoughtful consideration of these operating budget items that
impact services used by vulnerable Alaskans, including seniors and persons with disabilities. Thank you for passing
HB 236, reauthorization of the Senior Benefits program, for an additional six years! For further information, please
contact Denise Daniello, ACoA’s Executive Director, at 465-4879 or denise.daniello@alaska.gov.

Sincerely, Sincerely,
Perd 4 Bhhte ¥ ot iy
David A. Blacketer Denise L. Daniello
Chair, Alaska Commission on Aging ACoA Executive Director
Alaska Commission on Aging Page 2
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Emailed - from
Crystal Bourland
Executive Director, NAMI Juneau

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
a S a www.namijuneau.org
- (907) 463-4251

National Alliance on Mental liiness | March 1, 2018
To: The Honorable Representative Neal Foster The Honorable Representative Paul Seaton
House Finance Committee Co-Chair House Finance Committee Co-Chair
State Room Capitol 410 State Capitol Room 505
Juneau, AK 99801 Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Operating and Mental Health budgets (HB 286, HB 285)
Dear Representative Foster and Representative Seaton:

Please accept this letter of support for several budget items affecting individuals living with mental illness
and substance use disorders. NAMI Alaska is the state-wide umbrella organization for Alaska's four local
and regional NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) affiliates. We provide advocacy, education,
support, and public awareness so that all individuals affected by mental illness can build better lives.

We strongly support the subcommittee recommendation to add $1.9 million state funds that will
leverage additional federal authority through the Disproportionate Share Hospital funds. These funds
will help hospitals better respond to the increased demand for psychiatry emergency services and provide the
appropriate level of care to Alaskans in crisis at hospitals most impacted by the lack of treatment beds at
Alaska Psychiatric Institute (API). Additionally, please support the one-time funding of $159,000 to study
the need for forensic beds serving justice-involved individuals with serious mental illness.

Please support the Governor’s request of $375,000 to provide access to community reentry and
rehabilitation supports for returning citizens after incarceration. The Department of Corrections
should not be Alaska’s largest provider of behavioral health services. We support expanding substance use
and mental health treatment across the state, in both rural and urban communities, and continuing to fund
recidivism reduction services. These funds support services that research has shown to greatly increase a
returning citizen’s chances for rehabilitation, and decreases the likelihood they will reoffend.

Please support the subcommittee recommendation to add $2.2 million to address the backlog of
applications for public assistance and the Governor’s request to add $1 million for public guardians
in the Office of Public Advocacy. Roughly 17,500 Alaskans are waiting an average of 231 days for their
first-time Medicaid application to be processed. This backlog of applications delays care and may limit an
individual’s healthcare and treatment options. When more Alaskans are insured, it benefits everyone,
including those with disabilities who shouldn’t have to go without coverage.

Thank you for carefully considering these requests and ensuring that Alaskans have access to the services,
supports, and benefits that they need.

Sincerely,

Richard Fagnant,
NAMI Alaska Board President



Alaska Marine Conservation Council
-
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS'

March 2, 2018

House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
120 4th St

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Members of the House Finance Committee:

[ am writing to convey the Alaska Marine Conservation Council’s (AMCC) support for the Fish and Game
Subcommittee’s report and amendment to the State Operating Budget. AMCC is a community-based
organization dedicated to protecting the integrity of Alaska’s marine ecosystems and promoting the health
of ocean-dependent coastal communities. Our members include fishermen, subsistence harvesters, marine
scientists, small business owners, and families—all of which are Alaskans with a stake in the long-term
success of our fisheries.

Adequate funding for the Department of Fish and Game is an investment in Alaska’s economy. Fisheries
data collection, management activities, and other key projects supported in the Fish and Game
Subcommittee’s report and amendment form the foundation for our world class commercial fishing
industry. Inadequate funding leads to less fishing opportunities, less income for Alaskan residents, and—
importantly—Iless tax revenue for Alaskan communities and the Alaska. By supporting the Subcommittee
report, the House Finance Committee can help ensure that commercial fishermen, coastal communities,
and the State of Alaska reap the full benefits of higher catch limits, greater economic gains, and a more
stable investment environment.

Alaska’s commercial fishing industry is a significant contributor to the State and local tax base. Investing in
the proper management of the industry ensures that this contribution can continue.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

S

Shannon Carroll
Deputy Director

PO Box 101145 * Anchorage, AK 99501 T 907.277.5357 E fish@akmarine.org W www.akmarine.org
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SCHOOL DISTRICT

10014 Crazy Horse Drive @ Juneau, Alaska 99801-8529 e (907) 523-1700

March 1, 2018

Dear Honorable Representative Seaton, Representative Thompson, Representative Foster, Representative
Grenn, Representative Pruitt, Representative Wilson, Representative Gara, Representative Guttenberg,
Representative Ortiz, Representative Kawasaki, and Representative Tilton,

Thank you for your attention to education and for the investments made each year on behalf of our children. At
our last Board of Education meeting, we passed a resolution in support of the Alaska Education Challenge.
Having education policy makers at all levels working together and complementing the work happening directly
with our children and communities is a critical step to making progress.

Our Board’s Legislative Priorities include strong support for a state fiscal plan. In addition, our Board strongly
supports investing in the Operating Budget an increased amount in the Base Student Allocation (BSA) for each
child in the state.

It is critical as House Finance Committee members that you are aware that by keeping the same Base Student
Allocation per child for the third year in a row, our district will be forced to eliminate three million dollars (5% of
our spending budget). This is a significant amount to our district. There are simply no areas to cut without
significant hardship to our children’s education.

Currently ninety percent of our budget costs are in personnel. Since 2011 we have cut 92 positions and
millions of dollars in educational services (while student population decreased by just 299 students).
Administration has been cut 32 percent and teachers 11 percent. A BSA increase will allow students to receive
more counseling services, personalized attention and interventions to help them make progress in their
learning.

Please work with your colleagues to support a statewide fiscal plan. Please provide for an increase in the Base
Student Allocation and prioritize investment in Alaska’s most precious asset: our own people. Parents and
community members look to a strong economy and value their children’s education as a top priority. Our
children are making progress in their learning and our graduation rates are at an all-time high for our students
who have been struggling.

Respectfully,

Juneau Board of Education, schoolboard@juneauschools.org

Attachments: Resolution in Support of Alaska’s Education Challenge
Juneau Legislative Priorities


mailto:schoolboard@juneauschools.org

2018 Juneau Board of Education Legislative Priorities

Provide for a Sustainable, Reliable and Adequate State Fiscal Plan

The Fiscal plan would provide a long term approach to providing for constitutionally mandated investments in
public education and other critical government services

Increase the Base Student Allocation to account for inflation. Additionally, if the
Legislature does not pass a budget in the 90 day session, maintain the BSA from the
prior year.

School districts have weathered silent budget cuts over the past several years in the form of flat funding that
does not account for inflation. These silent budget cuts have resulted in a 16% decrease (over $800 per child)
over the past 5 years. These cuts are having direct impacts in the quality of education the Juneau School
District is able to provide. An increase of at least $100 per child in BSA (less than 2% BSA Increase) is
requested to provide funding for an adequate and equitable education for all students statewide.

Additionally, each year school districts are required to submit budgets by specified deadlines. This is difficult
to do without knowing what a minimum budget will be. This is in effect a hold-harmless provision so that
districts can confidently prepare a minimum budget in years when the Legislature has not passed an education
budget within the 90 day session.

Honor school construction debt reimbursement

Communities voted for school construction bonds with the understanding that the legislature would provide
their percentage of cost for school construction bonds. This impacts municipalities’ budgets significantly as
they seek to provide for their infrastructure needs.

Fund Early Learning Programs for Alaska’s Children

Every child deserves the best start in life. Studies show that for every $1 sent on early childhood education, $8
is saved in later services that are not necessary. Funding Early learning programs help children arrive at
Kindergarten with the necessary skills to be successful.

Supporting STEAM Education for Alaska’s Children

Students learn science best by actively engaging in the practice of science, and they develop cognitive skills
needed to excel in science and math through the arts, especially music. Teachers need professional
development and science resources to offer students outstanding hands-on, active learning opportunities in the
sciences. Excellence in STEM fields is vital to Alaska’s and the nation’s long-term economic prospects.

Continuation of Funding for Career and Technical (Vocational) Education

Vocational, career tech, and trades education engage students and prepare them for the kinds of jobs that will
employ the majority of them after graduation. This funding is necessary to provide CTE education along with
the necessary equipment to help middle and high school students learn about and focus on potential career
paths that address the needs of Alaska's employers, and are vitally important for our state's economic
prosperity.
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ALASKA'S

ol JUNEAU

B\ SCHOOL DISTRICT

CHALLENGE

CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU BOARD OF EDUCATION RESOLUTION NO. 2018-01
Supporting the Department of Education and Early Development and the adoption of Alaska’s Education Challenge.

WHEREAS, The Juneau School District Board of Education recognizes Alaska’s Education Challenge as an opportunity to
inspire Alaskans to implement a vision to provide an excellent education for every student; and,

WHEREAS, this will happen by:
1) Increasing Student Success;
2) Cultivating Safety and Well-Being; and
3) Supporting Responsible and Reflective Learners; and,

WHEREAS, Alaska faces obstacles to student achievement unlike those that exist in any other state in the nation; and,

WHEREAS, Alaska’s Education Challenge is to address our student achievement gaps and increase our graduation rates
by making sure that every student across our state has equal opportunities to learn and succeed, and

WHEREAS, Alaska’s Education Challenge should result in more successful learning opportunities for ALL of Alaska’s
students, regardless of location, race, or income; and,

WHEREAS, the ultimate goal is for students to achieve and be prepared for career and/or college. Our efforts will look at
providing an excellent education for every student in the most efficient manner possible; and,

WHEREAS, the Juneau School District Board of Education has adopted a Strategic Plan for 2015-2020 that aligns with
the Alaska’s Education Challenge’s Three Commitments and 13 Recommendations and has developed the following
Action Plan to meet the Commitments.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Juneau School District supports the Department of
Education and Early Development and the adoption of Alaska’s Education Challenge. Together, we will meet Alaska’s
education challenge by honoring our heritage, innovating for the future, and prioritizing for today’s fiscal challenges.

ADOPTED in Regular Session this 13th day of February 2018.

ATTEST:

/] %75/" -
Brian Holﬁ,’Pﬁsﬁ Josh Keaton, Vice President

Proposed by: JUNEAU SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION
Date Submitted: FEBRUARY 14, 2018
Date Passed by Board: FEBRUARY 13, 2018

- An Excellent Education for Every Student Every Day -
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Juneau School District Action Plan:

1) Increase Student

success Work with community organizations to develop and implement practices to

help prepare young children for Kindergarten.

® Partnerships with DEED (preschool grant, 21st Century grant), AASB
(STEPS grant), CBJ (City and Borough of Juneau various supports),
Central Council (STEPS, Head Start), Friends of Montessori (Children’s
House), AEYC (Early Learning Fair, Parents as Teachers, preschool
coordination), Juneau Community Foundation (Grants and grant
coardination) to increase the number of preschool seats available to
children three to five, as well as increase the quality of preschool
experiences for all students, especially those at risk of not being prepared
for kindergarten. Partnerships with these same organizations to provide
summer jump start programs for at-risk incoming kindergarten students.

Align curriculum with Alaska State and World Class Standards while
integrating culturally relevant, place-based instruction.

e JSD ELA and math curriculum is aligned with the state 2012 ELA and
math standards.

¢ JSD social studies and science curriculum documents are aligned with
national standards as well as Alaska state standards.

e All four core curricula are also aligned with ISTE and Alaska cultural
standards for educators.

e JSD sacial studies and science curticulum documents include extensive
resource sections to provide teachers with guidance and connections to
inform place-based and culturally relevant lesson planning.

Implement evidence-based instructional practices such as system wide
curricula and instructional design that support staff effectiveness and
student learning.

o Common curricular materials in math have been implemented in K-10, and
common materials assigned to teachers of math courses beyond Algebra
2 at both high schools. Common curricular materials are in use at all
regular schools K-12. Teachers K-12 meet in Professional Learning
Communities (PLC) regularly to examine teaching practices and student
data).

“ An Excellent Education for Every Student E very Day -




* Elementary schools are in their fourth year of implementing Professional
Learning Opportunities and Response to Instruction (RT1YMulti-Tiered
Systems of Support (MTSS) frameworks. PLCs examine core instructional |
practices, student performance data, and make instructional and grouping
decisions for next instruction, interventions, and enrichments.

Secondary schools have been using PLCs, horizontal PLCs (6-8 and 9-
12) and vertical PLCs (6-12) to align curriculum, pacing, and resources for
at least 6 years. The schools are in their first year of systematic
implementation of RTI/MTSS. This work further aligns the schools
horizontally and vertically for core instruction, intervention, and
enrichment/extension.

Maintain opportunities for students to be engaged with school and support
their social-emotional growth.

* Elementary schools are providing social-emotional learning opportunities
through a number of efforts, including the use of Responsive Classroom
morning meetings, staff training in SEL best practices, and employment of

tull time school counselors. The new health curriculum also supports
teachers and counselors in providing appropriate SEL instruction to
students.

Secondary schools have also provided teachers and students with
resaurces, including Sources of Strength, advisories, and as a secondary
team this year - restorative practices.

Maintain a comprehensive assessment system that generates a range of
data about student learning and school effectiveness and uses the results
to guide instruction.

2017 4-year Graduation Rate reached 86%, b-year rate is 87%.

Student Attendance Rate is 93%.

Data is collected via Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) in grades K-
10 three times each year. PLCs at all levels use this data to make
instructional and grouping decisions.

Elementary utilizes reading screener and diagnostic data (collected three
times each year) to make instructional, grouping, intervention, and
enrichment decisions.

- An Excellent Education for Every Student E very Day -
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2) Cultivate Safety

and Well-Being Develop processes that engage staff, students, parents, caregivers, labor

partners and community members to collaboratively participate in
educating our students and leveraging community resources.

e Student services and teaching and learning support maintain
memberships on several community-wide committees, including Juneau
Suicide Prevention Coalition, Juneau Violence Prevention Coalition,
ROCK Juneau, Trauma Sensitive Schools working group, AEYC early
childhood and early literacy committees, Native Education Advisory Board,
Indian Studies Parent Advisory Committee, Juneau District-wide Equity
Committee, Best Starts, and others.

Partner with Juneau Police Dept, Capital City Fire Rescue, Red Cross,
Local Emergency Preparedness Committee, Juneau Emergency Manager
and Juneau Public Health to maintain a comprehensive plan for
emergency preparedness, school safety, ALICE and crisis response.

Prioritize equity and effectiveness when allocating resources to ensure
success for all students.

The JSD has an equity policy and an equity work book.

JSD school sites are required to submit an equity report to the school
board three times each year.

JSD board action items include an equity analysis.

JSD sites have site councils that advise the principal on programming,
budget, and staffing.

Ensure that students feel safe and supported while at school and at school
functions.

JSD secondary students are surveyed annually with the AASB Climate
and Connectedness Survey.

Each high school has an active student council.

Secondary schools have begun implementation of restorative practices.
Elementary schools utilize Responsive Classroom, the 4th R, Second
Steps, Playworks, and other strategies.

Elementary schools use trauma sensitive practices.

* An Excellent Education for Every Student € very Day -
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Create a service-oriented environment in which staff support each other,

our families and our community to maintain and communicate a

commitment to high expectations and shared values for teaching and
learning. |

® Schools prepare an annual parent involvement plan as part of their annual ‘
action plan.
Through trauma sensitive practices, Responsive Classroom, and other
training, all staff are trained on how to create inviting environments for
teachers, students, and families.

* An Excellent Education for Every Student E very Day -



Patricia Chapman
3233 Emma Court
Ketchikan Alaska

99901

Honored House Members;

| am writing to you to endorse the requests made by the Governor’s request. All of these affect the
many residents of Alaska.

Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Treatment and Community Supports
This is so vitally needed in all of our communities. This would relieve the hospitals of trying to assist
these folks without the capabilities.

Public Defenders

These are needed to assist the low income residents who are having to wait way to long to
get a resolution to help them start back into a life that maybe more stable and less offending
behavior.

Information Technology, Telehealth Service System Improvements

This is so important to those of our State who live out in rural communities that do not have
the medical services. This would save the state in Medicaid funds that is presently spent on
transportation and housing to get to a appointment. Would allow small clinic to serve the local
better with guidance from higher quality professionals.

Recidivism Reduction Services - Third Year

This will allow citizens the opportunity to perchance change their behavior and pattern of life in
their communities. Each once changed saves us much expenses in the legal and prisons arena.

Public Assistance Field Services

This would allow more staff to get the applications completed. This may stop some of the criminal
behaviors as many folks get so depressed that they resort to petty crimes to feed the family and
themselves. They end up many times in homeless situations and often lose their children.



Public Guardians

Seniors and those with disabilities are often incapable of maintaining their medical and or financial
affairs, they need assistance. At the present the guardians are over loaded with cases to the point
that they are not capable of doing the job with 100% efficiency.

Hospital-based Behavioral Health Care

This is needed as many whom need a place to stay safely and get the treatment to allow them to
be in the general public life. We send many home from the emergency rooms to return to their
homes or street to end back up in the emergency rooms. Many wait months to years before they
get assistance, often through being incarcerated.

| know there are many other things that need funding and your job is to filter out the ones that will
do the most for the most of the residents who need it.

| sincerely hope that you will find funding and fix our budget. | hope you are looking at the
Marijuana taxes and that perchance those will help fund many of these services.

Thank you

Patricia Chapman
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