
 

 

February 21, 2018 

 

 

 
Dear Senate Finance Committee members, 

 

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce supports the proposed changes 

identified in SB 86 and HB 207 to allow the Alaska Railroad Corporation to sell or 

dispose of the Corporation’s land.  Currently, all such actions by the Corporation must 

obtain legislative approval to dispose of any land. We respectfully request your 

committee approves the changes identified in the bill language thus allowing the 

Alaska Railroad to increase efficiencies in the operation of their business.   

Historically, great railroads of our nation were granted land in excess of the 

requirements for track bed and supporting infrastructure.  This was to help fund the 

cost of the system and to develop markets which would utilize the railroad. The Alaska 

Railroad was organized as a public corporation to be able to act more like a business 

than a traditional state agency, yet no other state agency requires legislative approval 

for land disposal.  

The requirement to obtain legislative approval adds substantial delays and unknowns 

to a project startup, which are major disincentives to even beginning a project.  The 

proposed amendments in SB 86 and HB 207 provide sufficient transparency as well as 

checks and balances to ensure the public interest is served. The Fairbanks Chamber 

also supports the sunset provision which will provide additional legislative review to 

ensure certain protections or guidance for management of the land grant. 

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce represents over 700 business members 

throughout Interior Alaska.  We work to advocate for the best business environment, 

promote economic strength and growth for Interior Alaska, and to develop the 

resources and networks enterprising people use to share knowledge. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Marisa Sharrah     Tiffany Van Horn 

President & CEO     Chair  

Fairbanks Chamber     Fairbanks Chamber 
 


