
February 21, 2018 
 
House Education Committee: 
 
Written testimony in support of HB 339 
 
My name is Amy Jo Meiners, I am the 2016 Alaska Teacher of the Year, born and raised in Juneau, a product of 
the Juneau school system, mother to three daughters who also learned through the Juneau school system, and 
am currently in my 29th year of teaching in the Juneau school system. 
 
I write in support of HB 339.  
 
Schools have been told we need to improve. We have and will continue this important effort as we have 
committed to increase student success, cultivate safety and well-being, and support responsible and reflective 
learners. 
 
As a state, we have increased learning standards and the first year of students who have benefited from this 
change are in 4th grade with their first state data point now available. We have collectively improved the teacher 
evaluation system, an effort to support and increase effective educators. Our state is working on addressing 
improvements at local levels with multiple stakeholders as well. 
 
The Juneau school district (JSD) has increased graduation requirements to 23 credits, including an increase to 
math and science courses. Unfortunately, this came at the same time as budget cuts and in order to increase the 
number of math and science courses available for all students to meet this new requirement other courses were 
eliminated. JSD has worked to increase student attendance in multiple ways, including through small learning 
communities for students and professional learning communities for staff. As a district, we celebrated the 
tremendous increase with 100% of Alaska Native students at Thunder Mountain High School graduating last 
year.  
 
Since FY2011 to FY2018, JSD has cut the budget over $11 million dollars. (Verifiable via David Means, JSD 
Director of Administrative Services, as well as through public school board budget documents). Our current 
FY2019 budget is set for an additional cut of $3 million dollars.  
 
My position as a teacher of students identified as academically gifted has been on the chopping block almost 
annually since 2008. While you won’t find me in the pink slip tally, you will find multiple versions of programs 
eliminated. With 29 years in, I will have a position, but someone else will not. I am no longer able to provide K-
2 services. I am no longer able to serve the highest academic students within one building. Instead, I am split 
between two schools daily with double the case-load. Next year, the administrative recommendation is that I 
somehow serve six elementary schools. When we know that relationships are pivotal for student learning, it is 
unclear how this could function effectively.  
 
The JSD administration is already a minimal skeleton of efficiencies to impact student learning and professional 
development. There is nothing left there to cut. Their only choices for budget cuts now are direct services to 
students.  
 
When I think of the differences between what was offered when I taught Amy Henderson 28 years ago and 
what is now offered for her surviving two elementary children, I am stunned. We had full-time physical 
education classes so our school’s 400+ students could participate at least three times a week. Similarly, we had 
full-time music teachers, librarians, counselors, nurses, and reading specialists. Now, we are pieced together as 
best as we are able with such limited resources. We had robust career-tech, social sciences, world languages, 
and arts options available then, too. My own high school attendance was excellent because I could participate in 
journalism classes working on a yearbook and publishing a newspaper. My eldest’s attendance was exemplary 



because she was able to take advantage of courses like engineering, underwater robotics, chemistry, physical 
science, and every other science course imaginable. My middle child experienced fewer course options but kept 
up her attendance to excel in volleyball and softball. My youngest is a senior now and her course options are 
minimal to fit in her 23 credit requirements. For Amy Henderson’s two elementary students, I cannot fathom 
how much more minimalistic Alaska public education will become.   
 
In this day and age, in all we know about Adverse Childhood Effect, I do not understand how going without 
counselors and nurses will serve the current needs of students. I have students who are considered medically 
fragile in my class. Last Friday, our school shared one nurse between three schools. By grace, when one of my 
student’s diabetic alarms went off, the nurse happened to have just returned to the building to assist. I was 
teaching students how to graph and compare integers. The nurse assisted my student in a way I could not. 
Families need to know that schools are safe places for their children to learn and teachers need to be able to 
teach students to support responsible and reflective learners.   
 
This week my students have had many opportunities to discuss little life lessons as they have worked on their 
independent passion projects. One student shared he believes they are learning “more life lessons in class than I 
can from my dad which says a lot!” Important lessons such as how tempera paint is best poured into a dish with 
edges rather than on to a flat table, hot glue guns remain hot even after being unplugged, and it sometimes takes 
effort to regulate our emotions. I trust that the impact of inflation upon school budgets is a life lesson learned 
repeatedly in recent times. Please, understand that those of us on the frontlines are working hard to improve 
Alaska schools. We are striving to increase student success. We need your help to do so and an increase to the 
BSA to adjust what districts realize over time would benefit students directly. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity for public testimony. I appreciate your time and efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amy Jo Meiners 
2016 Alaska Teacher of the Year 
12110 Cross St. 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 
 



 
 
February 19, 2018 
 
Representative Les Gara 
Vice Chair, House Finance Committee 
State Capitol Room 511 
Juneau AK, 99801  
 
 
Dear Representative Gara, 
 
On behalf of NEA-Alaska’s 13,000 teachers and education support professionals I am 
writing in support of House Bill 339 (HB339) to increase the Base Student Allocation 
(BSA). 
 
Increasing the BSA puts resources directly into classrooms to enhance student learning. 
Increasing classroom funding leads to smaller class sizes, more individual attention for 
every student, higher quality lessons, more school counselors, teacher aides, and an 
improved learning environment.  
 
Since the last adjustment of the BSA, healthcare, energy, and operational costs for 
schools have continued to increase. Alaska’s school districts have been forced to cover 
rising costs that have outpaced inflation by making significant cuts. Districts have raised 
class sizes, cut student-centered programs, reduced the time to prepare great lessons, 
decreased budgets for supplies and equipment, and laid off teachers and education 
support professionals. All of these reductions have limited the opportunities for 
students. 
 
Every child in Alaska deserves an excellent public education, but they only have one 
chance to get it. The dedicated educators of NEA-Alaska do everything in their power to 
enhance student learning on a daily basis but their hands have been tied by declining 
budgets and increased workloads. Increasing the BSA is about making sure Alaska kids 
have the support, tools, and time they need to be successful. Thank you for taking this 
meaningful step toward improving public education for every Alaska student. 
 
Tim Parker 

 
President, NEA-Alaska 



 

February 21, 2018 
 
Representative Les Gara 
Vice Chair, House Finance Committee 
State Capitol Room 511 
Juneau AK, 99801  
 

Dear Representative Gara, 

 

I am writing you today to share with you my passion for teaching. My name is Winter Marshall-Allen. I 

am a Special Education teacher for the past 10 years. I have a visual impairment which has definitely 

been both a hindrance and a help to my career. I say hindrance because a disability can limit your 

perceived ability and a help because I have learned to self-advocate and to persevere. I am a mother of 

two boys; one now in Boot Camp for the Army and our youngest is a freshman at Homer High School.  

 

I am a teacher who formerly taught native & minority students in Muskogee, Oklahoma and became 

frustrated with the wages for teachers and the inability to repay my student loans. I then decided to 

relocate to the Northwest Arctic Borough of Alaska; where I taught in the villages of Ambler and 

Kotzebue. Due to budget cuts I & other teachers received pink slips at the end of last school year. I must 

admit this broke my heart because I love rural Alaska! I have friends there and I was a part of the 

community. I have since relocated my family to Homer, Alaska and I am happy to report I am back in the 

classroom teaching. It was very scary to receive that pink slip. I have never been dismissed from a job 

and I didn’t know quite what to do. As I say this; I wonder have you ever had an experience similar? 

 

The longer I am in this field, I see & feel the strain that our school system is under. I see this in the 

behavior and attitude my students have towards testing. I see it when my students asked me if I have 

something that they can eat because they don’t have lunch money on their account but they don’t 

qualify for free and reduced lunch either. I feel the strain when my Intensive Needs Program needs a 

specialized piece of equipment for a student and it takes months to get the approval; then by the time 

we receive the equipment the school year is almost over. Are you successful when you don’t have what 

you need? I teach students with severe disabilities. Some of those disabilities are cognitive delays, some 

of those disabilities are behavioral disorders, and some fall all across the spectrum autism. I have 

amazing kiddos who in spite of their perceived limitations never stop striving to be their best. So I want 

to advocate for the best! They and their families deserve the best we can offer.  

 

So here is my ask; I am asking for you to support at the very least level funding for education, but full 

forward funding would be amazing!! I know that that budget is a mess. I understand that this takes time 

but our youth is deserving. Communities should not be worried about keeping teachers or programs 

that provide students job skills. Not everyone is college tracked. We need vocational training for the 

next generation of builders and electricians. Representative I’m asking you to support educational 

opportunities.  

 



One more ask, can you think back to your time in school and find educators who supported your 

dreams? Teachers who empowered you? What are the opportunities that you received in school to be 

the success that you are today? Don’t you want to be a part of maintaining or creating new 

opportunities to succeed? What will your civil servant legacy be concerning Education?  

 

I hope that are able to reflect on your education and find ways to relate to the needs of my community 

and the students I serve. 

 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration of these concerns.  

 

Sincerely,  

An Alaskan teacher 

Winter Marshall-Allen 

 

Homer High School  

Homer, Alaska 

Intensive Needs Program Director 

9072364600 ex 4625 
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George Ascott

From: Mike Bronson <bronsonconsulting@gci.net>
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2018 8:16 AM
To: Michelle Sydeman
Cc: Rep. Andy Josephson; Rep. Matt Claman; Rep. Harriet Drummond; Rep. Ivy Spohnholz; Rep. Jennifer 

Johnston; Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux; Rep. Geran Tarr
Subject: NAACP support for HB 339 to raise school funding 

 
Representative Gara, 
 
The Anchorage Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People supports your HB 339.  The 
bill will raise the base student allocation and is expected to improve class size as well as math and reading instruction 
statewide.  
 
Thank you, 
 
‐Mike Bronson 
Education Committee 
NAACP Anchorage 
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