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STATE OF ALASKA

February 8, 2018

The Honorable Bryce Edgmon
Speaker of the House

Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol, Room 208
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Speaker Edgmon:

Under the authority of Article III, Section 18, of the Alaska Constitution, I am transmitting a bill
relating to repealing the athletic commission, and requirements for boxing and wrestling to obtain
licenses.

‘The athletic commission is established in title 5, chapter 5 and consists of fout membets appointed
by the governor. However, the commission has not been staffed, notr have Commissioners been
appointed, since 1997 when the commission was deactivated by the Governor’s Office.

The Department of Commetce, Community, and Economic Development continued to issue licenses
for boxing and wrestling matches under AS 05.10.010, but in 2002 notified the Alaska Boxing
Commission that the Department had stopped licensing professional and club boxets, wrestlets, and
events. Since the fees established in AS 05.10.120 are insufficient to cover the costs of licensing and
oversight of boxing and wrestling, and since the program has not been funded adequately for a number
of years, this bill would repeal this unused statute. Currently, thete are federal law provisions that apply
to boxing. Further, under the Muhammad Ali Boxing Reform Act, the Attorney General, as chief law
enforcement officet, could maintain a civil action in federal district court to enjoin a professional
boxing match, enforce compliance with federal law, or obtain fines.

I utge your prompt and favorable action on this measure.
Sincerely,

Bill Walker

Governor
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