BLM Legacy Wells:
Environmental Hazards and Eyesores
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Oil Fields
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Wellhead along with
wood and metal debris
in a natural oil seep







Natural subsidence and snowmelt have started to obscure this site.












Back-up slides
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What’s Happening?

Mantional Mall and Memorial Parks is
restorbng the Mall Lawn and making other
kmnprovements befween brd Sdreet and Tth
Srreet. The work inclides the instalkarion
aof enzineered soil meditim o resis sinil
compaction. dirable turf varieties and
wrunite edging. Svew susl penabie sysloms

O UImprote skl drminage and collece

stormwter for irrigation wi Il gediace the use
off potabhle water and help improve regiodad

water gualiny. This contract wark is 1o be I
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Status of Legacy Wells

* 16 properly plugged and abandoned (7 by
Alaska Native Groups rather than BLM)

« 5 Iimproperly plugged and not abandoned
e 29 not cased & partially revegetatec
e 17 used for temperature monitoring by USGS
o 17 transferred to Alaska native ownership

e 2 leaking flammable gases
« 50 other out-of-compliance wells




Example Problems

At least 26 are open to the atmosphere
and at one time were filled with drilling
mud

At least 44 have wood, metal, plastic,
glass, and concrete debris on site

At least 17 are filled with diesel

3 can no longer be found - 1 under
landslide at Colville River’s edge, 2 In
lakes



Example Problems

o Atleast 2 leak flammable gases

o 29 are partially revegetated at surface but
have unknown downhole conditions; some
have surface clean-up issues

* At least 49 have metal piping sticking
above ground level



